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New Zealand’s national Bike Fest aims to keep riders Shiny Side Up 
 
Motorcyclists worldwide have a saying: “Stay shiny side up!” meaning take care and stay safe, expressed in 
a jokey way between fellow riders. It's also the name of the NZTA and ACC’s Ride Forever backed annual 
Bike Festival, conceived in 2016 and first held at Southward Car Museum on the Kapiti Coast. 
 
Today, the Shiny Side Up Bike Fest has grown to become a national event, taking place in four locations 
over the late summer: Kapiti, Auckland, Hamilton and Nelson. The occasion itself is like a Big Day Out for 
motorcycle enthusiasts and their families, with the aim of engaging with the riding community and sharing 
safety messages including the Ride Forever initiative. ACC’s Ride Forever programme is all about providing 
motorcyclists great information, and knowledge, so that they hopefully make better choices,” says ACC’s 
Motorcyle Programme Manager, Dave Keilty. “We also provide our advanced on road rider coaching 
programme, the only one of its kind that’s nationally available and heavily subsidized for those taking part.” 
 
Ride Forever engages with the riding community via it’s website, Facebook page, newsletters and other 
media to keep motorcyclists updated and safe. The Shiny Side Up event allows the Ride Forever team the 
opportunity to engage with local riders, answer their questions and share safety information. Event Manager 
Caroline Carruthers, describes it as the most fun day out anyone with an interest in motorcycles could have. 
“It’s an all-day, packed programme,” she says. “There’s always something going on, whether that’s a 
presentation from a well-known motorcycling personality, a riding skills display or having US-based 
suspension guru Dave Moss working on your motorcycle.”  
 
Dave Moss is something of a YouTube star in America, with his videos avidly viewed by riders there.  He’s 
been a regular ever since that first event on the Kapiti Coast, along with Brittany Morrow, known as ‘The 
Road Rash Queen’. Brittany talks eloquently and movingly about the crash that completely changed her life: 
coming off the back of a motorcycle travelling at 200km/h wearing nothing but cut-off shorts and a halter 
top, plus an “ugly, red helmet” that saved her life and the road to recovery. 
 
New to this year’s events is Kevin Williams from the UK motorcycle organization Survival Skills. “It’s a 
real coup to have Kevin Williams here,” says David Keilty. “His scientific understanding of the psychology 
of being seen, and why motorcyclists are often overlooked, is hugely respected by riders worldwide. I know 
a lot of people are eager to hear him speak.” 
 
Of course one of the biggest draw-cards for riders is simply to be part of the event itself.  With thousands of 
motorcyclists and their families, plus an immense number and range of ‘bikes - Shiny Side Up is a striking 
visual spectacle.  The roar of so many different motorcycle engines is something else again. 
 
With a retail marketplace on site, plus plenty of choices of food and drink available (no alcohol, however), 
the format has proved extremely popular with those attending. A survey of the over 2,200 attending in 2017 
saw 94% declare themselves satisfied or extremely satisfied with the day and 97% confirmed they were 
likely to attend this year. 
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SCHEDULE: 
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Nelson – Trafalgar Centre – 4 February 2018 (10am – 4pm) 
Hamilton – Claudelands – 17 February 2018 (10am – 4pm) 
Kapiti – Southward Car Museum – 25 February 2018 (10am – 4pm) 
Auckland – Alexandra Park Raceway – 4 March 2018 (10am – 4pm) 
 
USEFUL LINKS: 
 
Dave Moss: feelthetrack.com, Dave Moss Masterclass on YouTube 
 
Brittany Morrow: Rock the Gear, How to avoid skinning yourself alive 
 
Kevin Williams: survivalskills.co.uk 
 
Shiny Side Up Bike Fest: shinysideup.co.nz, on Facebook 
 
Ride Forever: rideforever.co.nz 
 
KEY FACTS: 
 
• Shiny Side Up (SSU) started in February 2016, held in the grounds of Southward Car Museum on the 

Kapiti Coast 
 
• A nationwide series of events for 2018: Nelson on 4th February, Hamilton on 17th February, Kapiti on 

25th February and Auckland on 4th March 
 
• Conceived and backed by NZTA and  ACC’s Ride Forever team as a chance to engage directly with riders 

 
• Overall aim is to raise and maintain awareness of Ride Forever, build rapport with riders and hopefully 

encourage them to visit the website–ultimately signing up for Ride Forever coaching 
 

• Each day starts at 10.00am and runs to around 4.00pm, following broadly the same programme 
 

• Kevin Williams provides fascinating insights into the science of being seen, the psychology of riding and 
ways to improve the mental processes that are the foundation of riding skills 
 

• As well as presenting on suspension set-up, Dave Moss will undertake an ongoing suspension workshop 
using riders’ bikes as the demonstration material 
 

• Brittany Morrow talks about her crash, her injuries and the drive it has given her to get others to protect 
themselves properly when riding 
 

• Stunt demos from Jake Whittaker and KW stunts 
 

• Gymkhana demo by James Riley 
 

• Police riding demo by local teams 
 

• ABS demo by Ride Forever coaching provider Roadside Rider 
 

• Be a Better Rider Challenge by Ride Forever coaching provider Two Bald Bikers 
 

http://feelthetrack.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ikjw4IheeF4
https://rockthegear.wordpress.com/brittanys-story/
https://vimeo.com/22897515
http://survivalskills.co.uk/
http://shinysideup.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/ShinySideUpBikeFest/
http://rideforever.co.nz/


• Hosted and MC’d by Radio Hauraki broadcaster and keen motorcyclist Jay Reeve 
 

• Ride Forever is an ACC initiative aimed at reducing the trauma and cost associated with motorcycle 
crashes and injuries. Its focus is on giving riders all the best information and training so they they make 
better choices and ride to a higher standard. It is complementary to ACC’s more conventional safety-
related programmes and messaging aimed at motorcyclists. 
 

 
 
 


