
 
 

 

Jampot Rally 2018 
 Riders converged from all over NZ for the NZ AJS & Matchless Owners annual rally in Kaikoura over the 

weekend of 3-4 March 2018. A total of over 50 riders enjoyed a weekend of socialising along with short local 

rides to enjoy the attractions of Kaikoura.   

I rode down on the Friday. The highlight was the coast road and the opportunity to view the amazing 

construction work, as well as the spectacular changes brought by the earthquake. 

My bike is a 1954 G80S which is a 500cc single cylinder. When new it was capable of 85mph but I generally 

keep to 40-45mph which means keeping a sharp look out for following traffic and allowing room for them 

to pass.  I wear a high visibility vest and instead of my 6V headlight I have an orange cover with the 

Matchless logo on and that stands out far better. 

There were no issues on the ride down to Kaikoura. We stopped at Seddon for some stragglers and then for 

a coffee at the Kekerengu Store.  In Kaikoura we stayed at the Dusky Lodge Back Packers where the heated 

pool was a welcome attraction and the outside deck was put to good use for a BBQ on the Friday night. 

The highlight for me was being able to view local man Norm Kereikeepa’s collection of Triumph 

motorcycles, and he was just as keen to look at all of our bikes.  After leaving school my first ever 

motorcycle was a 1954 Triumph Tiger 100 and I would love to find one again. 

I am glad to report there were no accidents over the weekend but one rider did have a close encounter 

with a flax bush.  On the way home we come across a broken down machine but our back up crew were 

quickly on hand and they all got to the ferry on time. 

John from Picton. 

 


