
 
 

 

Moutere roads 
 

 

Dylan from Nelson 

It was another December Sunday morning in 

Nelson, and with the weather heating up rapidly it 

was time to gear up and go riding before the chip 

seal started to melt.  

The route we chose is an old favourite - Moutere 

backroads - which combine the comforting scenery 

of rural NZ with an exciting array of corners. 

We headed south through Richmond towards Motueka, and as soon as we turned off SH60 onto the Moutere 

Highway the traffic density dropped. We rode up over the hill and just past Upper Moutere we made a left 

onto Neudorf Road. Things started to warm up and flow nicely as we rode the flowing turns of the historic 

Neudorf valley. The bumpiness of the road is made up for by the lack of traffic, although slow moving mobile 

chicanes (campervans and tractors) are encountered. However, there are far fewer here than at the other 

tourist hot spots of the region which are bursting with visitors this time of the year. 

A quick regroup at the end of Neudorf Road, we turned right onto Dovedale Road and then it was through 

Woodstock and some nice tight corners, clear of winter’s frost grit (watch out for this and dampness). This is 

an enjoyable short stretch that pops out on the Motueka Valley Highway. We made a right turn here and 

headed towards Motueka where the road opens up and we covered the ground quickly, arriving at the last 

section of the Motueka Valley Highway where the speed recommendations on the road signs promptly drop 

from 65, 65 to 55, 45, 45; and the fun level rises.  

All too soon we hit the 50km zone on the edge of Motueka, so time to sit up, relax and cool down a fraction. 

This is where big decisions must be made. Spoilt for choice – do we head over the Takaka Hill, out to Kaiteriteri, 

or somewhere else? The sun was beginning to get fierce so we headed down the Moutere Highway, fulfilling 

the loop we turned off earlier to seek the respite of a great watering hole; the oldest pub in NZ, the Upper 

Moutere pub. 

 

The Upper Moutere pub is a popular stop for 

bikers, the roomy laid-back set up situated 

amongst some of the nicest riding routes in NZ 

means that it’s rare to turn up on a sunny 

weekend and not find motorbikes outnumbering 

cars in the carpark.  

A perfect place to cool off with a quiet drink and 

a yarn about the morning’s adventures, before it 

is time to saddle up and head back towards 

straight roads, traffic, and reality. 


