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Retreads;                     

winter  riding 

Please remember; - if you                 

haven’t paid your $15 newsletter 

subscription to Bob McCrindle 

by 31 July, this will be your last 

hard copy newsletter for 2018/19. 
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               Ulysses Members  

Trades Directory 

You can advertise your business in this  publication for $75 per year                                                        
(12 Adverts -  Business Card Size) 

Contact: Jane; Ph. 577 6663  Email;  johnlaing.mt@xtra.co.nz 

Would your business card           

fit here? 

 

 

Contact the Editor today! 
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    I see recently a couple of our members have bought replacement motorbikes recently. 
Murray & Ali I hope you are both enjoying them.  

By the time you get this months magazine both Julia & I will be in Canada enjoying what’s 
left of their summer. I know they have had a bit of a heat wave in the Northern Hemi-
sphere this summer. We are looking forward to 8 days on Prince Edward Island, off the 
east coast of New  Brunswick while we are over there this time. You will all hear about it 
when we return. I know The Branch will be in good hands while we are away.  

    We had a organizing committee meeting for the 2020 National Rally &  AGM recently & 
everything is coming along fine. I’ve heard some far away members have booked accommodation already!  

 Our monthly Club Night  Dinner at The Yard Bar was  a great night, good meal, excellent company, what more could 
we want. My thanks  to Tim & Melissa once again for their effort in organizing these events. Tim was extremely well 
dressed on Sat night, even had a hat on! 

    The South Island Remembrance Service in Christchurch is on the 4th August. Check the notice in the July maga-
zine if anyone is going. Our own Branch Memorial gathering will be on 23rd September at our Garden/Rock followed 
by afternoon tea at The Clubs of Marlborough. 

It’s really good to see such a consistently large numbers of members turning out to coffee mornings at The Vines Vil-
lage & The Retreads rides over these winter months. 

 Thanks to JG for stepping up for The Communication Assistant position & emailing out the weekly notices for the 
bulk of all our members, so you all know what’s happening.  

 

“Till October Ride Safe”. 

Kelvin #3602. 

 

I was checking out at the local Wal-Mart with just a few items and the lady behind me put her things   on the belt 
close to mine. I picked up one of those dividers that they keep by the cash register and placed it between our things 
so they wouldn't get mixed. After the girl had scanned all of my items, she picked up the di-
vider, looking it all over for the bar code so she could scan it. 
Not finding the bar code, she said to me, 'Do you know how much this is?' 
I said to her 'I've changed my mind; I don't think I'll buy that today.' 
She said 'OK,' and I paid her for the things and left. 
She had no clue to what had just happened. 
(But the lady behind me had a big smirk on her face as I left  

 

 

Coordinators  word... 

DISCLAIMER;  While contributions and adverts are welcome, no responsibility can be accepted regarding claims or statements made by             

members or advertisers in respect of  products or services offered.  The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor 
or of the Committee, but are those of the writer/s.  The Editor reserves the right to edit, abridge or decline some contributions. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!….  August 2018 

 

 

 

Nicola Bright                                                

Bob Buchanan                                                    

Bev Gill                                               

Steven Ginders                                 

Kevin McFall   

 

 

 

 

                                                               

Alister McLeod                           

Julie McLeod                            

Gill McVie                                            

Terry Molony                                                         

Anthony Mullen                                                                                             

Alan Rees                                              

Gisela Schulze  

 

 

 

 

                                                             

Les Sircombe                                              

Casy Smits                                                              

Donald Soper                                                  

Mac Trilford                                

Ali Windleburn                           
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Remember…. The DEADLINE  
for the next newsletter is   20th August 

MINUTES of the last Committee meeting... 

Meeting 5th July 2018 
McDonalds, Main Street , Blenheim 
 
Meeting started: 7.01pm 
Attendees: Kelvin Watson, Bob McCrindle, Melissa 
Wills, Jane Laing, John Laing, Jock Woodley, John Sin-
clair, Tim Wills, Tom Brown. 
 
Apologies: Murray Brooks 
Visitors: Don Best 
 
Minutes of previous meeting: True and Accurate, Tim 
Wills/John Laing 
 
Matters arising: None 
 
Inwards correspondence: Email Newsletters, Nth Har-
bour, Nelson, Marlborough, Wellington & Wanganui. 
Mega Mitre 10 re. Dads, Lads & Lasses night M/c dis-
play. Contact John Laing if you would like to display your 
bike as soon as possible. 
Jane Laing re. Steam train Journey Picton & Return. 
National re. InterIslander Discount.                                                 
John Sinclair/Jock Woodley. 
 
Outwards correspondence: None 
 
Treasurer’s report: Account Balances. 
 
General business: 
Advertisers in Magazine. Jock Woodley has agreed to 
go and see our advertisers for our monthly magazine. 
 
Marlborough Branch Memorial Service. Kelvin said 
Murray Brooks will attend our September meeting to dis-
cuss the details. 
 
Christmas Party. Julia and Gisela have offered to               

organise the Christmas Party again this year. The date is 
set for the 9th December. The Toy run date will be the 8th 
December. 
 
30th Branch Birthday. Jock Woodley discussed having a 
midmonth dinner for our branch birthday the date is set 
for the 17th November. 
 
Communication Assistant. Kelvin said John Sinclair will 
take on the role of Communication Assistant. 
 
Train Ride. Jane Laing discussed our club members tak-
ing a ride on the Marlborough Flyer. Tim is going to find 
out details and costs for this. We are looking at doing this 
next February/March. 
 
Mileage Trophy/hip to be disgraceful Trophy. Kelvin 
has agreed to take the cups into the jewellers to organise 
fixing/replacing the cup. Kelvin has generously agreed to  
pay for this to be done.  
 
Mileage Recorder. John Sinclair has agreed to be our 
Mileage recorder for the 2018/19 Mileage Trophy. 
 
Club Night. Jane Laing discussed our mid month dinners 
being changed to the name Club night. Tim said our Club 
Night will be at the Yard Bar 14th July 6.30pm just ring to 
put your name down to come ph 5792363. 
 
New Plymouth Rally. Don Best discussed New Plym-
outh Rally and anyone wanting to go just contact Don 
Best ph 0273236800. 
 
Meeting closed 8pm 
Our next meeting 2nd August 
McDonalds 
Main Street 
Blenheim 
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If you would like to purchase any   item of  

Ulysses Gear, check out    

   the Gear on the  Ulysses NZ  website, 

www.ulysses.org.nz   

      and make a note of what you want.   

Then get in touch with Branch Coordinator Kelvin 

OR Na�onal Admin—Debby, to place your order. 

 

We currently need a new Branch Quartermaster,    

is this a job you could do?                                                  

Talk to Kelvin Watson. 

 

 

ULYSSES GEAR  

  

Full Mechanical Service! 

Looking a�er your                                    

motorcycling needs. 

Ulysses Members  
receive a 10% discount*on most Items.  

At Both Autocare & Motocare  
*some condi�ons apply* 

Wayne Brock 2929 (Owner).  
5 Freswick Street, Blenheim 7201  

Ph: 03 578 2542. Mobile: 021 370 745 
Email: autocare@brock.net.nz 

 

 ALL MEMBERS….Join us, chew the fat, have dinner and a few laughs in good company….. 

 

AUGUST CLUB NIGHT 

 at 

FAIRWEATHERS 

On Scott Street 

Saturday 18 August 

At 6.30pm 

 

Please RSVP to Tim or Melissa Wills on or before Friday 17 August.  

Phone 5792363 

 

CLUB NIGHT… August 2018 
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MEMORIAL GATHERING 
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MID—YEAR DINNER— 23 June 2018 
This year we were back at the Taylor Room at the Clubs of Marlborough.                     

63 people came along and enjoyed a good meal, a couple of drinks, a few laughs              
and applauded those who won trophies, raffles or received service badges. 

Kelvin was the MC, - looking very dapper in his bow tie, braces and dancing shoes, he 
did a great job. Service badges were awarded to the following people 

                                                        10 year badge: 
                            Grant Harrison, 
                            Barry Hawker, 
                            Ian McKercher, 
                            Peter Nelson, 
                            Ian Wilson, 
                            Allan Harper, 
                            Kevin McFall. 
15 year badge: 
                             Barry Hope, 
                             Vic Wooton, 
 
20 year badge: 
                            Ray Beard, 
                            Don Best, 
                            Grant Johnston, 
                            Malcolm McMillan, 
                            Gary Tyson, 
25 year badge: 
                            Marilyn Kavanagh, 
                            Tony Williams, 
                           Stuart Paul.  
 

Gisela Schulze won the John Mears ‘Mileage’     
trophy for 2017/18 with 21,098k’s and Kelvin Wat-
son won  the Mac Trilford ‘Hip to be Disgraceful’ 

Trophy for being the most disgraceful Branch  
member during the past year. 

Jane L is 2 IC to the Sheriff and there had been 
some serious misdemeanours this year—          

over $55 in fines was collected, -                               
you disgraceful lot!! 

 Winners of the Grocery Hamper raffles were,                
Marilyn Kavanagh and Ian McKercher—          

hope you enjoyed the goodies you found in 
those baskets! 

Big Thank you’s to Tim Wills for selling the 
raffle tickets and to Megan Trilford for helping 

the Sheriff collect the fines on the night.—    
Your help was very much appreciated. Also to 
everyone for donating goods for the Grocery 
Hamper raffle—your generosity made for two 

very exciting Hampers. Many Thanks. 

Thank you once again to members John and 
Jane Laing from Marlborough Motorcycle Rid-

ing School for donating extra raffle prizes. 

 

Tony Williams—25 years 

Marilyn Kavanagh—25 years 

Stuart Paul—25 years Gisela—Mileage Trophy Kelvin- Hip to be 

Disgraceful 
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SUNDAY RIDES with Tom 
 

Sunday 24th June. A ride to Pelorus Bridge. 

At the station was Tom, Don, Jeff, Gill. We would meet Alister at the Wairau bridge. 

 Arriving at the parking area Alister was nowhere to be seen,- just his bike. Then he 
came ambling out of the bushes like he had all the time in the world. 
Slowly putting his helmet on, climb on his bike, key on start up, but bare hands. I 
had to run my bike in front of him to stop him leaving as his gloves where on the 
back of his bike. Now Jock there is a big fine here. Alister needs to learn the art of 
waiting for fellow riders. Fully clothed and at the sighting of his fellow riders, key on, 
finger at the start button. 
It was a nice run to the bridge where we met Wendy on her Harley. Alister was out 
on his new bike a Triumph scrambler very nice. 
We had a very pleasant time putting the world to rights and talking over old times. 
Then it was time to head for home, there are still a lot of nice rides out there so 
come on out for a ride. 
Tom 5314.  

 
 

1st July Was a ride to Nelson  

The weather was dodgy over Nelson way. The east coast looked better so it was off to Kekerengu.                                               
It was just Tom, Gill, and Don a very nice ride quite warm very little traffic and the ocean always looks great. 
Nice food we spent two hours there, I am sure Gill doesn’t want to go home in case he will get job to do. 
A nice fast clip back home, another nice winters day out. 
Tom 5314. 

 
 

Sunday 8th July Rained off. 

 
 

Sunday 15th July  A ride to the end of the Collin’s valley and  
back to Pelorus Bridge. 

 
At the station was Tom, Gill, Pete B, Harry from up the Wairau valley and                    
Arron who is from up north and is on a course at Base Woodburne. 
It was a great day no wind sunshine at the Pelorus Bridge I came upon a                       
Honda sports car. 
Around the twisty bits the car took off like a rocket I have never seen                                  
anything accelerate like it. 
This happened all the way to the Rai saddle by now he had my interest. 
Every time I went to get by the driver would put the right indicator on. 
So going by memory I knew there was a short straight coming up. 
As we went round the left hand bend I could see over the cars in front                                   
to the next bend, - up along-side before the driver could do his usual,                                                  
I was on full noise in 3rd and gone. 
Pete who was following said the car driver got the hump and tried everything                               
to get by other cars. 
Stopping at our meeting point at the bottom Whangamoa’s I could see                           
the Honda coming, it flashed past at warp speed. 
We found a nice water fall at this stop does anyone know where this                                         
old road went?  
At the cafe Stu turned up on his Ducati ST 2, the staff made us most welcome. 
After a great meal it was time to head for home another great day out with                  
like-minded mates. 

 
Tom 5314. 

 

Members please note; Sunday rides and destinations can be changed to suit the weather,                                        
the road  conditions and the riders on the day.—Tom. 
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LAST CHANCE!!! 

Ride Forever courses with Marlborough Motorcycle Riding School 

 

GOLD—Sunday 9 August 

SILVER—Saturday 20 October 

GOLD—Saturday 17 November 

 

BOOK NOW! go to; www.2drivesafe.com and hit the ‘book now’ button 

If you have difficulty booking, contact John and he will help you.—021 0828 8713 

NB; if you download a rider training subsidy voucher from the ‘Ride to Live’ website,                                        

the course will cost you nothing!! 

       
 
 
 

ULYSSES WESTLAND 2018  
        HARIHARI RALLY 

         
 
DATE:  Saturday 15th SEPTEMBER Harihari Motor Inn –                                        

phone       03 753 3026 for accommoda�on.  
 
THEME: The le�er “D” 
 

RAFFLES: 
 

SPOT PRIZES: 
 

BEST DRESSED: 
 

COURT SESSION: 
 

MUSIC: 

 
 
For enquires phone Coordinator Anne�e Paterson 
Phone: 03 755 5367  
Cell: 027 439 8929 



 

11 

BITS AND BOBS 
 

Members are asked to please support                 

the Business’s  who support                                       

our newsletter with advertising. 

 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER 

If you have a business, why not tell our                         

members about it? 

Cost for advertising in this newsletter;                                                         

Business card; $75 per annum                                                                       

Quarter page; $120 per annum                                                                

Half page; $240 per annum                                                                          

Full page; $480 per annum 

 

To support our newsletter with regular advertising,                                       

please contact  The Editor, Jane Laing,                                      

Phone; 022 450 7042                                                                                

Email; johnlaing.mt@xtra.co.nz 

 

Seems a number of the Retreads group riders have 

been filling in their winter hours by going shopping. 

Ali Windleburn (below)  proudly showed off his                  

latest purchase on a recent Retreads ride. 

IT”S NOT TOO LATE….. 

 

To register your speedo reading and be 

 in to win the John Mears Mileage Trophy  

for 2018 / 19 

 

Contact John Sinclair today! 

Phone; 578 7110 

 

JOIN IN… 

 

Coffee mornings at the Vines Village Café every 

Saturday, 10am—11.30am 

 

Club Night, have a night off cooking and come out 

for dinner each mid month, dates advertised in this 

newsletter and on our Branch website. 

 

Branch Committee meetings, first Thursday of the 

month at McDonalds restaurant on Main Street. 

 

Sunday rides; dates and times listed in this                    

newsletter and on our website. 

 

Thursday rides; short and social—meet at                    

Brayshaw Park carpark every                                         

Thursday morning, 11am 

 

Check out our website under ‘Whats On’ for other 

one off rides and events throughout the year. 
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RETREADS REPORTS 
21st June 2018 – Havelock Hotel (aka Pelorus Tavern) 

Arrived at Brayshaw Park a couple of minutes before 11am expecting to 
see everyone ready to take off, but that was certainly not the case to-
day. Obviously JG’s prolonged 70th Birthday Celebrations had fried his 
brain somewhat in respect of punctuality so I guess we can excuse him 
on this occasion. Another mitigating factor was the late arrival of Dave 
Jackson seated upon a brand spanking new Suzuki 650 VSTROM. JG 
couldn’t help himself and had to give it more than a casual once over 
accompanied by several oohs & aahs. Needless to say Dave looked on 
like a pussy that had just licked the bowl of cream several times over! It 
certainly caught my fancy as I am finding my 1200cc Bandit a bit on the 
heavy side and am thinking of downsizing. I climbed on board the 
VSTROM with some difficulty as it was a lot higher than mine but once 
in the saddle you could feel it was not the brute the Bandit is. The 
VSTROM is certainly higher than mine as was evidenced by me experi-
encing that common problem we older males tend to face of having diffi-
culty getting one’s leg over, but Dave suggested I would quickly overcome such 
problems if I joined my wife Dale, him and his wife Mary, at the Gym they all at-
tend together and embark on a course of muscle stretching. A good idea Dave, 
but unfortunately that involves serious physical activity to which I am somewhat 
adverse!  

When we finally departed it was straight up Alabama Road, New Renwick Road, 
Dog Point Road & Hawkesbury Road, then around the outskirts of Renwick to 
link up with State Highway 6 and our catch-up spot just before the Wairau 
Bridge. From then on it was full steam ahead to Havelock. It was a tad cool trav-
elling up the valley with only fleeting glimpses of the sun but it was certainly not 
unbearable. Upon arrival we all pulled into what we thought was the Pub’s car-
park but apparently that was not the case. It seems the carpark belonged to a 
motel complex not associated with the Pub; however no-one seemed to be       
aggrieved about it so all was good. 

Today’s group consisted of Murray Brooks, Grant Johnston, John Hadfield,      
Kelvin Watson, (who ate only one toastie today - and it wasn't his - again!) Wally 
Allan, Graham Check, Peter Nelson, Terry Molony, Graeme Howarth, Ali      
Windleburn, Bob Moss, Dave Jackson, JG and me. 

It was rather pleasant inside the Pub, nice and warm and the lady behind the 
Bar going out of her way to make us welcome. We all placed 
our orders and then took up residence in two groups adja-
cent to each other so we could converse within our own 
group as well as with the other group. I won’t bore you with 
all the bull dung discussed during lunch; suffice it to say it 
was the usual banter associated with our group. The poor 
waitress was a bit overwhelmed trying to deliver the correct 
orders to the correct recipients, but trying to deal with a 
bunch of old geriatrics verging on senility, would test the 
mental agility of any sane person! Towards the end of lunch 
Ali held his little “prayer reading” session which had us all in 
stitches of laughter. 

All too soon we reluctantly took our leave and departed ei-
ther for home or to extend the ride a little further. As far as I 
am aware this was the first time we had dined as a group at 
today’s venue and everyone seemed pretty happy so I sus-
pect it might become a regular choice from now on. 

Bob #8033  

 

28th June 2018 – The Store, Kekerengu 

At long last the day dawned a little warmer than what we have been experiencing recently and so JG’s choice of 
heading south appeared to be an inspired one. Not sure if I should use the word “inspired” in respect of JG, I don’t 
want him to get any grandiose ideas about becoming a second Stephen Hawkings! 

Arrived at Brayshaw Park to join today’s bunch which included Murray Brooks, Jeff Eales, Bob Kavanagh, Allan Ed-
gar, Kelvin Watson, Danny McGowan, Lindsay Learmonth and Lilly the Dog, Grant Johnston, Terry Molony, John 
Hadfield, Evan Teale, Wally Allan, Tom Brown, Graham Howarth, Bob Moss, JG and me = 18 including the dog. 

Sign beside the condom machine 
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RETREADS  
We had our usual catch up opposite Montana just south of Riverlands then it was onward to Kekerengu. The trip out 
was marred by three or four stops for road works but apart from that there were no other issues. Furthermore the 
temperature was quite mild which certainly made for a pleasant ride out.  

Upon arrival those of us with dodgy plumbing headed for the toilets before entering the Café. Now I am a little con-
cerned about Tom Brown. You see in his haste to get to the loo he simply barged through the nearest toilet entrance 
looking for the urinal, but upon not finding one didn’t think anything more about it and dived into a cubicle and started 
to do what he had to do. While standing there in mid-stream he happened to glance downwards and slightly to the 
left and that’s when things turned to custard. He was just able to make out the shape of a female high heel shoe 
pointing in the opposite direction to his corresponding riding boot and it slowly dawned on him that he was not where 
he should have been. It took him a “wee” while to pluck up the courage & extract himself from the women’s loo when 
he felt it was safe to do so. Nice one Tom, now that is definitely a case of behaving disgracefully! 

We had certainly swollen the cliental of the Café and it took a little while to place all our orders along with the other 
punters who had stopped for a meal. While we waited for our meals to arrive Danny McGowan & John Hadfield 
seemed to dominate the conversation at our end of the table. They were both ably assisted by JG & the Doc so Evan 
& I simply remained quiet and listened and I can assure you it was quite entertaining. 

 After whiling away a good hour or so for lunch it was time to head homeward. JG suggested a stop at Ward for an 
ice cream might be a good idea. By now the clouds had cleared and the sun was at its peak so it was a no brainer to 
interrupt the trip home by indulging oneself with a little treat. At least a few of us have a modicum of respect for our 
bodies and only partook of a single scoop however some of our group have eyes bigger than their bellies and insist-
ed on having a double scoop. Now the woman dispensing the ice creams was very generous with the size of each 
scoop so the doubles were ginormous to say the least. The Doc tried to justify his choice of a double purely on eco-
nomic grounds in that a single scoop cost $3-50 whereas a double only cost an additional $1-00 at $4-50. Nice try 
Doc, but you are forgetting the size of the meal you had recently consumed. He had ordered a feed of bacon & eggs 
upon a couple of slices of bread or its equivalent. Upon getting his meal and giving it a good looking over he sum-
moned the waitress over and politely asked her to find the bacon on his 
plate. She was a bit taken aback but on closer examination she had to 
agree with him and promised that would be rectified ASAP. About five 
minutes later she returned with the missing bacon and some. I think be-
tween her & the Chef they had a dose of the guilt’s and tripled the quantity 
of bacon the Doc would have got if it had accompanied the meal originally! 

And while we are on the topic of the Doc, it would be amiss of me not to re-
port on his artistic skills. While munching through our ice creams at the Flax-
borne Tearooms we all noticed some very good chalk drawings of what 
looked like Foot Rot Flat characters on a blackboard behind the bar section 
of the tearooms. Shortly after passing favourable comments about the quali-
ty of the drawings someone noticed there was another blackboard on the 
wall at the end of the tables we were seated at with a note on it inviting cus-
tomers to display their artistic talents or lack thereof! Now we all know the 
Doc is not backward in coming forward and today was no exception. With a 
glint in his eye he was up in a flash looking for some chalk. He then proceed-
ed to the blackboard and after a moment or two of naval gazing proceeded to 
construct his masterpiece of white on green. It was interesting to note as an 
aside that he holds the chalk “arse about face” (for the uninitiated – left hand-
ed). His masterpiece consisted of a brick wall with about ¾ of a head peering 
over the top of the wall. The head had two rather large eyes and as a finish-
ing touch the Doc added a squiggly line running from the top right side of the 
head to between the two eyes which the best interpreta-
tion I could come up with was either a cut of split in the 
head. And that was it.  

We all sat around like a bunch of stunned mullets trying 
to work out just what the hell it was meant to portray. 
And to make matters worse the Doc himself was a little 
speechless when asked to please explain. The general 
consensus was the Doc should stick with his knitting 
and forget about any aspirations he might have in     
respect of his so called artistic talents! 

It was great to have an extended ride accompanied by 
good weather today. Let’s hope it is a sign the weather 
is on the improve having passed through the shortest 
day of the year. 

Bob #8033 

 

ABOVE; Evan hooking into his            

double scooper 

BELOW: Some of the mob at lunch 

laughing at the photographer who 

had candles burning perilously 

close to his rear end. 
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RETREADS  
5th July 2018 – Jolly Roger, Waikawa. 

The persistent cooler temperatures we have been experiencing lately are still hanging around and today was no ex-
ception; however it was not enough to deter 20 odd attendees who eventually sat down for lunch at today’s venue. 
They included Murray Brooks, Lindsay Learmonth, Graham Check, Lou Jowers, Kelvin Watson, Peter Beckett, Wally 
Allan, Terry Molony, Dave Jackson, Allan Graham, Ali Windleburn, Bruce and Shirley Morton, Jeff and Wendy 
Champion with Granddaughter Reanna, Peter and Helga Pinion, JG and me.  

Allan Graham had been conspicuous by his absence over the last several weeks so I sauntered over to him to wel-
come him back into the fold and to politely ask him if he had been feeling poorly lately. He answered to the affirma-
tive in that the cold weather had got to him and so he had prescribed himself a cruise around the tropics to over-
come the winter blues. At that point in time any sympathy I had for him flew out the door at a great rate of knots. The 
miserable bugger hadn’t invited me along to carry his bags!!! The 
trip had certainly done him some good as he was in fine spirits and 
it sounded like he had had a great time. 

Pity I can’t say the same for JG; at one stage during lunch JG came 
over to our table and dropped the little prezzie I gave him for his 
70th in front of me.   You would have seen a photo of that book in 
the last Club Newsletter taken by Jane who had tactfully censored 
certain areas of the anatomy of the naked husband & wife depicted 
on the front cover and posing as a wine cooler on the one hand and 
a workmate stand on the other. The only reason I chose that book 
for JG was the fact the body shape of the male depicted in the book 
bore a remarkable resemblance to him as well as portraying a simi-
lar inventiveness in finding unpractical solutions to the majority of 
issues that come his way. I will return the book to you next Thurs-
day JG. I probably will have stopped laughing sufficiently by then. 

Now I have been reminded that so far I have not imparted to our 
newsletter readers some of the pearls of wisdom that emanate from 
the mouth of our resident philosopher, Ali Windleburn. So today I 
will precis as best I can one example Ali bestowed upon us today.  
It went something like this: - A keen seafood gatherer was about to 
board a plane to fly home when a rather attractive air hostess wrin-
kled her dainty little nose in the air and caught a whiff of an un-
pleasant odour coming the passenger’s carry -on bag. The hostess 
politely suggested to the man that rather than place the bag in the 
baggage holder above his seat and in the interests of his fellow 
passengers, she store it in the galley area for the duration of the 
flight and he can retrieve the bag from the Information Desk at their 
destination airport. Upon arrival at the destination the air hostess 
duly took the bag to the desk and after waiting for several minutes 
picked up the microphone and made the following public announce-
ment; “Would the gentleman on Flight 123 please come to the Infor-
mation Desk as I would like to return the “crabs” he so kindly gave 
to me prior to our departure from XYZ."  I guess the motto of this 
story is to choose one’s words carefully before opening one’s 
mouth! 

After a pleasant hour or so and an enjoyable meal it was time to 
call it quits and head for home as no one seemed that keen on ex-
tending the ride further today. 

Bob #8033 

 

12July—Brick Oven, Rai Valley 

Today was 12th July and that’s as close as the Retread rides get to mid winter this year. And it felt like mid winter too. 
No frost but a grey southerly day with wet air and a high of 11 but 9 when we departed. The forecasters said it would 
clear but they got that wrong and it rained through the Kaituna Valley on the homeward leg. We had a great turnout 
of 17, 15 of whom were on bikes including our soon-to-be-90 Brian. We all agreed that not everyone watching us 
would realise we were having so much fun............ 

Today’s Merry Mob included Murray Brooks, Ali Windleburn, Danny McGowan, Terry Molony, Lindsay Learmonth, 
Evan Teale, Tom Brown, Peter Bugler, Peter Beckett, Wally Allan, Louise and Brian Pearce, John Neal, Peter         
Nelson me and late comers, Allan Graham and Dave Jackson. We leave at 1100 team! Missing today was Bob 
McCrindle who had a better offer apparently.                                                        Continued over page….. 

ABOVE; Wonder if they had room for their 

tea? 

BELOW; The merry mob on their steeds 
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RETREADS  
We had an uneventful ride to the Brick Oven at Rai 
where the cold weather saw many having large hot 
meals – even Louise! The crisis came when Tom Brown 
went to go across the road to the loo and found the place 
locked up. The helpful waitress suggested we use the 
toilets at the two camping grounds – both at each end of 
the town. It was impressed upon her that at our age, 
such long trips would lead to the elderly having accidents 
en route so she made available one of the cabins at the 
rear and it was well patronised being a cold day. Speak-
ing of dunnies, Tom confessed to using the Ladies one 
at our recent Kekerengu visit. Never trust an old man on 
a motorcycle. 

Lunchtime humour was provided by JG and Ali then JG, 
unable to interest anyone else, left to do a lap around the 
block. And that’s another story. 

Three new bikes were in attendance today. Ali has ac-
quired a Triumph Scrambler 900 (pictured). This is his 5th 
bike which isn’t many given he will be an octogenarian by the time you read this. Another new acquisition is John 
Neal’s Boulevard 800 ex Sheriff Jock apparently. And Murray Brooks was there today too on his Bandit 650. Great to 
see you blokes getting on with it. 

Get on with riding or get on with dying. 

Cheers, JG # 9272 

 

Flaxbourne tearooms and beyond - 19.07.18 

Today the weather gods smiled on us again. It was a stunning day with enough westerly to keep the frost to a minor 
one whilst not being strong enough to extend south of the Saltworks. And clever us picked the Flaxbourne Rearooms 
for today’s outing. We sat outside in shirtsleeves in brilliant sunshine and admired the unusual sight of seeing the 
wind farm turbines stationary. 

Lou led and Danny was again tail end Charlie driving in his immaculately restored 1955 
Studebaker Transtar pickup. (Pictured) 

Our 14 strong Merry Mob included Lou Jowers, Ali and Bruce Windleburn, Lindsay Lear-
month, Danny McGowan, Terry Molony, Wally Allan, John Hadfield, Peter Beckett, Dave 
Jackson, Bob Moss, Graeme Howarth, Pete Nelson and me.  

In spite of the advertisement for today’s Retread trip suggesting there might be a birthday boy in attendance, Brian 
didn’t show. In fact Louise rang me last night rather sheepishly and announced that she had lent Brian’s bike to one 
of her girlfriends so Louise and her could ride to a lunch appointment!! Now Brian, at your ripe old age of 90, I would-
n’t dare suggest what you should do about this – I’m sure you know. What is worth reflecting on is that at 90, Brian 
still turns up on his bike for most Retread rides. I think that is inspirational in the extreme eh. And long may it contin-
ue. 

After a great lunch and following Ali’s “readings” we split and a number of us went to Kekerengu for an ice cream. 
Another great ride and two Highway Patrols left unalarmed - just curious. But unbelievable though it may seem, there 
was no ice cream on the premises. This saw JG demoted on the spot following a severe reprimand! 

The ride home was splendid and even the wind north of the 
saltworks was amiable. 

Some of the great things about riding in winter are that there 
are no smashed bugs and bees on the bike or visor; there are 
very few camper vans about and usually less wind. 

There’s no such thing as crook weather – just crook gear. 

JG # 9272 

 

                                      Making the most of no ice cream 
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CLUB NIGHT at the Yard Bar 

Saturday 14 July 2018 

 

There was a reasonable turnout—                                    

14 people I think. 

‘Someone’ let it slip that it was Jan Grahams  

birthday, Kelvin had a quick word with the Staff 

and cake with candle was produced!                        

Happy Birthday Jan! 

John and I enjoyed hearing about Jan and               

Allans recent travels—good to see you guys. 

It was Tim’s turn to look very dapper this evening, 

- the hat suited you mate! 

Don was talking about the ’Procrastinators’               

playing for our 2020 National Rally—he just  

needs to find a base player—can anyone         

help him out? 

Julia and Kelvin are heading off to Canada             

again shortly, happy travels!! 

Colin and  Tom were so deep in conversation I 

couldn’t hear a word they were saying—very      

annoying for a nosey person like me, darn it! 

Ali arrived late and Shane?? Great to see you  

mate—always enjoy having you along, isn’t             

it time you filled out that membership                         

application form? We’d love to have                  

you signed up. 

A very enjoyable evening, once again lots of 

laughter and good cheer, never miss a Club Night—too much fun. 

Thanks Tim—see you at Fairweathers in August.    Jane 

 

Almost Famous….. 

Three dead bodies turn up at the mortuary, all with  
very big smiles on their faces. The coroner calls the 
police to tell them his results after the examination. 

"First body: Frenchman, 60, died of heart failure            
whilst making love to his mistress. Hence the              

enormous smile, Inspector", says the Coroner. 

"Second body: "Scotsman, 25, won a thousand   
pounds on the lottery, spent it all on whisky.                            
Died of alcohol Poisoning, hence the smile." 

The Inspector asked, "What of the third body?" 

"Ah," says the coroner, "this is the most unusual              
one. Paddy from Belfast, 30, struck by lightning." 

"Why is he smiling then?" inquires the Inspector. 

"Thought he was having his picture taken." 

 

Before you open your gob…. 



 

17 

 

MARLBOROUGH BRANCH Ulysses Club of NZ Inc 

 

Dons DOUBLE OVERNIGHTER TO TARANAKI Branch,                  

 ENERGY RALLY 

23 – 25 November 2018 

 

 

ITINERARY 

Friday 23 November; 7.30am; Travel Blenheim to Picton; -full tanks please! 

8am; Meet at Picton Ferry terminal to catch 9.05am Interislander Ferry to Wellington 

12noon; arrive Wellington and ride/drive to New Plymouth Rally site (NB there will be an afternoon tea/

petrol stop on the way.) – approx. 300k’s. 

Friday 23 and Saturday 24th Nov; at the Rally site 

Sunday 25th November; 9am; Leave Rally site together . (morning tea/petrol stop on the way)  -                  

Ride/drive to Wellington. 

1.30pm arrive Wellington Interislander Ferry terminal in time to catch the 2.45pm Wellington to                        

Picton Ferry. 

6pm; Picton to Blenheim. 

 

What YOU need to do; 

1. Complete attached (see opposite)  Rally registration form and send, with payment, to the Organiser 

of the Taranaki Rally as noted on the form. 

2. Book Interislander Ferry – use Ulysses Discount promo code  (XULY1 )                                                                        

23 November  - 9.05am sailing Picton to Wellington                                                                                                  

25 November – 2.45pm sailing Wellington to Picton 

3.      CONTACT Don Best, the Ride/Drive Organiser and tell him you will be joining us for this adventure                    

and your mode of transport. 

 

Marlborough Ride/Drive Organiser; Don Best. Phone  027 323 6800   

 

**(anyone wanting to come back on the Monday or later, this can be arranged, talk to Don). 

 

NOTE; Bikes, Cars & tents, Motorhomes and Caravans all welcome. 

 

NOTE; Please remember, you must present your Ulysses membership card to get your Ferry boarding 

pass or the Ulysses discount will not apply. 

 

“We only regret the journeys we did not take” 
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Taranaki Branch, Ulysses Club Energy Rally. 

23rd to 25th November     2018 

                                                  
Back to Basics style of rally.

    Venue TSB TOPEC, Hydro Road, State Highway 3 Junction Road New Plymouth. 

Name ------------------------------------------------------------------ Ulysses # ------------------------------- 

Address --------------------------------------------------------------- Phone # --------------------------------- 

Pillion ------------------------------------------------------------------Ulysses # -------------------------------- 

E-mail (optional) ---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Cabins available for at least 80 people, first in first served. Also room to bring 

the Motor Home or Caravan.       Cost   

 Number   Total 
Friday night BBQ   $10.00 p/p   ----------   $---------- 

Saturday Breakfast   $5.00   p/p   ----------   $---------- 

Sunday Breakfast   $5.00   p/p   ----------                $---------- 

Saturday evening meal   $30.00 p/p   ----------   $---------- 

Friday accommodation   $15.00 P/P   ----------   $---------- 

Saturday accommodation $15.00 P/P   ----------   $---------- 

 

The Taranaki Branch Ulysses Club will have a liquor licence for alcohol sales, so 

there will be no BYO, the prices will be very reasonable.  Thank you. 

In signing this form I/We agree to abide by all rules and regulations for the event and 

will hold blameless all organizers and officials connected with the event for injury or 

damage while traveling or participating in the event.    

Please forward this form with your remittance to Blair Campbell c/- 85 Manu Cres 

Vogeltown New Plymouth 4310  

Signed ----------------------------------------------------- Date ---------------------------------------- 

 

Internet banking.  15-3949-0289502-00      Use your Ulysses number as reference.  

Or a Cheque made out to Taranaki Ulysses. 

Contact Blair Campbell on 0274490202 with any queries. or at ibcampbell@xtra.co.nz 
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DATE DAY TIME DETAILS RIC 

Every week Thursdays 11am Thursday Group rides . Meet at Brayshaw Park carpark, all members 

and visitors Welcome 

Grant Johnson           

John Sinclair 

29 July Sunday 11am Sunday lunch at Forresters café, just past Rai Valley Tom Brown 

2 August Thursday  7pm Commi�ee mee�ng at McDonalds on Main Street. All welcome. John Laing 

4 Aug Sat 1pm South Island Remembrance Service Christchurch Canterbury                  

Coordinator 

5 August Sunday 10.30am Riding over the hill for lunch in Nelson. Decide café on the day Tom Brown 

12 August Sunday 10.30am A blag down to Clarence Bridge then back to  Kekerengu for lunch Tom Brown 

18 August Saturday 6.30pm CLUB NIGHT at Fairweathers on Sco� Street. Please RSVP to Tim or 

Melissa on or before 17 Aug.  Phone 5792363 

Tim Wills 

19 August Sunday 11am A social ride to the Brick Oven at Rai Valley for lunch Tom Brown 

26 August Sunday 10.30am Round the block to Nelson via Wairau valley, and Top House. Lunch at 

Wakefield, back through Nelson and an ice cream at Rai Valley. 

Tom Brown 

     

     

MARLBOROUGH RIDES & EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY RIDES;  Unless otherwise stated, all Sunday Rides leave from the south end 
of Blenheim Railway Station car-park—check the rides calendar. 

MID WEEK RIDES; Thursdays, depart Brayshaw Park car-park 11am—check with 
John or Grant if in doubt. 

Come on your bike or in your car, it doesn’t matter, just come along and join in.  

If you have an idea for a ride, get in touch with the Rides Coordinators 

LOOKING ON DOWN THE ROAD... 

FURTHER ON DOWN THE ROAD... 

2 September; Fathers day. 

15 September; - Harriers  Queen Charlotte Relay. Marshalls will be needed, more info later. 

23 September; - Save the date; Marlborough Branch Memorial gathering at our garden/rock. More info page 7. 

27-29 October; Anniversary weekend Double Overnighter to Pohara Beach Top 10 Holiday Park. Book your own 

accommodation at the Holiday Park, phone (03) 525 9500. Email; info@poharatop10.co.nz 

23-25 November; - Don’s Double Overnighter to Taranaki Branch Energy Rally (see info & rego form pg 13 & 14 ) 

8 December; - Second Saturday in December, Marlborough Branch Toy Run, more details later. 

2 January 2019—Port Nelson Street races. 10am—4pm. 

3 February 2019—Shiny Side up is on again in Nelson 

29—31  March 2019; National Rally and AGM, Hastings—check your next Ulyssian magazine for registration details 

and talk to Kelvin about accommodation. 

13-15 March 2020; National Rally and AGM, Marlborough.—Plans are underway! 
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Our newsletter is proudly sponsored by….. 

SENDER; Ulysses Club of New Zealand Inc, MARLBOROUGH Branch. 
If undelivered please return to The Secretary, 94 Howick Road Blenheim 7201 

The Three Principles of the Ulysses Club Inc are;- 

 
1. To provide ways in which older motorcyclists can get together for                      

companionship and mutual support.  

2. To show by example that motorcycling can be an enjoyable and                       

practical activity for riders of all ages. 

3. To draw the attention of public and private institutions to the needs and views of older riders. 


