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Refer all membership  enquiries  to the 

Coordinator or a  Committee member 

 

Monthly newsletter of the MARLBOROUGH BRANCH, Ulysses Club of NZ Inc. 

The Beavertown News 
July 2018 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER… 

If you want to keep receiving 
a hard copy of this                                   

newsletter—pay your $15 
newsletter subscription to 
Treasurer, Bob McCrindle  
on or before 31 July 2018. 

ABOVE; It must have been interesting, - whatever it was!  Read the 

report on pages 12—13. Pictured  Left to right; Brian & Louise Pearce, 

John Neal, Danny McGowan, Lionel Graham. 

The Three Principles of the Ulysses Club Inc are;- 

 
1. To provide ways in which older motorcyclists can get                  

together for companionship and mutual support.  

2. To show by example that motorcycling can be an                      
enjoyable and practical activity for riders of all ages. 

3. To draw the attention of public and private institutions                    
to the needs and views of older riders. 
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               Ulysses Members  

Trades Directory 

You can advertise your business in this  publication for $75 per year                                                        
(12 Adverts -  Business Card Size) 

Contact: Jane; Ph. 577 6663 OR Kelvin, Ph. 577 6822 for further information 

Max Lichtnecker 
0274 321 449                                      

or 03 578 1331                          

Box 938                                               

BLENHEIM 
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    With winter with us now, I know a few bike registrations are on hold.  

We have had the odd frost, some rain & a few good days. Also snow on the high 
country. 

 By the time you all read this report our Mid winter Dinner at The Clubs of             
Marlborough will have been over for another year. 70 or so members & partners 
would have enjoyed that night with service badges & a couple of trophies given 
out to some of our members. The Mileage Trophy is one & the other is The Hip To Be Disgraceful Trophy.                       
Congratulations to all the recipients. Thanks JG for organizing a good night. 

Some of us have had important birthdays, but never mind ,none of us look a day older, or need our             
glasses changing! 

    It’s only about 4 weeks before Julia & myself head off to  
Canada to visit family & grandchildren for a month. While we 
are away I feel sure that the club will be in good hands amongst 
the committee members & John Laing will run the August  
meeting in my absence. 

Our Branch Memorial Gathering is well in hand thanks to           
Murray Brooks taking over the organizing of this event.  

Coffee mornings &  Retreads rides are still attracting big             
attendances even though it’s winter. Sunday ride turnouts            
fluctuate depending on the day. 

 

“Till next month Ride Safe”. 

 

Kelvin #3602. 

 

PS. Hopefully a guest coordinators word will be in the August 
magazine for you all. 

Coordinators  word... 

DISCLAIMER;  While contributions and adverts are welcome, no responsibility can be accepted regarding claims or statements made by             

members or advertisers in respect of  products or services offered.  The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor 
or of the Committee, but are those of the writer/s.  The Editor reserves the right to edit, abridge or decline some contributions. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!….  July 2018 

 

 

Keith (Blackie) Black                        

Graham Check                                            

Chris de Wagt                                                                   

Phillipe Dumont                                                     

Steve Dyer  

 

 

 

                                                    

Peter Garrick                                                          

Lionel Graham                                                                               

John Hadfield                               

Grant Harrison                                                               

Bob McCrindle                                            

Ian McKercher   

 

 

                                                                

Brian Pearce                                                                   

Chris Rarity                                                    

Brian Roberts                                                                    

Megan Trilford                                                              

Julia Watson 
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Remember…. The DEADLINE  
for the next newsletter is   20th July 

MINUTES of the last Committee meeting... 

Meeting 7th June 2018 
McDonalds, Main Street, Blenheim 
 
Meeting started 7.00pm 
Attendees: Kelvin Watson, Tom Brown, Jane Laing, 
John Laing, Bob McCrindle, Melissa Wills 
 
Apologies:  John Sinclair, Tim Wills, Kevin Bright, Jock 
Woodley      
Accepted. Bob McCrindle/Jane Laing 
Visitors: Murray Brooks, Don Best. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting:  
True and accurate record.   Bob McCrindle/Jane Laing. 
Matters arising: Overnighter cancelled, Letter of thanks-
well done. 
 
Inwards correspondence 
June Newsletter from Nelson Branch 
New Discount for Scenic Rail 
Invitation to 30 year celebration from Lorraine Lindsay 
July 8 Speight’s Ale House Nelson. 
Outwards Correspondence:  
Letter of thanks to Sun Newspaper from Kelvin Watson. 
All correspondence approved. Tom Brown/Bob McCrin-
dle. 
 
Treasurers report. 
Motion passed for Motor Trade Finance bill to be written 
off.    Moved Jane Laing/Seconded Bob McCrindle 
Accounts for payment. $300 for stamps for Newsletter. 
Kelvin moved a motion that we will write a cheque for the 
Mid Year Dinner at the Clubs of Marlborough.                                     
John Laing seconded, motion carried. 
 
General business: 
Jane asked for the date that the letter from Kelvin was in 
the Sun Newspaper. 

Jane has sent the invoices for the monthly newsletter out 
with the June newsletter. 
Jane said the plaque for the Remembrance service said 
November. 
 
District council ride to live website: You can report 
near miss/incidents. Also you can do a ride report (200 
words) and get a $20 voucher. 
 
Marlborough Motorcycle road safety group: meeting 
every second month on a Tuesday, 12.30-2pm are look-
ing for two more people to join. Murray Brooks and Don 
Best are interested in attending. 
 
Car pooling: Tom said some members may find it hard 
to attend social occasions as they may not have transport 
he said maybe we could take their names and ph num-
bers to invite them. 
 
Memorial Gathering: Murray Brooks would like to organ-
ise a Memorial gathering for Marlborough members that 
have passed away. Sunday 23rd September 2.30pm by 
the Ulysses Memorial Rock opposite Clubs of Marlbor-
ough, then afternoon tea at the club to follow. Jane Laing 
moved a vote of thanks for Murray for organising this. 
 
Taranaki Ulysses Rally: Don said we should have a 
group ride up there, November 23rd, $15 night. 
 
Meeting closed: 8.05pm 
Our next meeting: will be 7pm on 5th July 2018 
McDonalds 
Main Street 
Blenheim. 
 

 

All members are invited to join us for the  

JULY Mid-month Dinner and Social evening at 

 

THE YARD BAR  
30 Maxwell Road, Blenheim 

 

 Saturday 14 July at 6.30pm 

 

To book in, please contact Tim or Melissa Wills, on or before Friday 12 July. 

Phone; 5792363 



 

6 

 

If you would like to purchase any   item of  

Ulysses Gear, check out    

   the Gear on the  Ulysses NZ  website, 

www.ulysses.org.nz   

      and make a note of what you want.   

Then get in touch with Branch Coordinator Kelvin 

OR Na�onal Administrator —Debby Morgan, 

 to place your order. 

 

We currently need a new Branch                        

Quartermaster, is this a job you could do?                                                  

Talk to Kelvin Watson. 

 

 

 

ULYSSES GEAR  

  

Full Mechanical Service! 

Looking a�er your                                    

motorcycling needs. 

Ulysses Members  
receive a 10% discount*on most Items.  

At Both Autocare & Motocare  
*some condi�ons apply* 

Wayne Brock 2929 (Owner).  
5 Freswick Street, Blenheim 7201  

Ph: 03 578 2542. Mobile: 021 370 745 
Email: autocare@brock.net.nz 

 
Here is an actual sign posted at a golf club in Scotland:                                               Kelvin Watson 

   
1.     BACK STRAIGHT, KNEES BENT, FEET SHOULDER WIDTH APART.  

2.    FORM A LOOSE GRIP.  
3.     KEEP YOUR HEAD DOWN!  

4.     AVOID A QUICK BACK SWING.  
5.     STAY OUT OF THE WATER.  
6.     TRY NOT TO HIT ANYONE.  

7.     IF YOU ARE TAKING TOO LONG, LET OTHERS GO AHEAD OF YOU  
8.     DON'T STAND DIRECTLY IN FRONT OF OTHERS.  

9.     QUIET PLEASE … WHILE OTHERS ARE PREPARING.  
10.   DON'T TAKE EXTRA STROKES.  

 
WELL DONE.  NOW, FLUSH THE URINAL, GO OUTSIDE, AND TEE OFF.  
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SUNDAY RIDES with Tom #5314 
 

27th May Ride over the hill to Happy Valley. 
But as there was only three of us we went to Kekerengu. 
Myself, Gill, and Pete B it’s a nice ride only forty mins, and there all types 
of terrain to keep most bikers happy. 
Not much to report, had a nice lunch and put the world to rights.Then 
head for home. 
Tom 5314 

 

3rd June That great ride to Forresters Cafe Rai Valley. 
It takes just an hour and is a very pretty ride. The cafe staff always have a 
table booked for us. I had the sunday roast dinner very nice and it saved 
cooking. 
With age come strange mind games, I always take a note pad  but then 
forget to use it. 
I know there where 6 of us Tom, Pete B, Gill, then the brain faded. 
But we had a great time then sadly it was time to head for home. 
And I cannot remember if we had an ice cream on the way home.  

 
 
4thJune Monday. (Queens Birthday Monday) Was rained off. 

 
 
10th June. A new cafe in the Tasman valleys, The Riverside 
Cafe. 
The cafe is an old house converted in to a cafe. 
The food and service was 10 star and the cafe was booked out. So we thought we would have a long wait. But room 
was found outside for us and the food came very quick. 
While we where munching away we wondering which way to go home. Yes the Motueka highway to the Kohatu 
sounded good. 
A very nice waitress told how to get to the Motueka Highway. Just up the road from the cafe turn right into Edwards 
Rd. This took us all the way across country to the Mot H/way. Now this road is one of the best biking roads that we 
have been on.  
A ice cream/coffee break then home. Myself Gill and Stu went via  the Top House, and the other four went via Nel-
son 
It was a magic day out the roads where great and the company was good. 

 

17th June. A ride to the Caves Kaikoura 
On the ride was Tom, Pete B, Stu, Donald, and Chris. 
Pete had chores to do at home so he only went as far as                         
Kekerengu. It is always a great ride down the coast even with the 
road works. 
We left in sunshine but at Kekerengu there was a very low cloud 
base and it turned cold. So much for Kaikoura’s weather report with 
stated high cloud and sunshine. We got through the stop and go 
signs very quickly. 
At the caves we ordered our food I had the lamb sunday roast, it 
saves me cooking when I get home. the roast was big and very nice. 
A very pleasant time was spent putting the world to rights.                              
But then it was time to head for home, spare a thought for the             
people on the stop and go boards. These people are out in all 
weathers and they looked frozen when we went by. 
A stop Seddon for a ice cream/coffee/cake what ever. Ian Wilson 
and Sharan pulled up in his brand new pick up. Ian you are                       
earning too much money! 
Then it was time for the last leg home it was a great day out                
with like minded people.  

 
And there are still some great winter rides out there. 

 
Tom 5314. 

Doesn’t matter, - come for a ride anyway! 
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BRASS MONKEY VIRGIN 2018 
 

A Brass Monkey Virgin’s Coming Of Age 

Having talked about doing it and then backing out at the last moment for the last two or three years, it was time to 
stop procrastinating and either man up or shut up. Finally the missus forced the issue by saying that, if I didn’t do it 
this time, don’t even contemplate mentioning it ever again! Having backed myself into a corner I had little option but 
to commit. 

So, where does one start? At least “She Indoors” kick started it by suggesting that we do it in easy stages & that she 
tows our caravan down & back & I ride the bike. I thought that she was rather brave accepting such a challenge giv-
en that she had only towed the caravan a few times before , however the more I thought about it the more I warmed 
to the suggestion. The next step was to sort out what gear to take and that was a major as I had no idea what to ex-
pect except that there was a pretty damned good chance it would be very, very cold. So the next few days were a 
nightmare, pulling out, putting back and then pulling out again what I thought I needed. I was definitely coloured by 
the fact I could carry a lot extra in the Ute & Caravan & make a final decision before heading up to the rally from our 
proposed base in Ranfurly. At that stage my mind turned to possible road conditions to expect & that started to really 
freak me out. Needless to say I was almost a nervous wreck before I had even started, however I managed to perse-
vere and all too soon D Day arrived & it was time to embark on this odyssey. 

Day 1 – Tuesday 29th May 2018. Blenheim to Kaikoura. 

Spent all day stuffing around packing, unpacking & then repacking. The missus got the pricker with me & took off mid
-afternoon with the caravan in tow & suggested I meet up with her in Kaikoura. I finally got on the road about half an 
hour after she left & promptly calmed down as there was not a lot of traffic & you could motor along at your own 
pace. Unfortunately by leaving so late it was rather cool but at least I was on my way. The trip was uneventful until 
you hit all the earthquake related road works & stop/go people, but eventually I reunited with Dale & the Caravan in 
Kaikoura and we headed south to the motor camp at Peketa for the night. Lying directly under the seaward moun-
tains covered with snow meant cool temperatures but the heater in the caravan was sheer heaven. 

Day 2 – Wednesday 30th May 2018. Kaikoura to Christchurch. 

Woke up to a fine day but rather cool. As I peeked out the window I spotted some idiot in a full wetsuit & carrying a 
Surf Board heading for the beach. I later heard there was a surfing contest being held there so maybe he was not as 
crazy as I first thought. Dale hit the road about 9am & I followed 20min’s later. The usual roadworks around the south 
coast meant delays every so often but nothing to worry about. The real problem was ¾ of the way up the start of the 
Hundalees. The traffic was stopped for a good 20 min’s which was fine in a car or truck but not so flash on a bike 
where you had no option but to keep the motor ticking over and holding the brake continuously and not helped by 
having a bloody great stock truck & trailer unit hard up your bum. Needless to say the hands were starting to get pins 
& needles & the like so when we were eventually allowed to proceed, my take off was not one of my best. At least 
the Truckie behind me delayed his take-off until I regained some semblance of control. From then on it was pretty 
straight forward and eventually reunited with Dale at Cheviot where we stopped for lunch.  

It was pretty cruisy to Mandeville which lies between Rangiora & Christchurch and is where our older daughter & 
family live. 

Day 3 – Thursday 31st May 2018. Christchurch to Oamaru. 

The day dawned fine and clear however we waited until about 9 am before leaving. The ride down Tram Road to the 
Motorway heading south from Christchurch was rather cool with several shady spots and  frost lying on the grass 
verges, however as all other traffic was moving at a good pace so did we without any problems. It’s a bit of a long 
drawn out affair getting through Christchurch however the new addition to the motorway has certainly speeded things 
up considerably. 

Once clear of the City the next 80 odd kms to Ashburton were a bit of a bore & cool to boot so we decided to pull up 
on the side of the main drag half way through Ashburton to have a cuppa in the caravan & stretch the legs a bit. It 
was then onward to Timaru and eventually Oamaru for our next overnight stop at the Top 10 Holiday Park there. The 
ride from Ashburton onwards was great, as was the scenery and the traffic wasn’t too bad either. We also started to 
see a few other bikers on the road heading south loaded to the gunnels and obviously heading to the Rally. 

Day 4 – Friday 1st June 2018. Oamaru to Ranfurly. 

A relatively short hop today to continue down the coast to Palmerston and then head inland over Highway 85 to Ran-

furly. Having read a few accounts by previous attendees about adverse road conditions experienced over the Pig 

Route, it was a bit of an understatement to say I wasn’t feeling a little apprehensive of what was in store for me. We 

stopped at Palmerston for lunch and the few Cafés were full of bikers so I was not the only one going over the route. 

That saw my confidence level rise somewhat. Another boost was the fact that it was a sunny, blue sky day and we 

were going to be travelling over it early afternoon. Dale & I had been travelling in convoy & intended to continue that 

way right thru to Ranfurly. We had been warned to look out for shady corners and bridges and with the sight of heavy 

frost on the road edges in places we were rather circumspect initially. Several bikers and vehicles passed us at 

speed and we both gradually relaxed a little and found to our delight it was all easy peasy. Arrived at Ranfurly in 

bright sunshine and got ourselves set up in the Motor Camp. There were several other bikers already there, the  
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majority of which had booked out most of the cabins in the camp. There were also a few with camper vans, one of 
which was towing a trailer which contained an older model bike with a side car. Both looked in immaculate condition & 
were obviously heading to the Rally as well. The side car idea appealed to me in that one could carry a bit of extra gear 
to enhance the Rally experience. 

Day 5 – D Day – Saturday 2nd June 2018 

The day dawned fine and clear which brought a smile to my dial.          
So with a bit of a spring in my step it was a case of loading up 
the bike and hacking a track up the main road for 20 odd kms 
before turning onto the Idaburn Road to Oturehua and the final 
short stretch to Idaburn Dam where the Rally was being held. 

 Now the smile on my dial disappeared very rapidly upon turning 
off the main road. That was the point where the hoar frost had 
settled and had no intention of going anywhere in the foreseea-
ble future. Visibility was minimal, the visor misted up as did my 
glasses. The next issue was registering for the Rally just inside 
the site entrance. The officials had taken up a position on an 
upward slope which made it rather difficult to hold the brake on 
with one hand & try and get the paperwork out with the other, as 
well as receive your badge and get a wrist band. At one stage a 
female official offered to hold the brake lever for me, which was 
great until she forgot she was holding it and started to let go of 
it. Fortunately her off-sider spotted the impending disaster and 
grabbed the lever to stop me heading backwards down the hill. 
For an instant I was a tad worried about my underwear! 

Having got through the formalities it was a case of scouting out 
the overall site to get an idea of where everything was and then 
finding a strategic spot to set up camp. This turned out to be a 
lot simpler than I first thought and pretty soon I had my tent up 
and ready for use. 

The next few hours were spent exploring the area in greater 
detail, meeting up with a few familiar faces, and sussing out 
what the various retail outlets at the site had to offer. Around 5-
30pm the biggest bonfire I have ever seen was lit. The crowning 
glory was the half dozen or so mature tree trunks of about 4 
or 5 metres in length placed on the top of the fire.      

As soon as the fire was lit it became the focal point for every-
one to gather around and warm up. I had prepaid for both a 
hot evening dinner and a cooked breakfast so it was a case 
of getting my knife, fork & plate from my tent & head for the 
Idaburn Sports Club Pavilion a few metres above the frozen 
Idaburn Dam. The meal was pretty damned good, even 
though we had to stand outside on the balcony to eat.  

Around eight o’clock the live band started up and so it was a 
case of fluctuating between the bonfire, the various food & 
drink outlets, the bandstand and the toilets as nature dictat-
ed. As the night progressed the majority of males ignored the 
loos & simply moved 10 or 15 metres away from the fire        
towards the edge of the hill overlooking the dam to relieve 
themselves. Needless to say their silhouettes were very          
visible given the size of the fire but no one seemed to be 
worried about it and it was certainly better than using the 
makeshift urinals where you couldn’t see anything as they 
were so dark. 

A live fireworks display started up around 8-30 pm or so 
which was spectacular. It was located on the hillside on the 
other side of the dam and Huey smiled down upon the venue 
as the constant hoar frost cloud lifted for the display to reveal 
a clear starry sky which enhanced the display considerably. 

The band played through until 1am. I called it quits & headed 
off to the tent around 12-30am. The next 15 minutes or so 
were quite interesting. At 72 years of age I’m certainly not as 
agile as I used to be and having to crawl into the tent, remove 
ones boots and bike jacket, put an extra pair of thick socks  

  ABOVE; My humble abode 

BELOW; Tent city, my tent is centre left. 

ABOVE; Bonfire before being lit. 

BELOW; Bonfire blazing full tit. 
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on and get into the sleeping bag in a confined area 
with minimal headroom was quite a mission but 
once in, it wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be. I 
was relatively warm, the hip protested a tad at the 
hardness of the ground and the sleeping bag cover 
with a jersey stuffed into it for a pillow wasn’t that 
comfortable but it had to do. I did manage to sleep 
however the call of nature interrupted that periodi-
cally. I had been told by a mate in Blenheim to take 
a plastic bottle with a screw top to use for the call of 
nature during the night to save having to get out of 
the tent. I recommend this idea but be aware that 
the orifice at the top of the bottle needs to be on the 
larger size despite the cold weather!!! 

 

Day 6 – 3rd June 2018 – Idaburn Dam, Ranfurly, 
Lake Hawea. 

Having survived the night it was a case of getting 
kitted up to face the day, head back to the Sports 
Club for breakfast and then start to pack up & dis-
mantle the tent. That was a bit of a mission as the 
tent was covered in frost and ice as was the tarpau-
lin I had covering the bike.  Then came the moment 
of truth, would the bike start. The short answer was 
no. The bike would respond to the start button be-
ing pressed but it wouldn’t fire up. The guy next to 
me had a flash Boulevard which was responding 
just like mine. Along came a knight in shining ar-
mour in a truck who had spotted both of us and 
pulled out a bloody great car battery and jumper 
leads and within a couple of attempts my bike fired 
up, but the same can’t be said for the guy with the 
Boulevard. The last I saw of him was being helped 
to move the bike over to the metal road through the 
centre of the rally venue.   

I left the rally site around 11am and had to travel 
rather cautiously back to the main road as visibility continued to be an ongoing issue. At the intersection with the main 
road blue sky & unlimited visibility was restored to allow for a very pleasant ride back to Ranfuly & the Caravan. Dale 
had been following the weather forecasts and it seemed West was the better option for heading back to Blenheim as 
crap weather was going to work its way down the East Coast whereas the West Coast was going to stay clear until 
about Wednesday.  

We decided to break camp and head for Lake Hawea for the night. So an hour and a half later we headed off. I was 
definitely in a euphoric state of mind having survived the rally relatively unscathed and faced with a clear blue sky. It 
didn’t take long to be brought back to reality! 20 odd kms to be exact which coincided with the turnoff to Idaburn Dam. 
From there it was going to be wall to wall hoar frost for the next 80 or 90kms. I wound up having to ride the bike most 
of the way with my visor semi up and constantly having to wipe my glasses to see where the hell I was going.  

At breakfast this morning I had met up with John Laing, a fellow Marlborough Ulysses member and riding instructor, 
who gave me a very good tip after I had expressed some concerns. He simply said to ride to the conditions and use 
the back brake rather than the front brake in those conditions. All very simple and logical and I adhered to it pretty reli-
giously for the next 300 odd kms until we hit the West Coast at Haast. 

By the time we reached Omakau I was ready to throw the towel in and call it quits for the day. We decided to go into a 
Café and have a coffee before making a final decision. We managed to score a table right next to a heater and pretty 
soon I started to thaw out quite nicely. The waitress at the Café happened to mention that the hoar frost & fog had 
been around for a week up to now and wasn’t going anywhere for another day or so which didn’t exactly cheer me up a 
lot. When we returned to our vehicles I had a look at the map and realised Clyde & Cromwell were less than 50kms 
away so I said to Dale we need to get out of this crap and I reckon I would be OK for 50kms so let’s do it. Thank God 
we did. As we neared Clyde we came out of the rubbish, the temperature was more acceptable and normal visibility 
was resumed. We stopped at the outskirts of Cromwell to have a wee discussion and I suggested to Dale we push on 
to Lake Hawea as that was only about 80kms away. It was a joy to travel in clear conditions and we reached Lake 
Hawea around 5-30pm. As soon as the Caravan was set up the bottle of brandy under the back seat of the Caravan 
took a bit of a hiding as I relaxed for the first time that day. The heater in the Caravan was, in my opinion at that partic-
ular moment, the best thing since sliced bread! 

Day 7 – 4th June 2018 – Lake Hawea to Hokitika. 

We were on our way just before 9am and it was a pleasant ride around Lakes Hawea and Wanaka to Makarora where 
we stopped briefly but then continued on to Haast. There wasn’t a lot of traffic which was good. I have to hand it to  

 

ABOVE; Typical Rally Scene. 

BELOW:  Sports Club Rooms, Frozen Idaburn Dam,                        

Hoar Frosted Trees on other side of Lake.  
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Dale, she towed the Caravan over the pass as if it was second nature alt-
hough she subsequently confided to me that she freaked a bit going 
downhill towards Haast when she saw a couple of road signs saying “Run 
Off for Run-A –Way Vehicles 400mtrs Ahead”! 

We stopped at Haast for an early lunch and then continued up the Coast 
to Franz Joseph for a coffee and muffin before the final push on to a motor 
camp just north of Hokitika! A 400km day with a Caravan and travelling in 
convoy was quite a big day which was duly celebrated with a pre- dinner 
brandy, followed by an appropriate Marlborough Sauvy with tea, and a 
glass of Highland Nectar as a night cap. Life can be a bitch at times! 

Day 8 – 5th June 2018 – Hokitika to Blenheim 

Home will be quite do-able today and the weather looked like it was going 
to hold which was a real bonus. Unfortunately the trip between Hokitika & 
Greymouth was spoilt by a severe case of sun strike which was further 
complicated by a rather dense fog for about 35 odd kms out of Greymouth 
on the road to Reefton. Once that lifted the remainder of the trip home was 
great. Stopped for a coffee at Reefton & then lunch at Murchison.  Once 
we turned off at Kawatiri it was plain sailing all the way to home, arriving 
there about 4pm to bring an end to what was an epic journey for me and a 
revelation that girls can do just as much as boys.  

Some Reflections:- 

Would I do it again? Not sure as I am getting older, and I am not as agile 
as I used to be. But as the saying goes “Use It or Lose It” so who knows? 
It’s a case of “watch this space”! 

I now have a pretty good idea of what to expect and what would be re-
quired to enhance the experience, especially at the Rally itself. 

We were bloody lucky with the weather for the entire trip. No rain whatso-
ever so that was a real bonus. 

I understand it was up there as being one of the coldest rallies held at  
Idaburn with the temperature dropping to around minus 11.7 degrees. 

Taking the Caravan was a bonus as we were virtually self -sufficient as far 
as accommodation was concerned and the grog cabinet in the Caravan 
helped me keep my sanity. 

The sense of satisfaction of having the right to say “Been there, Done 
that” will remain with me for the rest of my life. 

And finally a big thank you to Dale for her role and encouragement despite 
the fact she thought I was absolutely bonkers to want to even attempt to 
do it, let alone actually doing so. 

Bob #8033  

 

Thanks for this Bob, it’s a great read—so good in fact that I’ve put extra pages in this month to accommodate it.  

Not sure if you realised that you got off lightly, usually the ‘Rally Virgin’ is at the whim of the more experienced rally  
goers—fetch the wood, light the drum fire (and keep it going), boil the billy, get some beers in, cook the breakfast ……. 
And it seems  no-one made any demands of you at all! How did you manage that I wonder? There are one or two who 
could share a few tales……… come on guys and gals—fess up! 

 

ABOVE; Rally bonfire being lit, against a 

cold frosty Central Otago night sky. 

One day my housework-challenged Husband decided to wash his Sweatshirt. 
 

Seconds after he stepped into the laundry room, he shouted to me, 'What setting do                                       
I use on the washing machine?' 

 
'It depends,' I replied . 'What does it say on your shirt?' 

 
He yelled back, ' Brisbane Broncos !' 

 
And they say blondes are dumb… 

                                                                                                                      John Sinclair 
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South Island Remembrance Service 2018 

Saturday 4 August 2018 

The Canterbury Branch of the Ulysses Club of NZ Inc would like to invite you, 
along with friends of our clubs fallen members to the SI Remembrance 
Service.  

As your host, we have made the decision to move the venue, this has been 
dictated by an extreme rise in costs for not only the venue but also 
accommodation and the evening meal. 

Please note the following; 

Venue: The Hornby Working Men’s Club 

17 Carmen Road, Hornby, Christchurch 8042.  

The service will commence at 2 p.m.  

Ulysses members and guests are asked to arrive from 1pm...so you can be 
signed in to the facilities (then you have the run of all bars, etc.). 

There is an excellent dining room and at $22.50 per head for a buffet dinner 
from 5.30 pm. You have a choice of roast (pork, lamb, beef, chicken or ham). 
Salads and vegetables for selection...included in cost. If you order before 
6.30pm, you'll get a free dessert.  

You can order off the menu if you prefer, and there's also the club cafe. 

We are hoping to offer some billets for our guests. 

For those from out of town the Hornby Club backs onto Hornby Mall and just 
over the road is Dress Mart. Bring your partners and make a weekend of it. 

Questions? Please contact Steve Orpwood email: canterbury@ulysses.org.nz 
.Phone 03 358-7494 evenings or 021 127 3363. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER 

If you have a business, why not tell the 

members about it? 

Cost for advertising in this newsletter;                    

Business card; $75 per annum                                     

Quarter page; $120 per annum                                

Half page; $240 per annum                                     

Full page; $480 per annum 

To support our newsletter with regular             

advertising, please contact                                    

The Editor, Jane Laing,                                      

Phone; 022 450 7042                                         

Email; johnlaing.mt@xtra.co.nz 
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BITS AND BOBS 
 

The MARLBOROUGH MOTORCYCLE ROAD SAFETY GROUP 

Is looking for more members.  

If you’re a keen Motorcyclist, prepared to volunteer in a ‘team’ environment along with                                      

Marlborough District Council, ACC, NZTA, Police and other relevant agencies,                                         

working together to reduce the Motorcycle accident rate in Marlborough                                           

by keeping our roads and riders safer,    

   please contact John Laing 021 082 88713  OR Tom Brown (03) 579 3106 

OR Robyn Blackburn, Road Safety Coordinator at MDC, (03) 520 7478 

 

Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every second month at MDC. 12.30 –2pm 

Next meeting; 7 August 2018. 

 

Pause for thought—                                                 
this could be you                             

& me one day. 

 

Sometimes, when an older member gives up                  
riding a bike or loses their licence through age,             

illness or infirmity, they let their membership lapse 
and we loose touch with them                                           

at  the very time they need us the most. 

Recently a committee member came across a 
member who is in this situation—no one knew                 
he had been unwell, lost his licence and was                    

beginning to become isolated, confused and alone.  

The point was raised  at our recent committee     
meeting that we all need to be vigilant and keep             

an eye out for these folk.  

There is a gap here, we need someone in                     
our Branch with a tin top who is prepared to                  
pick these people up and bring them to rides                   

and events so they can stay in touch and their                 
lives are enriched by continued contact                          

and involvement in our Ulysses activities. 

If you know of someone who is in this situation,           
or if someone is prepared to make contact                      

with these folk and bring them along to some              
of our dinners, events etc., please let the                       

Branch Coordinator and Committee members know. 
It’s very important! 

 

This could be you & me one day. I would like to 
think my Ulysses friends cared enough to stay in 

touch and make sure I was OK. 

 

As most of you will recall, a group of our members attended the 

National Rally held in Mosgiel in March this year. 

One of the most important fundraisers at these rallies is the 

Raffles. 

This year, there were some great prizes up for grabs and when 

the raffles were drawn on the Saturday evening, John Laing  

was doing a certain mate a favour. Said Mate had rather over-

done the liquid refreshments and had to be taken home and 

put to bed. So John didn't hear  his name being called. Luckily, 

he had put his cell phone number on the ticket stub, so it was a 

great surprise to receive a txt message when we were on the 

way home (on Sunday) 

telling him he’s won one 

of the raffles—A Revitt 

Jacket, donated by 

McIver and Veitch of 

Dunedin. 

John had to wait till he 

on his way to the Brass 

Monkey Rally in June to 

collect his prize. McIver 

and Veitch were great—

they were very helpful 

and even allowed John 

take one of the new BMW’s for a test run out to Portobello so 

he could try out his new Jacket! 

 

So, THANK YOU OTAGO BRANCH and  

Thank you McIver and Veitch.  

Johns a very happy chappie! 
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BRASS MONKEY 2018 
 

Blenheim to Oturehua, Queens Birthday weekend. 
 
Last month I described the how the excitement builds in anticipation to my annual ride to Oturehura and the Brass 
Monkey Rally well this is how it panned out at Queens Birthday weekend 2018. 
I left home on the Wednesday prior to the rally to stay the first night with my daughter, she’s just bought a house at 
Little River near Christchurch which is brilliant, it’s such a great road for a scratch. 
The ride along the Kaikoura coast was slow with lots of road works and stop/start lolly pops, at one long stop it 
seemed like about 100 cars in the queue ahead. We were held up as a helicopter was working on the cliff above the 
road but I was easily able to slip past the line of traffic into a gap near the head of the queue. 
 
Next morning after a leisurely breakfast and leaving at about 9.00am I explored some of the backroads towards 
Rakaia before joining SH 1, heading to Dunedin. 
Thursday night was in Dunedin at my mums place, she suggested Indian takeaways for tea not a bad idea for a 90 
year old. Friday I spent doing messages and shopping for mum then called into McIvor & Vetch Motorcycles to pick 
up the raffle prize I won at the Ulysses national rally in March. It’s a brilliant Rev’it jacket! Also the salesman offered 
me a test ride on a new bike that I admired as I was leaving the shop, so I enjoyed a quick blast down the Portobello 
road on a BMW 310GS, great fun! 
 
Saturday morning was partly cloudy as I left mums place.  I gassed up to ride 
up SH1 back to Palmerston before turning off onto the “Pig route”. This awe-
some road was an early gold mining route through to the central Otago gold 
fields hence the name. It must have been designed especially for motorcy-
clists as the road winds up a valley to arrive at a pass looking out across the 
Manitoto plains then descends towards Ranfurly. I had to watch the shaded 
corners and cuttings as they were still very white with frost. The temperature 
plunged from 11 C at Palmerston to 0C at Ranfurly but it was still sunny, but 
little did I know what was ahead. 
I stopped at a cafe in Ranfurly for lunch, a pot of tea and sausage roll,               
in front of a roaring fire before continuing the 30km on to the rally site             
near Oturehura. 
Approaching the rally I could see a bank of fog that I soon rode into, the tem-
perature dropped again, the moisture was turned to ice on my helmet visor. 
 
The rally entry is well organised and efficient. I had prepaid so it was just 
give my name which was checked off on the officials phone and a rally 
badge was slipped into my jacket pocket plus a band around my wrist then 
across the site to decide where to set up my tent. I spot some Ulysses peo-
ple mostly from Canterbury so I set near them, having to clear the hoar frost 
from the grass before pitching my tent. Then I had a wander around to see 
who’s here that I know, - lots of people, and I had a great chat to Martin 
Boyle, he was a Marlborough member and now lives in Whangarei. I also 
caught up with quite a few Marlborough Ulyssians then I made my way to the 
registration tent and picked up my 20+ badge. 
The huge bon fire was started using a flame thrower at 6 o’clock and a bril-
liant fireworks display kicked off at 8.00pm then it was a Dunedin band called 
“TH' Leftovers” making the music until 1.00am it was a great night. 
 
Now this year the Brass monkey lived up to its reputation as it was a bit cold 
overnight dropping to minus 11C so in the morning it was a spectacular site 
with everything white with the hoar frost on everything even frost inside my 
tent so I waited until after 11 before leaving the site hoping that it would clear 
but it was still misty and only minus 6 C. You couldn’t wipe the mist off your 
visor because it was frozen. After leaving the rally site riding though       
Oturehura and about 5ks down the road I quite suddenly rode out of the mist 
and into brilliant sun shine the temperature immediately increased to 0C 
which felt warm. 
 
The sun shine only lasted until I crossed over the Waitaki river and the 
clouds built up until I struck rain between  Timaru and Christchurch. I stopped the night in Christchurch and returned 
home on the Monday. It was raining most of the way, quite heavy at times and there was heaps of traffic. The road 
works through the Kaikoura slips were just mud puddles,- really rough and full of pot holes. 
Well that’s a brief outline of this years expedition to the Brass monkey rally. It was quite challenging at times and a 
good test of modern motorcycle gear as I was warm and mostly dry in tough conditions. 
 If you’re ever thinking of going to this rally don’t be put off by this account, it’s often not as cold as this one was, it’s 
great fun and there’s such great camaraderie.               
                                                                                                                                              Cheers John #5083 
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RETREADS REPORTS 
Pelorous Bridge;  31.05.18 

Today we awoke to a light frost and an overcast signalling the end of the golden winter weather we’d had for the last 
week. In town the sun came and went throughout the day but where we went, the sun was replaced by the overcast. 
The temperature at Pelorus Bridge was 8°C on arrival and soared to 10° when we departed. But no sweat as we’d 
been promised a big gas heater. It didn’t work and had the young lady who tried to light it been starting a car instead, 
she, or rather the car, would have suffered a flat battery. Someone reckoned it was too cold for the heater!  

The second thing that was unexpected was the attendance of the Nelson and Marlborough Classic Car Clubs – and 
they turned up in large numbers. Some had already ordered while the rest chewed the fat outside. Spotting this, ear-
ly arrivals Sinclair and Beckett were fleet of foot and whipped in and ordered. Spotting this strategic move the Car 
Club types took off en mass and neatly spilt our group. So two of our number had finished a very nice meal whilst the 
remainder waited, and waited, and waited. Their situational awareness I’m sure will be improved from this experi-
ence. This includes Kelvin who was forced to eat indoors with the tin tops so I can’t report what he ate today. Have to 
say he looked pretty comfortable though. 

Today’s Merry Mob included Terry Molony, Peter Beckett, Wally Allan, Peter Nelson, Peter Bugler, John Hadfield, 
Kelvin Watson, Allan Graham, Graham Howarth, Derrick Strippling and me. 

Dave, Doc and Bob were AWOL today attending the Brass and Ali Windleburn and Danny McGowan both had ap-
pointments at the hospital – but the latter two did come and see us off at Brayshaw Park. Ali has a hidden talent for 
telling stories and today he told us of his time in Outback Aussie where he wore a net fly screen under his hat. He 
had his moments with this as it is easy to forget you’re wearing one. With his in place he tried to eat a banana, drink 
a beer and worse, blow his nose. Let your imagination do the rest! 

Peter Bugler reckons that if your nose runs and your feet smell, you were born upside down. There were plenty of 
runny noses today. 

Again the lunch discussion covered the many mistakes made by Central Government and its agencies. If only they’d 
attend Ulysses on Thursdays – we’d solve all their problems and do it for free. 

Cheers, JG # 9272 

 

7th June 2018 – Vines Village Café 

The weekly email advising the proposed destination of to-
day’s ride implied there could be a birthday boy amongst our 
group who may just provide a wee birthday cake treat for the 
rest of us, i.e. “The weather gods are talking another squirt of 
southerly tomorrow morning and all of my sources agree it is 
going to be wet, but not pouring, tomorrow. So here's the 
deal. Our Merry Mob will meet at The Vines 12 o'clock. Come 
on car, bike, trike or magic carpet. Just be there with a story 
to share. And speaking of sharing, rumour has it that there 
may be a birthday cake to share.” 

Having just returned from the Brass Monkey Rally in some 
God forsaken fridge called the Idaburn Dam in Central Otago; 
the thought of not having to ride the bike today tickled my 
fancy. Likewise something rang a bell in my noggin that our 
illustrious Retreads trip organiser mentioned recently that he 
was about to hit the big 70 milestone so it didn’t take too long 
to align up the stars & come to the conclusion that our birth-
day boy was in fact JG himself. Bearing that in mind it was 
too good an opportunity to let slip by so I hightailed it into 
town to buy an appropriate present for JG. Now JG is a bit of 
a gym bunny (oops that should read gym hippo!) and sure 
enough I found a little book entitled “69 &1/2” full of risqué 
sketches of bedroom antics suitable for those of us who have 
managed to successfully reach our allotted time on earth of 3 
score years & 10.                                                                                 
As it ensued it was an inspired choice of present, as all 
through lunch poor old JG was constantly picking it up & flick-
ing through the pages, & just about choking with laughter 
each time. 

To help celebrate JG’s milestone were Murray Brooks, Lind-
say Learmonth, Ray Beard, Lionel Graham, Ali Windleburn, 
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Winter Reading 

RETREADS continued…. 
Tom Brown, Kelvin Watson, Danny McGowan, John Hadfield, Allan and Jan       
Graham, Jane Laing, John Neal, Bob and Dale McCrindle, Louise and Brian 
Pearce, Peter Beckett, Peter Nelson, JG’s wife Barb and his son Shaun Sinclair. 

The cake was a work of art; someone mentioned in passing that Peter Nelson’s 
wife, Anne, iced the cake. If that is correct then come hell or high water Peter, you 
hang on to her for dear life; she has to be a gem! Likewise the cutting of the cake 
required skill and dexterity to ensure everyone present got to sample it. JG made 
the first incision in the cake and was promptly relieved of his duty by a waitress 
who took the cake away to deal with it professionally rather than leave it with JG to 
butcher. The fact that JG’s son Shaun had come out from Australia to share in the 
celebration of his father’s milestone birthday must have been very gratifying for 
both JG and Barb. 

Unfortunately all good things come to an end and after a very pleasant hour & a 
half or so it was time to pack up and head for home to bring the curtain down on a 
rather special occasion. 

Bob #8033 
ABOVE; Ali W. reads out a               

couple of Birthday jokes.  

BELOW; the cake that Anne N 

iced especially for JG 

BELOW; JG’s son Shaun had come all the way from Adelaide to watch JG 

butcher the cake, thankfully he was only allowed one stab at it. 

This is the book that Bob so kindly gifted to 

JG on the occasion of his 70th Birthday. 

 

Sorry about the censorship of the front cover 

but really, disgraceful or not, even I have          

limits. (might get complaints! Ha ha ha) 

 

We will wait with abject anticipation for a    

book review from JG so we can all find out              

if the front cover is any indication of the            

contents, then we can make an informed               

decision about whether we want to                         

read it or not! 

 

‘Happy Birthday JG’ 

 

Jane 
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RETREADS RAMBLES continued... 
 

14th June 2018 – Captains Daughter, Havelock 

Well JG, you owe me big time! Talk about being thrown in at the deep end. JG rang me early yesterday and, after 
the usual pleasantries that normally pass between us questioning each other’s parentage were dispensed of, pro-
ceeded to inform me that, as he was still in party mode celebrating his 70th with immediate family who had travelled 
far & wide to join him, he intended to continue celebrating today and therefore would not be joining us. So what’s the 
big deal I thought, surely his partner in crime, Grant Johnston, would organise today’s ride. But no JG told me in no 
uncertain terms that I was the man, and furthermore I had better not stuff it up! 

So where does one start? The Met Service web site seemed like a good place, and sure enough it suggested it 
would be fine and that west would be more preferable than heading east. The next step was to choose a destination 
and after some navel gazing I settled upon the Captain’s Daughter in Havelock. My reasons for that choice revolved 
around the fact that if the weather turned for the worse it was not that far away, the venue was large enough to seat 
us all both inside and out, and it offered choices for extending the ride if anyone so desired. Having made that deci-
sion I rang the venue to confirm it was ok with them if our unruly mob descended upon them, and upon them con-
firming it was ok, prepared and sent an email to Kelvin to send out to all & sundry informing them of today’s ride. At 
that stage I could rest upon my laurels. 

Now I am not known for my punctuality so I had to make a determined effort to get to Brayshaw Park earlier rather 
than later and bugger me I managed to turn up around 10-45am, which is probably the best I have ever done. To-
day’s attendees included Ray Beard, Peter Beckett, Jeff Champion, John Hadfield, Dave Jackson, Grant Johnston, 
Terry Molony, Peter Nelson, Bob Patterson, Ali Windleburn & me. Murray Brooks and Lindsay Learmonth decided to 
travel by tin top, and Brian & Louise Pearce, Wendy Champion and Lou Jowers also joined up with us at Havelock. 
All up some 17 odd bods, which I thought was quite a good muster. 

Now the highlight of the trip was undoubtedly Peter Nelson’s arrival at Brayshaw Park. Having parked his bike & 
turned the motor off, he stood up to dismount and promptly grasped for his “crown Jewels” which certainly did not go 
unnoticed by the assembled mob. Needless to say the comments which followed, and I might add led by a certain 
member of the medical profession, had us all in stiches of laughter and left poor old Pete somewhat non-plussed! 

The ride out was uneventful and the further up the valley we travelled the denser the fog became. It was rather eerie 
in that parts of the surrounding hills were bathed in sunshine while others were fog bound. The fog lifted as we 
cruised into Havelock & had disappeared completely by the time we were ready to travel homeward. 

We were seated inside for lunch as the staff had joined up several tables so we could all sit together. Pretty soon 
everyone was engrossed in conversation with their immediate neighbours & for some unknown reason were all well 
behaved. I can only put it down to the fact that JG was absent today. After a pleasant hour and a half or so, we all 
assembled outside for a group photo before calling it quits and heading for home. 

Bob #8033 
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MARLBOROUGH BRANCH MEMORIAL GATHERING 
 
 

All members, past members and friends are invited  
to join us for the inaugural 

  

Marlborough Branch, Ulysses Club of New Zealand Inc  
  

MEMORIAL GATHERING 
  
  

SUNDAY 23 September, 2.30pm. 
  
  

Muster at our Ulysses Garden/Rock,                                                                                           
cnr Hutchison and John Street’s                                                                                              

( beside Blenheim School )  
   
  

We will come together to remember those                                                                                
members and friends who have ridden on. 

  
  

Following the gathering at the Rock we will move                                                                   
over to the Clubs of Marlborough to share memories over afternoon tea (your cost). 

 
Please park bikes in the Blenheim School grounds. Or in the Council parking             

building across the road. 
 

**  If it is wet, this will be held upstairs in the Clubs of Marlborough. 
 
 

For further info please contact the organiser; Murray Brooks, Ph, 570 5530 
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MARLBOROUGH BRANCH Ulysses Club of NZ Inc 

 

Dons DOUBLE OVERNIGHTER TO TARANAKI Branch,                  

 ENERGY RALLY 

23 – 25 November 2018 

 

 

ITINERARY 

Friday 23 November; 7.30am; Travel Blenheim to Picton; -full tanks please! 

8am; Meet at Picton Ferry terminal to catch 9.05am Interislander Ferry to Wellington 

12noon; arrive Wellington and ride/drive to New Plymouth Rally site (NB there will be an afternoon tea/

petrol stop on the way.) – approx. 300k’s. 

Friday 23 and Saturday 24th Nov; at the Rally site 

Sunday 25th November; 9am; Leave Rally site together . (morning tea/petrol stop on the way)  -                  

Ride/drive to Wellington. 

1.30pm arrive Wellington Interislander Ferry terminal in time to catch the 2.45pm Wellington to                        

Picton Ferry. 

6pm; Picton to Blenheim. 

 

What YOU need to do; 

1. Complete attached (see opposite)  Rally registration form and send, with payment, to the Organiser 

of the Taranaki Rally as noted on the form. 

2. Book Interislander Ferry – use Ulysses Discount promo code  (XULY1 )                                                                        

23 November  - 9.05am sailing Picton to Wellington                                                                                                  

25 November – 2.45pm sailing Wellington to Picton 

3.      CONTACT Don Best, the Ride/Drive Organiser and tell him you will be joining us for this adventure                    

and your mode of transport. 

 

Marlborough Ride/Drive Organiser; Don Best. Phone  027 323 6800   

 

**(anyone wanting to come back on the Monday or later, this can be arranged, talk to Don). 

 

NOTE; Bikes, Cars & tents, Motorhomes and Caravans all welcome. 

 

NOTE; Please remember, you must present your Ulysses membership card to get your Ferry boarding 

pass or the Ulysses discount will not apply. 

 

“We only regret the journeys we did not take” 
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Taranaki Branch, Ulysses Club Energy Rally. 

23rd to 25th November     2018 

                                                  
Back to Basics style of rally.

    Venue TSB TOPEC, Hydro Road, State Highway 3 Junction Road New Plymouth. 

Name ------------------------------------------------------------------ Ulysses # ------------------------------- 

Address --------------------------------------------------------------- Phone # --------------------------------- 

Pillion ------------------------------------------------------------------Ulysses # -------------------------------- 

E-mail (optional) ---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Cabins available for at least 80 people, first in first served. Also room to bring 

the Motor Home or Caravan.       Cost   

 Number   Total 
Friday night BBQ   $10.00 p/p   ----------   $---------- 

Saturday Breakfast   $5.00   p/p   ----------   $---------- 

Sunday Breakfast   $5.00   p/p   ----------                $---------- 

Saturday evening meal   $30.00 p/p   ----------   $---------- 

Friday accommodation   $15.00 P/P   ----------   $---------- 

Saturday accommodation $15.00 P/P   ----------   $---------- 

 

The Taranaki Branch Ulysses Club will have a liquor licence for alcohol sales, so 

there will be no BYO, the prices will be very reasonable.  Thank you. 

In signing this form I/We agree to abide by all rules and regulations for the event and 

will hold blameless all organizers and officials connected with the event for injury or 

damage while traveling or participating in the event.    

Please forward this form with your remittance to Blair Campbell c/- 85 Manu Cres 

Vogeltown New Plymouth 4310  

Signed ----------------------------------------------------- Date ---------------------------------------- 

 

Internet banking.  15-3949-0289502-00      Use your Ulysses number as reference.  

Or a Cheque made out to Taranaki Ulysses. 

Contact Blair Campbell on 0274490202 with any queries. or at ibcampbell@xtra.co.nz 
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Interislander Discount for Ulyssians 

 

Information is on the National Website—click on ‘About the Club’ and then on ‘Discounts’ 

WHEN BOOKING your trip; Insert the promo code—XULY1 on the ‘payment details’ page. 

 

Please remember you must show your Ulysses membership card to get your Boarding pass or 

the discount will not apply 

 

Please note that the discount does not apply between 19 December 2018 and 31 January 2019. 

 

 

SCENIC TRAIN OFFER –Ulysses members 

Promo Code: XULY1 

10% off best available fare. 

Booking conditions and instructions for members are: 

 Reservations can be made direct with Scenic Journeys online at http://www.greatjourneysofnz.co.nz  

 Click on Book – top of page 

 Book a train 

 Enter journey details 

 Enter XULY1 into the promo code box  

 Click continue 

 Choose fare type- discount will be applied/shown 

 Please read fare conditions prior to continuing through the booking process 

 Continue 

 Add any extras if required 

 Continue through the booking process. 

 Space is subject to availability at the time of the booking request. 

 Date and time changes as per fare conditions. 

 Membership card must be shown at check in and must be in the name of the person travelling 

 Fares subject to change with notification. 

 Valid for travel from 10 May through to 18 December 18 

 Please note that no discount applies 19 December 18 through to and including 31 January 19 
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DATE DAY TIME DETAILS RIC 

Every week Thursdays 11am Thursday Group rides . Meet at Brayshaw Park carpark, all members 

and visitors Welcome 

Grant Johnson           

John Sinclair 

24 June Sunday 11am A favourite short social ride to Pelorus Bridge café for lunch Tom Brown 

1 July Sunday 10.30am A scratch over the Wangamoas to Nelson for lunch. Decide which café 

on the day 

Tom Brown 

5 July Thursday 7pm Commi�ee mee�ng at McDonalds on Main St. All welcome Kelvin Watson 

8 July Sunday 10.30am Come with us down to Clarence Bridge and back to the Cosy Corner at 

Seddon for lunch. 

Tom Brown 

14 July Saturday 6.30pm Mid-month dinner and social evening at The Yard Bar on Maxwell Rd. 

Please phone Tim Wills if you are coming. Ph. 579 2363 

Tim Wills 

15July Sunday 10.30am Join us to explore the road to the end of Collins valley, then back to 

Pelorus Bridge café for lunch. 

Tom Brown 

22 July Sunday 11am Another favorite ride down to Kekerengu for lunch. Tom Brown 

29 July Sunday 11am Sunday lunch at Forresters Café just past Rai Valley. Tom Brown 

     

     

MARLBOROUGH RIDES & EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY RIDES;  Unless otherwise stated, all Sunday Rides leave from the south end 
of Blenheim Railway Station car-park—check the rides calendar. 

MID WEEK RIDES; Thursdays, depart Brayshaw Park car-park 11am—check with 
John or Grant if in doubt. 

Come on your bike or in your car, it doesn’t matter, just come along and join in.  

If you have an idea for a ride, get in touch with the Rides Coordinators 

LOOKING ON DOWN THE ROAD... 

FURTHER ON DOWN THE ROAD... 

4 August  2018 South Island Remembrance Service at Christchurch. Check out the notice in this newsletter. 

15 September; - Harriers  Queen Charlotte Relay. Marshalls will be needed, more info later. 

23 September; - Save the date; Marlborough Branch Memorial gathering at our garden/rock. More info page 19. 

27-29 October; Anniversary weekend Double Overnighter to Pohara Beach Top 10 Holiday Park. Book your own 

accommodation at the Holiday Park, phone (03) 525 9500. Email; info@poharatop10.co.nz 

November 2018—Combined Branch 30th Birthday and Christmas Party. Watch this space for further details later. 

23-25 November; - Don’s Double Overnighter to Taranaki Branch Energy Rally (see info & rego form pg 16 & 17 ) 

2 January 2019—Port Nelson Street races. 10am—4pm. 

3 February 2019—Shiney Side up is on again in Nelson 

29—31  March 2019; National Rally and AGM, Hastings—check your next Ulyssian magazine for registration details 

and talk to Kelvin about accommodation. 

13-15 March 2020; National Rally and AGM, Marlborough.—Plans are underway! 
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Our newsletter is proudly sponsored by….. 

SENDER; Ulysses Club of New Zealand Inc, MARLBOROUGH Branch. 
If undelivered please return to The Secretary, 94 Howick Road Blenheim 7201 

 
THE ULYSSES CLUB 

 
Our “Old Man” logo, which has been preserved from its original hand drawn form as                    
our registered trademark, is recognizable throughout the country and club members                    
wear it with pride. 
 

The Three Principles of the Ulysses Club Inc are;- 

 
1. To provide ways in which older motorcyclists can get together for companionship and mutual support.  

2. To show by example that motorcycling can be an enjoyable and practical activity for riders of all ages. 

3. To draw the attention of public and private institutions to the needs and views of older riders. 


