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BRANCH COORDINATOR 

Kelvin Watson                Ph; 577 6822 

143B Maxwell Road, Blenheim 7201 

Email; Marlborough@ulysses.org.nz 

 

VICE COORDINATOR                                                         

John Laing                     Ph; 577 6663 

  
SECRETARY 

Melissa Wills                  Ph. 579 2363     
94 Howick Road, Blenheim 7201 
Email: marlborough.sec@ulysses.org.nz 
 
TREASURER   
Bob McCrindle                 Ph; 579 5350 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS                                  

Jock Woodley                     Ph, 573 9139                                

Jane Laing                          Ph. 577 6663                     

Tom Brown                         Ph, 579 3106                                                  

Tim Wills                             Ph, 579 2363      

John Sinclair                       Ph, 578 7110   

Kevin Bright                        Ph, 572 8588     

RIDES COORDINATOR  (Sunday rides) 
Tom Brown              Ph; 579 3106 
Jock Woodley          Ph; 573 9139 
 
WELFARE OFFICER; 
Chris Donaldson          Ph; 027 8533670 
Email;  donaldsons@gmail.com 
 
RETREADS RIDES  (Thursday rides) 
John Sinclair                     Ph; 578 7110      
Grant Johnson                  Ph; 578 0901 
 
BRANCH SHERIFF                                          

Jock Woodley                  Ph; 573 9139         

Email;  jockow@xtra.co.nz  

BRANCH  QUARTERMASTER   
(Ulysses Gear Orders) 
VACANT—Ring Kelvin Watson 

BRANCH HISTORIAN 
Jane Laing                  Ph. 577 6663 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES ORGANISER                     

Evan Teale                 Ph. 578 7323 

WEBMASTER  
Bob  Marks                 Ph, 574 1177 
Email;               marksie7@gmail.com 
 
Branch Web Page:  
www.ulysses.org.nz/marlborough 
 
BRANCH RIDER MENTORS 
Chris de Wagt            Ph. 577 7238 
Kevin Bright               Ph. 572 8588 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jane Laing         Ph.577 6663 
Email; johnlaing.mt@xtra.co.nz 
Post; 75A Weld Street, Blenheim 7201  
 
Refer all membership  enquiries  to the 

Coordinator or a  Committee member 

 

Monthly newsletter of the MARLBOROUGH BRANCH, Ulysses Club of NZ Inc. 

The Beavertown News 
JUNE 2018 

NOTE for Branch members; -        
with this issue you have received a               

Newsletter Invoice for 2018/19. 

If you DO want to have a hard copy posted 

to you for the next 12 months, please pay 

this invoice  before 30 July 2018  

If you’re happy to read the newsletter on 

our website and DON’T want a hard copy 

posted to you, please ignore the invoice. 

ABOVE;  Tojo Makagami made an appearance at our April                                      

mid-month dinner! 

BELOW; Kelvin presents Nigel with our cheque for $550 at the Blenheim  

Fire Station after our Rescue Ride on 28 April. 
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               Ulysses Members  

Trades Directory 

You can advertise your business in this  publication for $75 per year                                                        
(12 Adverts -  Business Card Size) 

Contact: Jane; Ph. 577 6663 OR Kelvin, Ph. 577 6822 for further information 

Max Lichtnecker 
0274 321 449                                      

or 03 578 1331                          

Box 938                                               

BLENHEIM 
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Firstly I would like to thank Jeff Champion for all the work he has done for the branch both 
as Secretary and Communications assistant over the years, he was the Secretary before I 
became  Coordinator and his help has been very much appreciated. He has now resigned 
from this position.                                                                                                                         
Currently we are looking for a member to step in where Jeff left off & continue on as our 
Communication Assistant. If anyone is interested and wants to come onboard please 
speak to me, or any of our committee members. 
 
 Socially our Branch is very busy with lots of our members turning out to some of our dif-
ferent events. The dinner at Woodbourne Tavern back in April had 60ish members & 
friends turn up to hear Jock Woodley & his team put on a interesting and informative presentation about their        
successful trip to Philip Island for the 2018 Island Classic race meeting. “ Well done & thank you Jock ”. 
 
On the Saturday of the Royal Wedding 15 of us turned up for the May monthly dinner at The Grove Tavern, good 
basic pub food and very large proportions- Tom’s icecream sundae had to be seen to be believed! It was good to 
catch up with Gloria & Grant Harrison there too. Sorry I don’t have any photos for this one.  
 
From what I have heard & seen our Mid Winter Dinner tickets have been having steady sales. Thanks to all the Com-
mittee for the effort they have put in with ring lists & tickets to sell to the 
members. It is limited to 80 people for the night of 23rd June at The 
Clubs of  Marlborough Taylor Room. 
 
   The Reefton  Overnighter which was booked on 19th & 20th May was 
postponed due to bad weather warnings & heavy rain.                          
Maybe we can try again for a weekend in March.  
 
Our Rescue Ride on 28th April was reasonably successful even though 
the weather forecast wasn’t good. A Bar-B-Que & Coffee Cart was            
onsite for our members to enjoy. $550-00 was presented to our local 
Volunteer Fire & Emergency Service.  
All our other rides are ticking along ok.  
 
“Till next month Ride Safe”. 
 

Kelvin #3602. 

Coordinators  word... 

DISCLAIMER;  While contributions and adverts are welcome, no responsibility can be accepted regarding claims or statements made by             

members or advertisers in respect of  products or services offered.  The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor 
or of the Committee, but are those of the writer/s.  The Editor reserves the right to edit, abridge or decline some contributions. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!….  June 2018 

 

Wally Allen                                     

Jim Barrett                               

Peter Beckett  

                                    

 

 

Allan Graham                                         

Barry Hope                                         

Doug Jackson                                   

Mark Newman                                            

 

 

John Sinclair                                       

Evan Teale                                       

Brent Trotter 

Ha Ha—yep, we’ve all done it! 
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Remember…. The DEADLINE  
for the next newsletter is   20th June 

MINUTES of the last Committee meeting... 

Meeting  3rd May 2018 
McDonalds, Main Street, Blenheim 
 
Meeting started 7.00pm 
Attendees: Kelvin Watson, Tom Brown, Jock Woodley, 

Jeff Champion, Jane Laing, John Laing, Bob McCrindle, 

John Sinclair and Tim Wills. 

Apologies:   Kevin Bright and Melissa Wills.     Accepted. 

Jock Woodley / John Sinclair 

Visitors:   Colin Simpson 

Minutes of previous meeting:  
True and accurate record.      Jock Woodley / Tim Wills. 
Matters arising:   None. 
 
Inwards correspondence.  
News Letters from Auckland, Far North and Wellington 
Branch’s. 
11th April National Administrator advised Service badges 
sent. 
19th April National Administrator advised Max Lightneck-
er`s transfer all sorted 
Outwards correspondence.  

7th April Emailed Natcom to order service badges 

17th April Emailed to request Max Lightnecker`s transfer 

to Palmerston North District. 

All correspondence approved.     Jeff Champion / Bob 

McCrindle. 

Treasurer’s report.      
Donation to Fire and Rescue Service after our Rescue 
ride. $550. This donation was moved by Tom Brown, Se-
conded by Jane Laing. All present agreed. 
 Accounts for payment. Natcom for Service badges. 
$108.00.  
Kelvin Watson. Travel expenses to 2018 National AGM   
$400.    
Accounts approved for payment Bob McCrindle / John 
Laing. All present agreed.   
     
General  business: 
Rescue Ride. 60 bikes took part in this event this year. 
25 Badges left after this event finished. Jeff to email the 
membership to see if anyone would like to purchase one 
or two. 
With the increase in the cost of these badges your com-
mittee will review how and if we purchase them in the 
future. We will also discuss an earlier date in April for the 
ride as some bikes are on hold later in April. 
 
Late midmonth meal This was held at the Woodbourne 
Tavern and from all reports the meal was great. 65 peo-
ple sat down to this meal and enjoyed a very pleasant 
evening. Jock Woodley and Steve Brown gave a very 
interesting talk and visual display on their efforts, racing 
in Australia. Fantastic is the word the committee used to 

describe the presentation and evening. Well done all. 
 
19th May Overnight Ride. This ride is to Reefton with 
accommodation arranged in the old nurse’s home. Tom 
Brown is the organiser. 
 
19th May is also our midmonth meal at the Grove Tavern. 
Your Committee members now have tickets for the Mid-
year Dinner on the 23rd of June. Be in early as these are 
limited. Only 80 are available. 
 
Our News Letter close off date is 23rd May for this 
month. Please note, your account for further news letters 
will be enclosed. 
 
Kelvin Watson is to write a letter of thanks to the Sun 
Newspaper. Thanking them for their support and great 
reporting of our various activities. Especially our resent 
Rescue Ride. 
 
30th Anniversary. Later this year our branch will cele-
brate 30 years. Watch this space as we plan our activities 
around this event. We may have our own Remembrance 
Service or an event at our garden or advance our Christ-
mas function to fit the date or we could combine all or 
some of these. 
 
Update on the 2020 National Rally in Marlborough. 
Planning is underway with several bookings made al-
ready. The main activities will be in the main hall at the 
Waterlea Racecourse. The meetings will be at the Quality 
Hotel on Nelson Street.  The theme for the weekend is 
Pirates of the Marlborough Sounds. Helpers will be re-
quired closer to the time. Camping at Waterlea has 
been arranged for Self-Contained vehicles only. Waterlea 
Racecourse is close to Motels and the Top Ten camp. 
 
Meeting closed   8.01pm. 
Our next meeting will be 7pm on 7th June 2018 
McDonalds 
Main Street 
Blenheim. 
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If you would like to purchase any   item of  

Ulysses Gear, check out    

   the Gear on the  Ulysses NZ  website, 

www.ulysses.org.nz   

      and make a note of what you want.   

Then get in touch with either Kelvin Watson OR-

Debby at Na�onal Administra�on 

 

 

 

NEW ITEM !! 

Lightweight                                      

neckwarmer.  

$15 each 

 

ULYSSES GEAR  

  

Full Mechanical Service! 

Looking a�er your                                    

motorcycling needs. 

Ulysses Members  
receive a 10% discount*on most Items.  

At Both Autocare & Motocare  
*some condi�ons apply* 

Wayne Brock 2929 (Owner).  
5 Freswick Street, Blenheim 7201  

Ph: 03 578 2542. Mobile: 021 370 745 
Email: autocare@brock.net.nz 

  

Coffee Group Tuesdays      Bob Marks 
  

 A Group of guys, all turning 40, discussed where they 
should meet for lunch. Finally it was agreed that they 
would meet at Weatherspoon’s in Uxbridge because the 
waitresses had big boobs and wore mini-skirts. 

Ten years later, at age 50, the friends once again dis-
cussed where they should meet for lunch.  Finally it was 
agreed that they would meet at Weatherspoon’s in Ux-
bridge because the waitresses were attractive. The food 
and service was good and the beer selection was excel-
lent. 

Ten years later, at age 60, the friends again discussed 
where they should meet for lunch.  Finally it was agreed 
that they would meet at Weatherspoon’s in Uxbridge be-
cause there was plenty of parking, they could dine in 
peace and quiet with no loud music, and it was good val-
ue for money. 

Ten years later, at age 70, the friends discussed where 
they should meet for lunch. Finally it was agreed that 
they would meet at Weatherspoon’s in Uxbridge because 
the restaurant was wheelchair accessible and had a toilet 
for the disabled. 

Ten years later, at age 80, the friends discussed where 
they should meet for lunch. Finally it was agreed that 
they would meet at Weatherspoon’s in Uxbridge because 
they had never been there before. 

 

Twice on Sundays             Kelvin Watson 

An elderly Italian gentleman who lived on the outskirts of 
Rimini, Italy, went to the local church for confession. 

When the priest slid open the panel in the confessional, 
the man said:  

"Father, during World War II, a beautiful Jewish woman 
from our neighbourhood knocked urgently on my door 
and asked me to hide her from the Nazis. So I hid her in 
my attic.” 

The priest replied: "That was a wonderful thing you did, 
and you have no need to confess that."  

"There is more to tell, Father. She started to repay me 
with sexual favours. This happened several times a 
week, and sometimes twice on Sundays."  

The priest said, "That was a long time ago and by doing 
what you did, you placed the two of you in great danger, 
but two people under those circumstances can easily 
succumb to the weaknesses of  the flesh. However, if 
you are truly sorry for your actions, you are indeed                
forgiven.  

"Thank you, Father. That's a great load off my mind. I do 
have one more question." 

"And what is that?" asked the priest 

 "Should I tell her the war is over … ?’'  
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APRIL MID-MONTH DINNER 

 

28 APRIL 2018 

April mid month dinner was a buffet style put on by the team 
at the Woodbourne Tavern and what a splendid meal with 

ham, lamb, roast veg, boiled veg and also veg in white 
sauce...yum....and topped it of with a hot desert. 

The topping for the meal was a presentation by our very own 
Branch Sherriff, Jock Woodley who entertained the gathering 
of approximately 70 members and partners, friends and spon-

sors with photos and videos. 

He talked about the preparation he and three racing mates 
from the Motueka Motorcycles Race Team went through to 
attend and race in the International Island Classic at Phillip 

Island in Australia. 

On show were the Yamaha TZ350 grand prix bikes that he 
and Steve Brown rode to 1st and 2nd place in the 500cc 

Grand Prix class. 

Jock also introduced the crowd to a special guest, Tojo Nak-
agami, the night clubbing Quality Assurance guy from Yama-

ha Motors. 

The night was a great success where Jock came away satis-
fied he had put on an interesting and fulfilling presentation that 

finished up close to 10pm. 

" The talk was my way of giving thanks to the support and en-
couragement 
many mem-

bers and          
especially the 

Committee 
and                         

Co-ordinator 
have given me 

with my            
racing, thank-
you everyone" 

                  
Jock Woodley 

#9118 
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SUNDAY RIDES with Tom 
 

Sunday the 22nd April was a ride to Kohatu Flat Rock Cafe. 
At the station was Tom, Gill, Malcom, and Peter Butler from Picton. 
It was a fairly uneventful ride up the valley, the grapes seem to have a mind 
of their own marching up the valley. 
The Top House road was in great nick and it is worth the ride to  see the 
autumn colours. 
At the Kohatu there was several bikes, one a brand new Ducati multistarda. 
The food and service is always great at this place. 
And with great reluctance we had to head for home with a stop a Pelorus 
for an ice cream. 
A very nice day out with good company. 
Tom 5314. 

Sunday 29th April No ride report as I was away. 
 
Sunday 6th May. Clinker Cafe St Arnaud. 
8 bikes at the station with 9 people. 
Tom, Gill, Vaughn, Allen and Helen, Bryce, Gisela and Harry who we meet up the Wairau Valley. 
At the Clinker Cafe we all sat at a long table had a very nice lunch. 
And we sat round chatting for a while then it was time to head for home. 
As Bryce was going on to Nelson through the Top House, I joined him. It 
was great to have a blag along those roads with very little traffic. Dropping 
Bryce at Nelson, I was off to Rai Valley for an ice cream. 
Then it was time to head for home, a great day out with like minded people. 
Tom 5314. 

May 15th, Riverside Kitchen Nelson ( I had put the Riverside Cafe 
which is in Motueka.) 
This was rained off. Tom 5314. 

May 20th Decide on the day we went to Kekerengu. 
Tom, Gill, Pete B, and Wayne on his Canam. 
A nice fast ride all the way with very blustery winds. 
Arriving at the cafe we found Wayne and Jim there. We all sat round one 
table and ate and chattered away. 
Then it was time for Jim and Wayne to head for home and Pete B went as well. The three of us sat round for nearly 
an hour, with myself and Wayne grilling Gill about wind farms and power. 
Gill seemed very reluctant to go home so it was a stop at Ward for an ice-cream. 
Then off to home we went another great day out. 
Tom 5314. 

 
Saturday the 19th was an overnighter to Reefton was rained off. 
A phone call from Gisela, seeing we are not going to Reefton would you like a ride round the block?                                                                                                 
Hell do bears poo in the woods? 
 
And Saturday was brilliant sunnny day, we met at the Vines coffee 
morning. Jeff Champion joined us, our first stop would be Wake-
field. 
As I had a toilet break at Rai Valley (yes it will come to you young-
sters) Gisela and Jeff carried on I met them at the Rhubarbe ( yes 
it has an e at the end) café in Wakefield. 
 
It was very nice sitting in the sun shine out on the patio bit. 
Gisela ordered an all day breakfast when it came it was on the 
biggest plate that I have seen. Sorry Grant it put your ‘all days’ to 
shame, and she ate the lot! 
After a pleasant time there it was time to go. 
Up the eighty eight valley road, this road is a must if any one has 
not experienced the ride. 
A stop at the Clinker Cafe for coffee and eats and ice cream. 
Off home we went with Gisela leading the way. 
A great day out. 
Tom 5314. 
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RESCUE RIDE 2018 
 

28 April 2018 

We think we had around 

65—70 bikes this year. 

The sky was overcast and 

grey but the mood among 

the Bikers was upbeat 

and positive. 

 

The Fire Service were 

great, they even had a 

truck out at Havelock         

Marina to lead the ride  

into town.                                        

Their sausage sizzle at 

the Fire Station was also 

much appreciated! 

 

We had 90 badges and 

sold 64 on the day.               

One or two more were 

sold later, with the                

Canterbury Branch                

taking the left overs. 

 

We were pleased to            

be able to present the  

Fire Service with a  

cheque for $550. 

THANK YOU to                    

everyone who supported 

the Rescue Ride for 2018. 

Once again it was an     

awesome day out, loads 

of fun and money raised 

for a very important              

Rescue Service in our 

town.  

It doesn’t get any better 

than that, does it? 
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BITS AND BOBS 

 

The Long and Winding Aotearoa. By George Lockyer. 
 
This book is brilliant, I’ve really enjoyed reading it and it’s an 
interesting interpretation of a travel book. 
 
 It consists of a series interviews with interesting people 
around New Zealand not all of them are bike riders but all 
are real fascinating characters.  
The author describes the ride between each interview, the 
scenery and experiences and the people he talks to on the 
way when he stops, as we know how sociable motorcycle 
riders are. 
 
The ride starts with an interview of a yachtsman at Akaroa 
then a 91 year old yoga practitioner at Governors Bay near 
where the author lives.  
 
An interview with Jim Sykes who was involved with starting 
the BEARS motorcycle racing class, then George circles the 
South Island meeting restauranteur Fleur Sullivan at Moera-
ki before riding down to Tuatapere in Southland then on up 
the West Coast talking to a gold miner, a knife maker and an 
environmentalist living in Karamea.  
 
He then describes the ride through the Buller Gorge, the  
Motueka Valley road and on to Golden Bay, before returing 
via Nelson and on the  Marlborough where he talks to our 
own local, Ron Hebberd. 
 
Then there’s a circuit of the North Island where he visits a craft brewer, artists, a jeweller and the fantastic public  
toilets at Kawakwaka and on up to Cape Reinga in the far north. 
 
This has been such an interesting read I recommend it to anyone, not just bike riders. It shows an incredible diversity 
of talent, experiences and really interesting personalities that make up our NZ society. 
 
John #5083 

WINTER READING 
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BITS AND BOBS 
 

OUR BRANCH BIRTHDAY 
 

Marlborough Branch celebrates our 

30th Birthday  in November 2018. 

Committee has begun discussing 

how we might celebrate this and 

perhaps combine it with our end of 

year Christmas Party 

If you have any thoughts or ideas about this,                          

please tell Kelvin so we can discuss it at our next                  

Committee meeting and make a plan. 

 

23 June 2018 

Is the date of this years Mid Year Dinner. 

This is an important event on our Branch calendar, when              

service badges and trophies are presented.  

Committee members have tickets to sell;                                    

cost $30 for members, $40 for non members.                              

If you haven’t been contacted and you want a ticket, 

please contact a Committee member ASAP 

Ticket numbers are limited to 80. 

South Island Remembrance Service 2018 

Saturday 4 August 2018 

The Canterbury Branch of the Ulysses Club of NZ Inc would like to invite you, 
along with friends of our clubs fallen members to the SI Remembrance 
Service.  

As your host, we have made the decision to move the venue, this has been 
dictated by an extreme rise in costs for not only the venue but also 
accommodation and the evening meal. 

Please note the following; 

Venue: The Hornby Working Men’s Club 

17 Carmen Road, Hornby, Christchurch 8042.  

The service will commence at 2 p.m.  

Ulysses members and guests are asked to arrive from 1pm...so you can be 
signed in to the facilities (then you have the run of all bars, etc.). 

There is an excellent dining room and at $22.50 per head for a buffet dinner 
from 5.30 pm. You have a choice of roast (pork, lamb, beef, chicken or ham). 
Salads and vegetables for selection...included in cost. If you order before 
6.30pm, you'll get a free dessert.  

You can order off the menu if you prefer, and there's also the club cafe. 

We are hoping to offer some billets for our guests. 

For those from out of town the Hornby Club backs onto Hornby Mall and just 
over the road is Dress Mart. Bring your partners and make a weekend of it. 

Questions? Please contact Steve Orpwood email: canterbury@ulysses.org.nz 
.Phone 03 358-7494 evenings or 021 127 3363. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thoughts from the shower……     Kelvin Watson          

Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and it just takes 75-100 years to fully work. 

Every time you clean something, you just make something else dirty. True! 

The word "swims" upside down is still "swims". 

 

FOR SALE 

2008 Suzuki VL800 Boulevard 

20500 miles 

Windscreen, saddle bags,             

back rest etc. 

$5750 ono 

 

Contact Jock Woodley for a 
look, ride, chat 0272470222 
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Brass Monkey Rally—are you going this year? 
 
There are several rallies throughout the year that I really like to attend 
and the Brass Monkey Rally is one of them. 
 It’s held in Central Otago at Oturehura which is near the area in New 
Zealand with the record for the coldest winter temperatures, - obvious-
ly an ideal place for a motorcycle rally during Queens Birthday week-
end. Only camping is allowed on the Rally site.  
Sounds mad if you try to explain to others especially non motorcyclists 
but the Rally is popular, - it’s been held continuously for 38 years and 
so far I’ve attended 19 of them. 
 
Usually in early April an email arrives from the organisers Otago       
Motorcycle Club reminding me that it’s coming up and that registration 
is available on line, so the planning starts, - do I pre-order dinner and 
breakfast or take the stuff to make my own, I usually register and  pay 
for meals and the commitment is on. I will be going again this year.  
 
Then as the days of May tick off I start looking at the long term weath-
er forecast in anticipation, there’s often a southerly storm a week or so 
forehand just like this last week with snow covering over most of Ota-
go. The weather forecast determines the route I may take as it’s al-
ways good to ride different roads. 
 
So this coming Wednesday I will have my bike packed and wearing all 
my winter riding apparel will be heading off to Christchurch for the first 
night then Dunedin for several days catching up with friends then on 
Saturday morning will be traveling over the Pig Route (highway 85) 
towards the rally along with about 1500 others to camp out, stand 
around the biggest bonfire you’ll likely ever see and mingle with the 
crowds. It’s great. 
 
So if anyone wants a riding adventure, give it a go. You might catch the bug and return year afternoon year until you 
realise that you’ve become a regular! 
Cheers John #5083  

ABOVE; Saturday afternoon 

BELOW; Sunday morning 

ABOVE; I spotted this sign at Filcos in Nelson when 

John and I  were over there early in May.—                    

Loved the sentiment! 
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RETREADS RIDE 
Captains Daughter, Havelock; 26.04.18 

Today turned out to be yet another cracker. Clear sunny skies and 
no wind. Ray and Don were heard to complain about the snow and 
hail at Okaramio!! Not. We met an oncoming traffic cop not far from 
Havelock and I’m happy to say that none of the Retreads were ap-
prehended and the patrol car held one fairly disappointed cop.  

Our Merry Mob lunched at the Captains Daughter today and en-
joyed the outside vista in magic conditions. To share this we had 
new man, Bob Moss, Ray Beard, Don Best, Peter Beckett, Lindsay 
Learmonth, Terry Molony, Derrick Stripling, John Hadfield, Grant 
Johnston, Jeff and Wendy Champion, Barry Hope, Graham Check, 
Dave Jackson, Kelvin Watson and me. I won’t go so far as to say 
that Bob McCrindle was missed today but the lack of abuse coming 
my way was astonishing. He was getting his stitches out at 1pm. 
Guess you could say he’s been in stitches. 

The food was up to the usual high standard and towards the end we 
were joined by Colin Wynn who some may have seen on TV recent-
ly. Colin is a man of many talents and under his influence, the table 
talk elevated from the usual sex and motorbikes to wild life and pets. I now know the difference between Harriers, 
Falcons and Cocker Spaniels – proving yet again we are never too old to learn. 

The reportable quotes today were: 
Kelvin’s Spyder Brakes (you can ask him) 
The waitress who addressed our table as “Gentlemen” and was ignored because no one present answers to that 

title 
New bikes are like new girl friends – you can’t stop riding them 
Motorbikes are like a lady. Never put your leg over one you can’t afford 
Farmer’s son was on his driving test and testing officer asks, “Can you make a U turn?” His response was, “I can 

do better than that. If you can get her back legs in my gumboots I’ll make her eyes water!” 
 
I remember one of Peter Unger’s tee shirts. On it were the words, never trust an old man on a motorbike. Seems to 
me that is a pretty valid comment in today’s company too. 
 
Our Merry Bob dispersed to mow lawns, tidy backyards or take coffee in Picton. The low sun and the wet places in 
the shady areas on Queen Charlotte Drive were a reminder that the winter season is not too far away. 
 
JG # 9272 
 
 
Jolly Roger, Waikawa; 03.05.18 

Today turned out to be another cracker with not a breath of wind and a sunny sky. Our Merry Mob departed town at 
1100 led by Lou and headed for the Jolly Roger at Waikawa. It was great to have Lou along again today. The team 
included Lou Jowers, Terry Molony, Bruce and Ali Windleburn, Kelvin Watson, Derek Stripling, Peter Bugler, Peter 
Beckett and Marie, Lionel Graham, Colin Simpson, Graham Check, his dog and me. 
 
The road to Picton was quiet and the few trucks were dealt with in the usual fashion. Orders were taken by a fellow 
who was obviously struggling with his day and may just have got out of the wrong side of his bed. Graham Check 
ordered battered prawns and added that he didn’t want them too knocked around. (“Battered.”) The remark was 
wasted. It bounced off the wall behind Old Mate and fell to the floor. 
 
We sat outside and enjoyed our meals once they arrived at their correct destina-
tions. There was quite a bit of confusion and Ali got a toastie that had a bite taken 
out of it. Kelvin removed his top teeth to demonstrate that he was the culprit. 
Speaking of Kelvin, he again excelled with not one but two toasties (plus a bite of 
a third) and a bowl of chips. I suspect worms. Many of the places we visit would 
benefit by adding a name to each order as they do at The Vines. Given the noise 
level and the fact that most Retreads are deaf, such a policy would expedite the 
lunches no end and ease the tension for the waitresses. 
 
Whilst sitting outside was popular with the Retreads it also appealed to a multitude 
of sparrows and seagulls. One particularly raucous seagull was named Bob 
McCrindle and was finally silenced by sharing Kelvin’s chips – a happening often 
enacted by its namesake! 
 
We heard how Terry and Sue’s offspring shouted Mum and Dad a trip to  

ABOVE; Sun umbrellas at the end of April??? 

Seagull named Bob McCrindle 
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RETREADS continued…. 
 
Queenstown for their 50th wedding anniversary. Our heartiest            
congratulations go to them both. We also heard about the number 
of Asians and in contrast, the lack of carparks there. 
 
We learned that Marie is the reason for Peter B’s many rides to 
Auckland. Having a girlfriend that far away is an ideal arrangement 
for a keen motorcyclist. 
 
The entire mealtime was priceless as our group spread humour and 
confusion in equal proportions. 
 
Come and join us. 
 
JG # 9272  
 
 
Flaxbourne Tearooms, Ward; 10.05.18 
 
Today promised to be a sunny start but the sun had a black eye instead and the day was slow warming up. In spite 
of that it was still incredibly mild being 15° when we left Blenheim but 18° at Ward. 
 
Sharing the great hospitality at the Flaxbourne Tearooms were Lou Jowers, Lindsay Learmonth, Ali Windleburn, 
Grant Johnston, Terry Molony, Casy and Marika Smit, Peter Beckett, Kelvin Watson, Peter and Helga Pinion, Derrick 
Stripling, Graham Howarth, Allan Graham, Bob Moss, Dave Jackson, Wally Allen me and at Ward we welcomed  
Kaikoura man Alister McLeod. 19 was a pretty good turnout given the bleak morning. Ride conditions were perfect 
with no sun and a light tailwind. We all played the SH 1 game of truck dodgems and we got 
plenty of practice too. 
 
Having ordered, Peter Beckett went to a table occupied by Casy and Marika. He appeared 
to trip, fall but was saved by a neat face plant on Marika’s bosom. Well that’s my story         
anyway. Some blokes will do anything eh. Allan Graham tucked into a chowder in which 
the water content was minimal. It was nearly solid leading Grant to comment that it was 
ideal tucker for motorcyclists because it would block the bowel in the event the rider got a 
big fright! 
 
The conversation turned to aging and the comment was made how that at our age, even 
turning over in bed is painful. You get cramp almost everywhere. The only organ that 
doesn’t cramp up is one that we’d like to. 
 
Hostess Barbara came out and was trying to find a home for an extra toasted sandwich. 
Grant, who unsurprisingly had just finished his Big Breakfast announced that he could eat 
it. The truth of the matter is that I’m pretty sure I got accidentally charged for two sandwich-
es and received just one. And I’m not going to spoil this story by telling you that Grant got a doggie bag and took the 
sandwich home for Lis. I’m hoping such thoughtfulness might have been rewarded – especially if the good doctor got 
cramp. 
 
A friendly road cop came and had a 
chat and mentioned that The Store at 
Kekerengu is now back to running on 
all cylinders. Coffee is again served in 
proper cups and meals are served on 
plates and with knives and forks.  
 
So following lunch I rode down and 
checked it out. The cabinet food is        
inexpensive and the menu looks great 
so we will be visiting there sometime 
soon. 
 I met the cop again on the way home 
but that’s another story. 
 
Cheers 
 
JG # 9272 
 

 

Grant with dessert. 
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RETREADS continued…. 
17th May 2017 – Slip Inn, Havelock. 

Having suffered overnight at the hands of a couple of stroppy granddaughters who had a sleepover while their            
parents had swanned off to Wellington for the night and having been grounded from riding the bike for three or four 
weeks after an operation on my hand, I was chomping at the bit to go on today’s ride come hell or high water.        
Fortunately both hell & high water took a break as the day dawned fine with clear skies. Sure it started out rather 
chilly but the sun soon warmed things up which certainly uplifted one’s spirit after a couple of miserable and wet 
days. 

Arrived at Brayshaw Park about 10-50am to a reasonably good muster which included                                               
Wally Allen, Lindsay Learmonth, Peter Beckett, Peter Nelson, Graham Check, Graham Howarth, Tom Brown,            
Derrick Stripling, Evan Teale, John Hadfield, Dave Jackson, Ali Windleburn, JG and me.                                       
While waiting for JG to perform his little pre ride pep talk it was all hands on deck to find an Allan Key to tighten up 
one of Evan’s rear vision mirrors. I think it was Graham Check who came up with the right sized one and thus            
restored Evan’s ability to see what’s happening behind him as he rides. 

For a moment or two I thought my enforced layoff had resulted in an improvement in the social behaviour of the          
Retreads as everyone seemed rather polite and circumspect leading up to JG’s little pep talk however normality       
resumed virtually the moment JG opened his mouth. With tongue in cheek he welcomed me back and then without 
taking the time to draw breath proceeded to take the mickey at my expense as well as informing me my                    
reappearance automatically relieved him of having to write any more weekly ride reports. Thanks a million Sweet 
Cheeks, your kindness is only exceeded by your exquisite ugliness!  

Graham Check was appointed tail end Charlie for the ride so I said if I am too slow to pass me as I wasn’t sure how 
the hand would stand up to a longer ride given that it was still a little tender. I needn’t have bothered as our                
Co-ordinator Kelvin bailed me up to discuss a couple of matters just as the group took off. This turned out to be a 
blessing as I had a glorious ride out with absolutely no holdups what-so-ever. From what I gleaned during lunch the 
rest of the mob were held up for a goodly part of the trip by both a truck and a campervan. 

The staff at the Slip Inn had set up some tables in a 
row on the balcony outside for us which was great. 
Pretty soon we were all tucking into our food and 
conversing with our immediate neighbours and  
thoroughly enjoying ourselves.                                     
Unfortunately the wind picked up a bit when we 
were about ¾ of our way through our meals and 
also introduced a chill factor into proceedings so 
there wasn’t too much enthusiasm to linger outside 
for long.  

I decided to prolong the trip to test out the hand so I 
opted to head off on Queen Charlotte Drive to                   
Linkwater where I turned onto Kenepuru Road to 
explore the 9km long Moetapu Bay Road and then 
continued on to The Portage before returning to 
Linkwater and complete the circuit back to                   
Blenheim via Picton. The hand got a real workout 
given the number of tight corners and extremely 
narrow roads and I was pretty chuffed it stood up as well as it did. 

Bob #8033 

 

24.05.18 Cosy Corner, Seddon 

Now I shouldn’t be telling today’s story but the reality is that Bob made himself useful somewhere else. See he left 
us at the Montana catch up point because he was experiencing “gearbox troubles.” It transpired that he’d bought a 
new pair of boots and his new clod hoppers didn’t fit the gear shift like his old ones did. He returned to Blenheim 
where adjustments were made which just goes to show what some blokes will do to avoid writing the ride report. 

Today dawned fine and frosty then just before departure time there was one small shower then it was back to the 
promised fine again. We all departed for Seddon in nice weather that had a distinct wintry feel to it. Our Merry Mob 
included Lou Jowers,  Danny McGowan, Graham Check, Kelvin Watson, Peter Bugler, Terry Molony, Lindsay Lear-
month, Dave Jackson, Grant Johnston, Allan Graham, Peter Nelson, Bob McCrindle, Ali Windleburn, Graham 
Howarth, Peter Beckett and Marie, and me. 17 reduced to 16 at Montana and Dave joined us late having ridden via 
Taylor Pass. 

Over lunch the stories centred around the very strong north westerly that was building.  This led to much further dis-
cussion on road safety and the value of training – at least it did at our table. The lass who brought out the coffees 
appeared to be in a reasonably advanced state of Parkinsons and many of us either wore much of our drinks or 
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RETREADS continued... 
 

drank them from the saucer! 

We heard about the lady who lost her husband. She told her friend that he’d still be alive if 
they’d known what blood group he was. When she had asked him what it was in the last 
hours, she told her friend that all he would say was “be positive.” 

Once again Ali entertained the mob with a couple of stories. One involved a cowboy and his 
brand new bride who arrived at the Inn and requested a suite. The owner asked, “Bridle?” 
The cowboy thought for a moment then said, “No, I think I’ll just hang onto her ears until she 
gets used to it.” 

In the course of the meal, Lou tried hard to emulate the good doctor’s appetite but failed mis-
erably. Hey Lou, it takes years of practice to put away a feed like that. Eyes bigger than 
stomach eh. But we must admit that the Cosy Corner 
does produce big meals and they are reasonably 
priced. 

The lunch banter was broken up by the need to get a 
group photo as some started to depart.  

Everyone safely negotiated the strong wind on the 
way home. Come and join us if you have a sense of 
humour. 

Cheers 

JG # 9272 

 
A young man named Donald bought a horse from a 
farmer for $250. The farmer agreed to deliver the 

horse the next day.  
 

The next day, the farmer drove up to Donald’s 
house and said, “Sorry son, but I have some bad 

news, the horse died.”  
 

Donald replied, “Well, then just give me my money 
back.” The farmer said, “Can’t do that. I went and 

spent it already.”  
 

Donald said, “Ok, then, just bring me the dead 
horse.”  

 
The farmer asked, “What ya gonna do with him?”  

 
Donald said, “I’m going to raffle him off.”  

 
The farmer said, “You can’t raffle off a dead horse!” 
Donald said, “Sure I can, Watch me. I just won’t tell 

anybody he’s dead.”  
 

A month later, the farmer met up with Donald and 
asked, “What happened with that dead horse?”  

 
Donald said, “I raffled him off. I sold 500 tickets at 
five dollars a piece and made a profit of $2495.”  

 
The farmer said, “Didn’t anyone complain?” Donald 
said, “Just the guy who won. So I gave him his five 

dollars back. 
 

Donald moved into the White House more than a 
year ago. 

 
                                                       Kelvin Watson 
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CENTRAL NORTH ISLAND with Lionel and friends 
  
I was lucky enough to be invited again by my Son on 
another motor cycle tour. 
This time radiating out from Lake Taupo with the 
same group of my sons high rolling friends from 
Auckland, that were on the top of the North Island 
tour, and the Nelson, West Coast, Queenstown, Mil-
ford Sound, Geraldine, Hanmer, Christchurch, Tour. 
 
In good weather I 'Blue Bridged' to Wellington-State 
Highway one-Waiouru-Desert Road-to the Bull Ring 
Pub,at Atiamuri, 40 km North of Lake Toupo, our 
meeting place ,and then on to a couple of houses 
that one of our group owns I was in no hurry, cruising 
up the island on my own, and must have seen at 
least 30 traffic cops on the way. 
 
From Bulls to nearly Waiouru, I spied two unmarked cop cars in convoy,( which I kept one car back from) ,that were 
being overtaken by unsuspecting traffic, which obviously "freaked" out once they were alongside those 2 "Mufty" 
Holdens, and would creep forward at about 102 kmh. 
The car in front of me was more restrained, and maintained station behind them, probably because to her bold "rego" 
plate, ‘Kane It’ could have been construed as a challenge. 
 
Day 2.  I did not realise the central North Island had so many nice lakes. We passed Lakes Taupo, Rotorua,                
Tarawera, Rotoehu,  Rotoiti  Rotoehu, Rotoma, and then through Te Teko, and lunch at Whatatane.    Nice town and 
nice to see the ocean again 
Up the West side ot Te Urewere  National Park to Te Kiorenui Village, and the  long slide down to Wai-O-
Tapu thermal area. 
One of our group was a passenger in a car some years ago that ran out of petrol near the top of  the hill (Te Kiorenui 
Village) and remarkably coasted 40 km down to civilisation. 
Slightly damp we lined up for a soak in a Lake Taupo hot thermal pool .  Pure luxury!  ,a hot meal and back to base 
camp at Atiamuri. 
 
Day 3.  Sunny day.  West shore Lake Taupo to Tongariro National Park and Whakapapa Village and ski field (no 
snow) 
Great ride up there with spectacular views, then on to Te Ohakune, Waiouru, the Desert Road, around the East 
shore Lake Taupo in sunshine and the lake like glass and home. 
 
One of our group had traded his Moto Guzzi  road bike for a Susuki  D R 650 and was inspired to go off road when-
ever the opportunity presented. 
One such occasion was at a deserted lake side with course firm welcoming sand,  deceptively firm as it turned out, 
as the rear wheel all but disappeared along with a temporary curbing of  his off road aspirations!  Man power quickly 
retrieved his off roader from the evil clutches of the quick sand.   His pride took a little longer. Thank goodness for 
the characters of this world that promote a perfectly mundane ordinary ride into a memorable event 
 
Day 4     The group return to Auckland and I skirt around the 'Closed for bridge repairs' Desert Road and a warm 
sunny ride back to Wellington. 
I have found the Blue Bridge Shipping very accommodating with personable intelligent staff and even managed an 
earlier sailing I hoped for, homeward bound. 
 
The all important bikes on the ride;  
Suzuki  DR 650,   Aprillia Caponord 1200,   Ducati Diavel,    Trimph 750,   Harley anniversary     Honda Shadow  650 
 
Lionel Graham #9563 

 
Tee Shot 

  
A guy stands over his tee-shot for what seems an eternity: looking up, looking down,  

measuring the distance, figuring the wind direction and speed. 
  

Finally his exasperated partner says, "What's taking so long?  Hit the damn ball!" 
  

The guy answers, "My wife is up there watching me from the clubhouse.  I want to make this a 
perfect shot." 

  
"Forget it, man," says his partner. “You'll never hit her from here ..." 
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Interislander Discount for Ulyssians 

 

Information is on the National Website—click on ‘About the Club’ and then on ‘Discounts’ 

WHEN BOOKING your trip; Insert the promo code—XULY1 on the ‘payment details’ page. 

 

Please remember you must show your Ulysses membership card to get your Boarding pass or 

the discount will not apply 

 

Please note that the discount does not apply between 19 December 2018 and 31 January 2019. 

 

 

 

SCENIC TRAIN OFFER –Ulysses members 

Promo Code: XULY1 

10% off best available fare. 

Booking conditions and instructions for members are: 

 Reservations can be made direct with Scenic Journeys online at http://www.greatjourneysofnz.co.nz  

 Click on Book – top of page 

 Book a train 

 Enter journey details 

 Enter XULY1 into the promo code box  

 Click continue 

 Choose fare type- discount will be applied/shown 

 Please read fare conditions prior to continuing through the booking process 

 Continue 

 Add any extras if required 

 Continue through the booking process. 

 Space is subject to availability at the time of the booking request. 

 Date and time changes as per fare conditions. 

 Membership card must be shown at check in and must be in the name of the person travelling 

 Fares subject to change with notification. 

 Valid for travel from 10 May through to 18 December 18 

 Please note that no discount applies 19 December 18 through to and including 31 January 19 

 



 

19 

DATE DAY TIME DETAILS RIC 

Every week Thursdays 11am Thursday Group rides . Meet at Brayshaw Park carpark, all members 

and visitors Welcome 

Grant Johnson           

John Sinclair 

27 May Sunday 11am Join a ride over the hill to Happy Valley Café at Hira for lunch Tom Brown 

3 June Sunday 11am A great li�le ride to Forresters Café just past Rai Valley for lunch Tom Brown 

4 June Monday 11am Turn up and decide the des�na�on on the day. Tom Brown 

7 June Thursday 7pm Commi�ee mee�ng, McDonalds on Main Street. All welcome. Kelvin Watson 

10 June Sunday 10am A new café to visit—join us for a ride to Riverside Café on the inland 

Moutere Highway. 

Tom Brown 

17 June Sunday 10am An awesome ride down the coast to the Caves Café just past Kaikoura Tom Brown 

23 June Saturday 6pm Mid Year Dinner, Clubs of Marlborough. If you want a �cket, please 

contact a Commi�ee member as soon as possible. 

Kelvin Watson 

24 June Sunday 11am A favourite short social ride to Pelorus Bridge café for lunch Tom Brown 

     

     

MARLBOROUGH RIDES & EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY RIDES;  Unless otherwise stated, all Sunday Rides leave from the south end 
of Blenheim Railway Station car-park—check the rides calendar. 

MID WEEK RIDES; Thursdays, depart Brayshaw Park car-park 11am—check with 
John or Grant if in doubt. 

Come on your bike or in your car, it doesn’t matter, just come along and join in.  

If you have an idea for a ride, get in touch with the Rides Coordinators 

LOOKING ON DOWN THE ROAD... 

FURTHER ON DOWN THE ROAD... 

1-4 June;  (Queens Birthday weekend) Brass Monkey Rally at Oturehura, are you mad enough? Talk to John 

Laing about how to register. 

23 June; SAVE THE DATE, Branch Mid Year Dinner at the Taylor Room in the Clubs of Marlborough. Tickets; $30 

for members and $40 for non-members, cost subsidised out of Branch funds.  Ticket numbers limited to 80. Tickets 

are available from Committee members. Bring a non perishable food item for the Grocery Hamper Raffle. 

4 August  2018 South Island Remembrance Service at Christchurch. Check out the notice in this newsletter. 

November 2018—Combined Branch 30th Birthday and Christmas Party. Watch this 

space for further details later. 

2 January 2019—Port Nelson Street races. 10am—4pm. 

3 February 2019—Shiney Side up is on again in Nelson 

29—31  March 2019; National Rally and AGM, Hastings—check your next Ulyssian mag-

azine for registration details and talk to Kelvin about accommodation. 

13—15 March 2020; National Rally and AGM, Marlborough—plans are underway! 
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Our newsletter is proudly sponsored by….. 

SENDER; Ulysses Club of New Zealand Inc, MARLBOROUGH Branch. 
If undelivered please return to The Secretary, 94 Howick Road Blenheim 7201 

 
Two blokes living in the Australian outback saw a couple of jobs advertised by the Queen of England.                            

She was looking for footmen, to walk beside her carriage. 
 

They applied and were very happy to be flown to London for an interview with Her Majesty. 
 

HM said to them: “Because my footmen must wear long white stockings, I must see your ankles to be sure                        
they are not swollen or misshapen." 

 
After they show her their ankles, the Queen said: “It is also important that you don’t have knobby knees,                          

so I need to see your knees too.” 
 

Once she has seen their knees, she says: “Now everything appears to be in shape, so I just need to                              
see your testimonials.” 

 
Nine years later, when the pair are released from prison, one of the blokes said to the other: 

”I reckon, if we’d just had just a bit more education, we would have got that job!” 


