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BRANCH COORDINATOR 

Kelvin Watson                Ph; 577 6822 

143B Maxwell Road, Blenheim 7201 

Email; Marlborough@ulysses.org.nz 

 

VICE COORDINATOR                                                         

John Laing                     Ph; 577 6663 

  
SECRETARY 

Melissa Wills                  Ph. 579 2363     
94 Howick Road, Blenheim 7201 
Email: marlborough.sec@ulysses.org.nz 
 
TREASURER   
Bob McCrindle                 Ph; 579 5350 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS                                  

Jock Woodley                     Ph, 579 5554                                 

Jane Laing                          Ph. 577 6663                     

Tom Brown                         Ph, 579 3106                                                  

Tim Wills                             Ph, 579 2363      

John Sinclair                       Ph, 578 7110   

Kevin Bright                        Ph, 572 8588    

Jeff Champion  (Communication Assistant)                                                                                                                                        

Ph, 027 4374368                                           

RIDES COORDINATOR  (Sunday rides) 
Tom Brown              Ph; 579 3106 
Jock Woodley          Ph; 579 5554 
 
WELFARE OFFICER; 
Chris Donaldson          Ph; 574 2421 
Email;  donaldsons@gmail.com 
 
RETREADS RIDES  (Thursday rides) 
John Sinclair                     Ph; 578 7110      
Grant Johnson                  Ph; 578 0901 
 
BRANCH SHERIFF                                          

Jock Woodley                  Ph; 579 5554          

Email;  jockow@xtra.co.nz  

BRANCH  QUARTERMASTER   
(Ulysses Gear Orders) 
VACANT—Ring Kelvin Watson 

BRANCH HISTORIAN 
Jane Laing                  Ph. 577 6663 
 
COMMUNITY NOTICES ORGANISER                     

Evan Teale                 Ph. 578 7323 

WEBMASTER  
Bob  Marks                 Ph, 574 1177 
Email;               marksie7@gmail.com 
 
Branch Web Page:  
www.ulysses.org.nz/marlborough 
 
BRANCH RIDER MENTORS 
Chris de Wagt            Ph. 577 7238 
Kevin Bright               Ph. 572 8588 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jane Laing         Ph.577 6663 
Email; johnlaing.mt@xtra.co.nz 
Post; 75A Weld Street, Blenheim 7201  
 
Refer all membership  enquiries  to the 

Coordinator or a  Committee member 

 

Monthly newsletter of the MARLBOROUGH BRANCH, Ulysses Club of NZ Inc. 

The Beavertown News 
May 2018 

ABOVE; John Hadfield showing his Robinson         
Crusoe solution to the housing crisis. Here he               

considers the second floor. (Retreads, 28 March) 

ABOVE: Some of the Marlborough members who           
attended the National Rally in Mosgiel. John, Joan,          

Darryl, Gisela, Alistair, Julie, Julia, Kelvin, Jane, - also  
present were Tony W, & Evan and Margaret.                   

Great weekend everyone! 
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               Ulysses Members  

Trades Directory 

You can advertise your business in this  publication for $75 per year                                                        
(12 Adverts -  Business Card Size) 

Contact: Jane; Ph. 577 6663 OR Kelvin, Ph. 577 6822 for further information 

Max Lichtnecker 
0274 321 449                                      

or 03 578 1331                          

Box 938                                               

BLENHEIM 
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    First up this month I would like to thank the 10 Marlborough Members who went down 
to Mosgiel with Julia & myself to the 2018 National Rally & AGM put on by the Otago 
Branch. 
Some went by car, a couple took their caravan & the rest rode their bikes. The holiday 
home where 9 of us stayed for the weekend was really great. Heaps of room & a double 
garage for all the bikes. 
The AGM meetings went off very well and much to Jane’s surprise she was presented 
with an Odyssey medal that she wasn’t expecting. Congratulations Jane, and well de-
served. There were two other Odyssey Medals presented also.  The Friday night “Meet & 
Greet” included a Mutton Pie Eating contest where John Laing competed unsuccessfully for Marlborough Branch. 
“Tiny” Tim Stewart our National Vice President won this event. The Saturday AGM meeting was over & done with 
fairly quickly with the remit to lower the joining age to 35yrs lost. 
 
 Saturday night dinner & party was a “hoot”. Gold was the theme, so there was all sorts of different dress ups. I had to 
be taken home & put to bed after the Main course due to some disgraceful behavior. Congratulations to John Laing 
who won a Revit Motorcycle jacket in one of the raffle draws. 
Sunday  morning , having woken up feeling better than expected fortunately, we all went for breakfast before saying 
our  farewells,  the other members all going in different directions. Julia & I headed North with Alistair & Julie, spent 
one night in Rangiora before returning to Blenheim. 
 
    Our Branch received a resignation from the Committee & Quartermaster/mistress position by Joan Robinson re-
cently. I would like to thank Joan for all the effort she put into those positions. I’m sure when she returns from that 
Island west of NZ , she might continue where she left off. 
 
I hope to see a lot of members supporting our monthly dinners etc. I know  for the April one Jock Woodley has put a 
lot of effort into with his presentation & display about the 2018 Island Classic at Philip Island in Australia. “Thanks 
Jock”. Also thanks to Tim Wills for organizing venues for our other dinner nights too. 
 
Some of you will know that our Treasurer Bob McCrindle has just had a small operation on his left hand to straighten 
one of his fingers. Should be back in action by the time you all get this magazine. 
 
    Our Branch is running The National Rally & AGM in 2020. This will be our 2nd time doing this. Currently we have a 
few real keen helpful members on the organizing committee doing a wonderful job. We will certainly require a few 
more people for different jobs a bit closer to the time. Speak to myself or Jane if you are available to help. The week-
end is 13th,14th & 15th March 2020. I know there is a lot of work involved in running one of these events, & back in 
2006 we had a highly successful Rally ---would be great if we could do it again. 
 
    The Branch rides are still on every week. Small numbers of members turn out on the Sunday rides put on for you 
all. Larger numbers seem to turn out on the Retreads weekly rides. If anyone has any comments to make on any of 
these organized rides we put on for the members please feel free to contact me. If I don’t hear anything I take it you 
are all happy with what’s going on.  
 
Our Mid Year Dinner & Presentation of trophy’s & service badges is being held at The Clubs Of Marlborough Taylor 
Room on 23rd June. Limited to 80 people,  tickets will be available from the committee members. 
 
“Till next month Ride Safe”. 
 
Kelvin #3602. 
  

Coordinators  word... 

DISCLAIMER;  While contributions and adverts are welcome, no responsibility can be accepted regarding claims or statements made by             

members or advertisers in respect of  products or services offered.  The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor 
or of the Committee, but are those of the writer/s.  The Editor reserves the right to edit, abridge or decline some contributions. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!….  May 2018 

 

 

Peter Bugler                                

Allan Edgar                             

Bev Gill                                            

Steve Ginders    

 

 

 Barry Hawker                                       

Lester Hope                          

Owen Jellyman                                 

Bob Marks                                              

Peter Nelson   

 

                                                                  

 

Cherie Newman                                                        

Stuart Paul                                                      

Derek Stripling                                        

Melissa wills 
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Remember…. The DEADLINE  
for the next newsletter is   20th May. 

MINUTES of the last Committee meeting... 

Meeting: 5th April 2018 

McDonalds, Main Street Blenheim, 7pm. 

Meeting started: 7.02pm 

Attendees: Kelvin Watson, Tom Brown, John Laing, Jane 
Laing, John Sinclair, Tim Wills, Melissa Wills, Bob 
McCrindle, Jock Woodley. 

Apologies: Jeff Champion, Kevin Bright, Joan Robinson. 

Visitors: Don Best. 

Minutes of previous meeting: True and accurate rec-
ord. Jane Laing moved, Jock Woodley seconded. 

Matters Arising: There are three signatories to authorise 
payments for our Westpac Account: Kelvin Watson, Bob 
McCrindle, Melissa Wills however only two signatories 
are required to authorise a payment.  

Kelvin welcomed Don as a visitor to our meeting.  

John Laing asked if the Newsletter had been carried for a 
change in payment date, it has been agreed by the Com-
mittee that we are going to keep the payment date the 
same as before. John Sinclair moved, Tim Wills second-
ed. 

Inwards Correspondence: Joans Resignation from the 
Committee, Thank you email from Liz Lowe for cards, 
phone calls and support after Peter Unger’s passing, 
Pam Neal raising money for cancer on her scooter, 
Robyn Blackburn looking for your ride stories or near 
miss’s that you’ve had on your bike. 

Outwards Correspondence: None 

Treasurers Report: Bob McCrindle moved and John  
Sinclair seconded a motion that upon maturity of the 
Club’s term deposit of $10,000-00 on 15 May 2018, 
$5000.00 is reinvested immediately and the remaining 
$5000.00 plus interest be matured into the Club’s West-
pac Current account to: 

a) Fund the purchase and set up of a laptop computer for 
the Treasurer 

b) To provide a working capital backstop until such time 
as the Treasurer can ascertain the likely annual cash 
flows of the Club to ensure the Club has sufficient work-
ing capital at its disposal and subsequently reinvest any 
remaining proceeds of the original Term Deposit and ac-
cumulated Interest back on Term Deposit  

Tom asked if the Newsletter was self-funded, Jane 
agreed it was. 

Accounts passed for payment: Rescue ride badges 
$595.00. John Laing asked if Kelvin needed to be reim-
bursed for travel costs to the AGM, Jock moved that Kel-
vin will be reimbursed for his travel costs, John Laing se-
conded. 

General Business: Kelvin has a list of members who 
have earned a service badge for 10, 15, 25 years of ser-
vice. Kelvin has contacted the members to ask them if 

they would like one, the Branch will pay for the badge. 
Kelvin or Jeff are to order the badges from Debbie Mor-
gan. 

Sunday Rides survey: No one has contacted Kelvin with 
any ideas yet to improve this. Tom said 2-3 riders were 
turning up to the rides on Sundays. 

Rescue Ride: Raising money for the Fire Service. Jane 
has made the posters to advertise this and she has or-
dered 90 badges. 

Mid Year Dinner: John Sinclair has booked the clubs of 
Marlborough Buffet for the 23rd June $40 a head. Jock 
Woodley moved that members will be subsidised $10 by 
the Ulysses club so tickets will be $30 for Members, $40 
non members, Jane Laing seconded. We will have a 
hamper raffle again, Jane will donate basket, members to 
donate a grocery item for this. Jane will make 80 tickets 
for the dinner and Committee members will be selling the 
tickets for this. 

April mid Month Dinner: Woodbourne Tavern 28th April: 
$25 Buffet. RSVP to Tim Wills 035792363. 

May Midmonth Dinner: Tim will advise Jane. 

John Sinclair moved Congratulations to Jane Laing for 
receiving the Odyssey Medal at this year AGM. Kelvin 
Watson seconded. Don Best also agreed Congratula-
tions! 

AGM in Mosgiel:  Kelvin said the Membership age was 
discussed at the AGM, to lower the joining age to 35 
years, this was not agreed on so will stay at 40 years of 
age to join the Ulysses Club. 

Kelvin said the AGM was successful this year. The Presi-
dent is Mike Dew. 

John Laing won a jacket at the AGM. 

Jane said the next AGM will be in Hastings, we will have 
a group ride. Kelvin has booked a holiday home for this 
already. Also you can book at Top 10. 

Bob McCrindle asked if we should start preparing a budg-
et estimate of the likely costs our Branch might incur in 
respect of the upcoming 2020 AGM, Jane said yes. Jane 
said there is a meeting for the 2020 AGM at the clubs of 
Marlborough this coming Monday at 7pm and when we 
have all the costs available a budget will be drawn up. 
The event needs to be self-funding. Natcom does not 
provide funding for the rally. 

Jane Laing moved that we send letter of thanks to Joan 
to thank her for all her work in the club. Jock seconded. 
Kelvin is going to send a letter of thanks to Joan.  

Kelvin Watson closed the meeting at 8.06pm. 

Next Committee Meeting 3rd May 2018. 7pm at McDon-
alds on Main Street. 

Melissa Wills, Secretary. 
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If you would like to purchase any   item of  

Ulysses Gear, check out    

   the Gear on the  Ulysses NZ  website, 

www.ulysses.org.nz   

      Order direct from Debby at Na�onal  

Administra�on or locally,  

talk to Kelvin Watson. 

 

Our Branch needs a new Quatertermaster,                

Kelvin would be pleased to hear from anyone             

willing  to take on the role. (it does help raise                

a few dollars for our Branch) 

 

NEW: Lightweight Neckwarmers with Ulysses 

Logo—see Ulysses NZ Inc. website 

 

ULYSSES GEAR  

  

Full Mechanical Service! 

Looking a�er your                                    

motorcycling needs. 

Ulysses Members  
receive a 10% discount*on most Items.  

At Both Autocare & Motocare  
*some condi�ons apply* 

Wayne Brock 2929 (Owner).  
5 Freswick Street, Blenheim 7201  

Ph: 03 578 2542. Mobile: 021 370 745 
Email: autocare@brock.net.nz 

 

Bob and his Wife started dieting a week ago. Bob’s Wife proposed that they should have a cheat day today 

She brought home McDonalds and KFC wings. Bob brought home his Secretary! 

From his hospital bed Bob is wondering,  when  will Men ever begin to understand Women. 
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APRIL MID MONTH DINNER 
 

After the Rescue Ride on Saturday 28th April we invite you to the April mid-month dinner  
AND a presentation and display about the 2018 Island Classic at Phillip Island in Australia.  

 
There will be two Grand Prix motorcýcles on display along with the trophies won by                                           

Jock Woodley and Steve Brown. 
 

A slideshow of photos and some onboard videos will also be shown.                                                           
Come and meet the team at: 

 
The Woodbourne Tavern - back room. 

(78 High Street, RENWICK) 
 

Buffet meal at $25 a head 
 

Meal start 6.30 
 

Presentation start 7.45. 
 
 

Please RSVP to Tim Wills asap or by Wed 25th April. 
 

Phone; 579 2363 
Email; timwills1977@gmail.com 

 
Come on Folks—support this one, Jock’s going to a lot of effort and we really enjoyed our last meal here. 
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SUNDAY RIDES WITH TOM 
March 18th.  

A ride to Kekerengu. 
5 bikes to day Chris and Susan Donaldson this is the first time we have seen 
Susan out on a ride. And Wally, Wayne Tom and Gill who is still putting off 
that hedge cutting. 
A nice pleasant ride down the coast.There was a North Easter coming in off 
the sea it was very cold at Kekerengu. But we sat outside tucked in behind 
the hedge. 
After a very pleasant time it was home time with a stop at Ward for an ice 
cream for myself. 
Tom 5314. 
 
25th March.  

The ride was to Pelorus Bridge just 4 bikes at the station. 
So off we went and arriving at Pelorus we found a large number of bikes 
there. 
It appears that that group had left at 11 am intend of 11-30 am. And as they were most of the Thursday retards I 
could see why JG and Grant have trouble with them. 
But we thought it was 11am, did you read the newsletter no? just a blank stare. 
But we all had a very pleasant time with lots of micky taking and B/S. Then it was time to head for home. 
Tom 5314. 
 
April 1st  

The ride was to Jester’s House Tasman. 
We only had three of us so we decided to go to the Fosters Cafe Rai valley instead. 
Myself, Cherie and Gill had a nice gentle ride to the cafe. We spent two hours there, eating and chatting then it was 
time to head for home. 
Not a lot of traffic about, as you can see the ride can be modified on the day. 
Tom 5314. 
 
April 2nd.  

Easter Monday to Kekerengu. 
Just Gill,Stu and myself. Very heavy traffic until we got past Seddon. But it was great fun over taking all the cars and 
trucks. 
It’s a great ride to Kekerengu with a wide variation of hills and corners and after spending a pleasant time there, it 
was time to head for home. 
The ride home was a lot quieter traffic wise, it was a nice afternoon ride. 
Tom 5314. 
 
April 8th. 

Forester’s Cafe. Six bikes today and the ride down was great. 
This ride has some of the nicest scenery for any ride around Marlborough. 
At the cafe there was a table reserved for us, a roast dinner was the thing  
to have. We only spent short time there as some had to get back home. Under starters orders I think. I stopped at 
Havelock for a pure fruit ice cream. 
Tom 5314. 

15th April  
Ride to the caves cafe Kaikoura. 
With a promising sunny day on order 6 bikes headed out of the station. 
Riders where Tom,Paul,( Ralph and Kate from Picton,) Donald , Ian, 
Stu, and Chris who was a late starter joined us at the cafe. 
At Kekerengu the sun came out and with a Nor-easter the sea was 
huge. It was worth the trip down just to see the huge waves ( about 4 
metres high) smashing over the rocks. And the road is ok at least, the 
gravel section  at the seal colony was hard gravel. A bit of mud on the 
bikes, but we ride to the conditions. 
After a very pleasant time at the Caves we were ready to go. As we 
walked outside Canterbury Ulysses turned up,- 10 bikes in all. 
They had hoped to meet us for lunch but got held up on the way. 
The ride back was ok we expected a strong head wind but it had calmed 
down. After an ice cream stop at Ward it was time to head for home. 
A very nice ride with like minded riders. 
Tom 5314. 
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From the Friday meetings to the Sunday 

breakfast—the whole weekend was                

fantastic! 

The Otago Branch had outdone them-

selves, the food, the venue/s the music, 

and everything else in between,           

couldn’t fault it.  

THANK YOU Otago members! 

Also, the accommodation which Kelvin had 

booked for us all to stay in, fabulous— 

THANK YOU Kelvin.  

Kelvin has already mentioned the event in 

his report and words really can’t capture 

the feel of the weekend.                                      

So here are a few photo’s with captions, as 

the saying goes, what happens on tour, 

stays on tour—no tales from me this time! 

(sort of).  

 

 

NATIONAL RALLY 2018—Mosgiel 

Addressing the Haggis,                     

Friday evening 

Mu�on pie ea�ng compe��on, John 

and Tiny, Friday evening 

Thursday evening, Nellies Bar Friday evening Marlborough Rabble 

Saturday morning AGM 

Jane got a ‘gong’ 

Sat evening, Marlborough table Marlborough Sat evening 

And just what is Gisela up to 

(Above) that causes Kelvin 

to look like this (Below) 
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BOBS DROOPING DIGIT 
 

Now this is a true story about a bloke with a serious problem... 

See Bob leads the high life. He has a penchant for sitting in his favourite leather chair nursing a single malt that is 
older than him and eating top of the line canapés offered by his delightful wife Dale, who herself is a candidate for 
the master-chef master-classy school of cocktail nibbles. Nibbles made from things you only see on telly or                 
sometimes pass in an overpriced gourmet deli on a street you’re only on because you are lost. Food that is picked 
up between forefinger and thumb with an extended pinkie and balanced on a napkin. Such is the life of the retired 
accountant. 

But lo, poor Bob has been struck by an affliction the likes of which has the                  
potential to destroy the great regard in which he holds himself. See Bob’s pinkie 
lost its jole de vivre and no longer pointed west but instead drooped towards the 
Southern Ocean. No longer could he flare his pinkie. 

The Retreads offered the perfect solution – Viagra. (The Retreads know about 
such things). But it’s rumoured that instead of putting it under his pinkie nail as 
directed, Bob swallowed the lot and dear reader, the consequence of that particu-
lar decision can be best left to the reader’s imagination. 

So what happened next was Bob, with his image shattered, elected to have the 
troublesome digit straightened by a surgeon. Now dear reader, I can’t tell you how 
much coin changed hands but I understand that it was a significant sum.  

But to a man who has had his image so badly affected; the price to get his ego 
back was probably just moderate. And in any case Dale was sick of cleaning up 
uncontained canapés crumbs. 

The two photos show the problem and the outcome, but the thing is that Bob is 
right handed and as you can see; his right hand is a bit incapacitated. Bob has to 
use his left hand for such duties as working his mouse, buttoning his clothes,          
drinking his scotch, eating his canapés, and using his toilet paper. Now to a           
right-handed person, completing these tasks left handed is quite an inconvenience 
but the phone call I got to come and help him with the last of these duties did come 
as a very big surprise I have to say! Helpfully, I offered to assist with some 60 grit 
sand paper I have on hand but that particular offer was declined. 

 

So folks, if you feel the urge to help the poor sod, just mind how you go - and take gloves. But on the other hand if 
you are more inclined to take advantage of his  present situation then help yourself! 

JG #9272 

Email, 10.04.2018 
 
Hi Kelvin, hopefully u can open this. 
Cheryl and Em Roberts from Kapiti Ulysses were traveling around the South Island for 6 weeks. 
Cheryl,  Kapiti's Coordinator suggested they see if Marlborough Ulysses was at morning tea. Yahoo they were and 
welcomed us with open arms of friendship.  
 
 We had a lovely time catching up with what's        
happening in Blenheim. 
 Thanks Marlborough Ulysses for your welcome 
and making us feel so special. 
 I especially like Kelvin's way of calling Branch to 
order. Whistle around his neck.  
I hope we can repay the welcome one day. 
 
I encourage everyone traveling to contact the            
local Branch and see if they can meet up. 
It really made our day getting to know other             
Ulyssians.  
 
Kind regards to all 
Cheryl and Em. 

KAPITI visits MARLBOROUGH 
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BITS AND BOBS 
 

Branch Overnighter 

Saturday and Sunday, May 19th-20th.  
 

Overnighter to Reefton staying at Old Nurse’s Home. 
 

Members to book their own accommodation- phone  (03) 732 8881. 
 

There are 9 single rooms at $75, 7 queen rooms at $85, and 7 twin rooms at $85.                                              
If you would like  to share that’s only $42.50 each. 

 
We will eat out on Saturday night, but bring something for breakfast or have a cooked breakfast at                              

one of the cafes. 
 

Please let me know if you are coming on (O3) 579 3106 Tom. 
 

Meet at Brayshaw Park carpark on Saturday morning, ride leaves at 10 am. 

 

Join us  

 

For the MAY mid month dinner 

At the Grove Tavern,                                                                                   

77 Grove  Road, Blenheim. 

 

On Saturday 19 May 

At 6.30pm 

 

 

Please RSVP your intention to attend to; Tim Wills, on or before Friday 18 May.  

Phone; 5792363 

 

SEE YOU THERE! 

INTERISLANDER DISCOUNT FOR ULYSSIANS 

 

Information is on the National website—click on 

‘About the Club’ and then on ‘Discounts’ 

 

WHEN BOOKING: Insert the promo code—XULY1  

on the ‘payment details’ page 

 

Please remember you must show your Ulysses 

membership card to get your boarding pass or the 

discount will not apply. 

 

It’s Hip to be Disgraceful! 

At our Mid Year Dinner on 23 June, service badges                
and Trophies will be presented. 

Kelvin is on the lookout for a suitable recipient for                
the ‘Hip to be Disgraceful’ trophy. 

If you know of a member who has been particularly              
disgraceful in the past 12 months, please send your            

tale to Kelvin.  

We want to make sure the trophy is presented to                    
just the right person! 
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RETREADS REPORT 
22nd March 2018 – The Vines Village Café – Rapaura Road. 

Well, well, well I can report that normal transmission has been restored with the return of JG to organise today’s      
outing. If you read this week’s “The week and beyond” email you would have                

noticed that JG indirectly acknowledged the onslaught of dementia by implying                
he was too busy to ring the Vines to check they would be able to cater for us today.  
As a result we were forced to wait for JG to get his act together and sort things out, 

as far as our destination was concerned, until a couple of hours or so before             
departure time. I can also confirm that I received an email from JG last Friday             
concerning an observation I made in last week’s report regarding how tranquil                  
and well organised that ride was without JG present. His response went along                  

the lines of “I hope your armpits are infested with the fleas of 1000 camels”. As I                 
said above, propriety is restored! 

Being such a crap day weather wise it was a no brainer to go by tin top today.                
The only problem with that was the fact that “She Indoors” had read JG’s email in 

which he had suggested it would be a good opportunity for wives to attend as well. 
Needless to say the thought of scoring a free lunch on me as well as watching me 
squirm over having to part out with more dollars than I had intended was too good              

an opportunity for her to miss. By gum JG you have a bit to answer for! 

Upon arrival we placed our orders and joined our group around tables specifically 
reserved for us. Those present today included Murray Brooks, Jeff Eales, Ray Beard, 
Danny McGowan, Tom Brown, Ali and Lynne Windleburn, Lindsay Learmonth, Peter 
Nelson, Bryan and Louise Pearce, JG, my wife Dale and me. All up 14 of us which was not a bad turn out given the 

state of the weather. 

During the course of conversation it transpired the Peter  
Nelson, JG and I had all married Nurses and somehow the 
topic of “sympathy” came up in the conversation. Dale was 

pretty quick off the mark by stating that Nurses are generally 
not as sympathetic as they appear to be while on duty and 
guess what folks, Peter, JG and myself had no hesitation in 

agreeing with her whole heartedly! 

The food on offer today was pretty good and reasonably  
well priced and it was a great way to while away a good hour 

and a half or so. With no let-up in the weather we all             
decided to call it quits around 1 30pm and head off home        

to conclude another pleasant Retreads outing. 

 

Bob #8033 

BELOW: JGs Gourmet arse 

reduction repast 

Catholic Shampoo 
 

Two nuns were shopping at a supermarket. As they passed by the beer 
cooler, one nun said to the other, “Wouldn't a nice cool beer or two taste 

wonderful on a hot summer evening?" 
  

The second nun answered, “Indeed it would, sister, but I would not           
feel comfortable buying beer since I am certain it would cause a scene      

at the checkout stand." 
  

“I can handle that without a problem," the other nun replied, and she 
picked up a six-pack and headed for the check-out. 

  
The cashier had a surprised look on his face when the two nuns                       

arrived with a six-pack of beer. 
 

"We use beer for washing our hair," the nun said. "At our convent                         
we call it Catholic shampoo." 

  
Without blinking an eye, the cashier reached under the counter, pulled               

out a package of pretzel sticks and placed them in the bag with the beer. 
  

He then looked the nun straight in the eye, smiled, and said,                                
“The curlers are on the house.” 
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RETREADS Report 
Retreads 28.03.18 

The weather Gods correctly predicted another fine windless day and our 
Merry Mob capitalised on that by heading down the Sounds. The venue 
for our picnic lunch was Double Bay Reserve. It comes complete with 
toilet, tables and seating, helipad and defribulator. So given the attend-
ance of our very own Doc, what could possibly go wrong? To find the 
place and get everyone there we used the Cornerman system which is 
proving popular as it tends to keep everyone together. This almost 
worked well until Derrick and Jeff tried to overtake the leader then Peter 
Beckett rode past the last Cornerman (me) and promptly explored the 
length of Moetapa Road twice – finding the munching group 20 minutes 
later on his way back. 
 
Today our Merry Mob included Andy Noble, Graham Check, John Had-
field, Peter Beckett, Grant & Lis Johnston, Derrick Stripling, Peter Nel-
son, Jeff Eales and me. Noticeable for his absence was Bob McCrindle 
who last week made rude remarks about my ample posterior. Funnily 
enough, since he wrote that report I’ve lost 5kg due to an illness so Bob, 
next time you see me, there will be less JG posterior upon which you 
obviously fixate. Your predilection to commenting on other blokes’ bums 
is something for which you might like to seek some professional help! By 
the way Bob was fulfilling another Club function today, hence his ab-
sence. 

John Hadfield reported on his recent cruise with the Princess Line where 
he and Heather came to the conclusion that one Asian city is just like 
another. With 3000 passengers on board and permission to smoke         
indoors, after three weeks John was really enjoying the fresh air of           
Mahau Sound. 

As usual, lunchtime saw most of the world’s wrongs put to right. It beats 
me why we elect successive Goverments that don’t have the wisdom 
and foresight of our group! They only need to ask. 

Most of the group completed the loop by riding to Picton where coffees 
were taken. It was another great day out. 

Get on with riding or get on with dying. 

JG # 9272 

 

ABOVE; Sawbones showing that he           

actually can eat healthy once in a while. 

 

BELOW;  The reason why some are 

standing is that the seated group gave 

an excellent demonstration of why             

you don’t all sit on one side of these 

types of table. 

 
IRISH COMPASSION 

 

A man was sitting on a blanket at the beach. He had no 

arms and no legs. 

Three women, from England, Scotland and Ireland, were 

walking past and felt sorry for the poor man. 

The English woman said 'Have you ever had a hug?'          

The man said 'No' so she gave him a hug and walked on. 

The Scottish woman said, 'Have you ever had a kiss?' 

The man said, 'No,' so  she gave him a kiss and walked 

on. 

The Irish woman came to him and said, 'ave ya ever  

been fooked lad?' 

The man broke into a big smile and said, “No.” 

She said, 'Aye - Ya will be when the tide comes in.'  

 

John Sinclair 
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RETREADS REPORT 
 

5th April 2018 – Trout Hotel, Canvastown. 

Woke up to an overcast day as predicted by the forecasters and as 11am approached the sky started to darken up a 
bit, especially over the hills heading west towards Nelson, which was the general direction we were heading for to-
day’s ride. Begrudgingly I have to admit the one redeeming feature JG has is his ability to correctly predict the 
weather and today turned out exactly as he had promised, that we would be greeted with clear blue skies and sun at 
our destination.  

Before proceeding further I would like to apologise in advance for boring you all with the following but as a matter of 
honour I feel I have to publically defend my integrity in light of some comments made in last week’s report regarding 
my sexuality. In that report JG insinuated I had a predilection to comment on other blokes bums and therefore I 
should seek appropriate professional help. Furthermore he stated that I had made those comments in the previous 
week’s report. No matter how many times I read my report dated 22/3/18 I can find no such comments! I do admit 
that in my email to Jane Laing & cc’d to JG, in which the said report was attached, I did refer to JG’s ample posterior 
on two occasions. In the first instance I stated “Today’s trip report attached as well as a couple of photos I took as 
the guy who should have taken them couldn’t get off his ample posterior to do so, eh JG!” Further on I stated “the 
second photo is of JG’s meal today. If you study it carefully it is a fairly healthy meal as it contains a modicum of 
green vegetation so he is obviously trying to reduce the size of his ample posterior!” JG if you honestly believe the 
only way to construe those comments is that I have a “predilection to men’s bums” then I think it is you who needs 
counselling to rid yourself of those bats floating around inside your belfry. I rest my case!!! 

Arrived at Brayshaw Park just in time for JG’s briefing and was somewhat surprised by the numbers present. All up 
there were 20 of us - namely Jeff Eales, Tom Brown, Lou Jowers, Brian and Louise Pearce, Bruce Windleburn, Lind-
say Learmonth, Graham Check, John Hadfield, Terry Molony, Allan and Kay Graham, Grant Johnston, Lionel Gra-
ham, Evan Teale, Peter Nelson, Ray Beard, Barry Hope, JG and me. Lou led us out and the entire ride was most 
enjoyable with no hold ups or slow vehicles to hinder us. And the day improved dramatically as we progressed to-
wards our destination. 

Upon arrival we placed our orders, found a place to sit either inside the Pub or outside, and relaxed awaiting the arri-
val of our orders. I can’t fathom why everyone present today seemed to be rather circumspect during the hour and a 
half or so we spent at the Pub. Maybe it was something in the Wakamarina water we drank as there was none of the 
raucous behaviour we normally experience each week. Another possible explanation might be the fact that Saw-
bones decided to sit outside leaving the majority of us to enjoy peace and quiet inside! I opted to have a mixed grill 
for lunch which was very tasty and enjoyable and I certainly didn’t hear any complaints about the meals consumed 
by the rest of our group. One innovation the Pub has made is that they no longer serve coffee or tea. You pay for a 
hot drink at the Pub but get a chit to take next door where a local has set up a mobile café. Upon presentation of 
your chit he will make you a drink of your choice and the general consensus was he made a bloody good cuppa! 

All too soon it was time to head for home or extend the ride further as some opted to do, to bring the curtain down on 
yet another great day out on the bike with a bunch of like-minded souls. 

Bob #8033. 

 



 

15 

RETREADS REPORT 
 

12th April 2018 – Cosy Corner, Seddon. 

JG’s weather prediction for today’s ride was spot on yet again.  There would be a respite from the southerly we had 
been experiencing and any rain likely to get to our area today would probably hold off until we had returned home. 
Begrudgingly I have to acknowledge that JG’s one and only redeeming attribute is his ability to interpret reasonably 
well the weather forecasts Met Service issue. Furthermore he actually exercised his brain for a change and hedged 
his bets by opting for a short ride to a Café capable of housing us all under one roof, and whose speciality is dishing 
up large plates of good old fashioned kiwi kai. 

Arrived at Brayshaw Park to join today’s merry mob which included Bruce Morton, Don Best, Bruce Windleburn, Ter-
ry Molony, Kelvin Watson, John Hadfield, Danny McGowan, Brian and Louise Pearce, Lindsay Learmonth, Dave 
Jackson, Allan Graham, Murray Brooks, Evan Teale, Jeff and Wendy Champion, JG and me. 18.  Not bad given the 
state of the weather. 

Joining us today was a new member to our Club – 
Bruce Morton. Bruce was originally from Timaru               
but moved to Havelock North in Hawkes Bay before 
relocating to Blenheim just under a year ago. Bruce is 
a Ulysses member and rides a Suzuki DL1000.         
During the course of our conversation I mentioned the 
fact that I spent most of my working life in Hunterville 
which rang a bell with him as a near neighbour of his 
in Havelock North also came from Hunterville.             
It turned out that Dale and I also know her. It can be a 
small world at times. Welcome Bruce and I hope the 
antics of some of our unruly crew didn’t put you off too 
much today and look forward to you joining us on a 
regular basis. 

Dave Jackson detoured to the venue via Redwood 
Pass and reported no traffic whatsoever. 

Kelvin Watson took the prize today for the largest meal (Ballocks – see photo of Bob’s meal  below– JG) which           
consisted of two large paninis and what was supposed to be half a scoop of chips 
which not only covered the rest of his plate but also the paninis as well! Needless 
to say he struggled to eat it all and actually left some on his plate or so he led us to 
believe. After reading the blackboard menu and eyeing up the offerings in the heat-
ed counter cabinets I opted to have the sausage, egg, chips and salad plate as 
that appeared to be the healthiest on offer due to the fact it actually contained 
some greenery! When it arrived I was somewhat gob-smacked as there were not 
one but two very large sausages and fried eggs as well as a pretty good offering of 
chips. As soon as it was put in front of me all hell broke loose from the assembled 
masses ably led by JG who couldn’t get his bloody camera out fast enough. Fur-
thermore Murray Brooks came up behind me and after a real struggle managed to 
get my arms away from my plate which I was trying desperately to hide from the 
camera. I managed to get the last laugh however as I managed to offload some of 
my excess chips onto Kelvin’s plate when he wasn’t looking!  

With the uncertainty of the weather we all opted to call it quits and head for home around 1pm to bring the curtain 
down on a fairly brief but very enjoyable outing on the bike. 

Bob #8033 

P.S Poor old Bob has to go and have his little finger straightened tomorrow. I told him to rub it with Viagra but no, 
he’s busting his gut to get amongst the nurses. We do wish him all the best for a speedy recovery. Well most of us 
do! JG. 

God may have  

created man before he created woman, but there is 

always a rough dra� before the masterpiece! 
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RETREADS REPORT 
Retreads Report 19.04.18 

 
Today dawned cloudy and cool but with a promise of fine weather. With Bob being AWOL, Graham Check offered 

his services as Tail End Charlie and John Hadfield was appointed ride leader. John did OK and actually led the ride 
to The Brick Oven which is what we planned so he was awarded a few points for getting that right. 

 
Our Merry Mob included Graham Check, John Hadfield, Brian Pearce, Derrick Stripling, Bruce Morton,                           

Grant Johnston, Peter Beckett, Kelvin & Julia Watson, Graham Howarth, Peter Nelson, Ray Beard,                               
Allan Graham, Dave Jackson, Jeff Champion and me.  

 
With Bob away I moved around the tables and gathered as much 

scuttle butt as possible. Some of it follows: 
 

Julia reckons Ulysses is not PC so if anyone doesn’t like the 
banter we hand out and publish,                                       

they should join the Boys Brigade – even if they’re female. 
DOC says the following words are key to a successful sex life. 

Yes Dear, I was wrong. I’ll try and do better”. 
 

The Poms didn’t invent and build the computer because they 
couldn’t find where to put the oil leak. 

 
Why do BMWs break down and cost so much to fix? Ray 

complained a couple of weeks ago that his alternator had 
stopped charging. I jokingly said it probably had a broken 
fan belt but the joke turned out to be on me as his model 

does indeed have a belt driven alternator. Ray fixed it him-
self and rode it today. 

 
The six Retreads responsible for the following comments today shall necessarily remain nameless: 

“My wrist is so weak I can hardly hold onto this coffee cup.” 
“Yes I know. My cataracts are so bad I can’t see to pour my tea.” 

“I can’t turn my head because of the arthritis in my neck.” 
“My blood pressure pills make be dizzy and I’m scared of fainting.” 

“I guess that’s the price we pay for getting old.” 
“Well it’s not all bad. We should be grateful we can still ride!” 

 
Could The Retreads use a motto. Perhaps  Get on with riding or get on with dying. 

 
It was a great day out. Whilst some went to Picton after lunch, Peter N, Allan G and I returned via Nelson and              

Tophouse. Nelson was suffering from wall to wall traffic and almost gridlock; shades of Auckland. My Spot tracker 
shows it took exactly 30 minutes from Wakapuaka to Stoke!                                                                    

But we had a magic run after that and as we passed Wairau Valley township I noticed Peter’s speed increased                
and continued to increase all the way to Blenheim. I suspect he was anticipating a domestic crisis of the bowel,                   

an affliction for which he is well known! 
 

With Evan absent today, huge ice creams were off the menu but hear this. Dave Jackson bought a                               
kiddies ice cream and proudly showed me its healthy size – just one scoop. What else can you do?                                

I bought one too but mine came with two scoops and I was charged just one dollar!!                                           
Obesity is so affordable at The Brick Oven. 

 
Cheers JG # 9272 

ABOVE: Some of the bikes at the Rai.                       

Note the skid mark of a Harley that was trying  

to take out JG 

BRANCH MID-YEAR DINNER 
 

Will be on Saturday 23 June at the Taylor Room in the Clubs of Marlborough, 6pm 
 

The cost of the Buffet meal will be subsidised out of Branch funds 
Tickets will be $30 for members and $40 for non-members. 

 
Please bring a non-perishable food item for the Grocery Hamper Raffle. 

                                                                                                                    
Service Badges and Trophies will be presented and people will be fined by the Sheriff's second in command—Jane Laing,                 

(please do dish the dirt on everyone else to Jane before the day, it’s high time we had a round up!). 
 

Committee members will be selling the tickets to you as from early May. 
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OK, so those who know me well, know that I make it my business to know what’s going on and my family know it’s 
pretty hard to keep a secret around me. I have this sixth sense that just lets me know when something is going on. 

Heading off to the National AGM in March this year, little did I know that I had missed out on one of the biggest             
secrets. How I missed it, I just don’t know, my sixth sense really let me down. But I do know, there’s a bunch of the 

biggest sneaks you’ve ever met in our Branch and they’re really good at it!! 

Nominations had to be in by the end of last year—and they’ve been sitting on this since then! 

Even at the Coordinators meeting where Odyssey Medal nominations are discussed and voted on, I didn’t twig. 
When Mike asked me and Stuart to leave the room  ‘to help’ the scrutineers tally up the votes, I didn’t twig.  

I am gobsmacked, slightly embarrassed, humbled and hugely 
honoured to have been nominated by our Coordinator to           

receive an Odyssey medal for meritorious service to our Club.                          
I had no idea! Thank you. 

On receiving this award I am humbled to join an amazing  
group of people in our Branch who have also been honoured 
with an Odyssey award. It is these people, Murray Brooks,          

Kelvin Watson, Don Best and others like them, who are                     
my inspiration. Over the years they have all played (and          

continue to play) a huge role in making our Branch of Ulysses 
Club of NZ Inc. the success it is today.                                                                          

Long may it continue. 
 

Written below is part of the nomination that Kelvin presented to 
the Coordinators  at the March 2018 meeting. 

Jane #6361 
 
 

 

 

“Jane joined the Ulysses club in 2005. Her husband John had been a member since 2001 and she had enjoyed          
the friendship and social activities so much, she wanted to be fully involved as well. 

 
In 2006 Jane undertook to produce the Marlborough branch monthly newsletter and apart from a short break            

she continues to publish this amazing magazine to this day, anyone that is familiar with the newsletter will               
understand the time and dedication it takes every month. 

 
In 2007 Jane joined the local Committee and at the Branch AGM in 2009 Jane    
put her nomination forward to be Branch Coordinator, a position she held until 

2011 AGM. During her term the Ulysses toy run was instigated                              
and continues each year supporting the Salvation Army Christmas toy appeal.       

It was a very successful time for our Branch with a busy Committee, many             
activities and a growing membership. Jane is still a member of the                         

Marlborough Committee, supporting the local executive and helping out with          
fund raising charity rides, sausage sizzles, selling raffles and supporting           

Ulysses activities wherever she can. 
 

In 2016 Jane was approached to put her name forward as a nominee for the          
National Committee and at the 2017 National AGM in Masterton she was              

elected to the National Committee where she has taken on the role of                       
National Quartermaster. 

 
Jane’s not riding now but still attends all other Ulysses events. She sometimes 

attends the Thursday rides in her car and enjoys Saturday coffee mornings               
often handing out the finished newsletter to the members. 

 
Jane’s commitment to the Ulysses Club at Branch and now National level is 100% 

and there is no one that I can think of that deserves this recognition more.” 

ODYESSY MEDALS 

ABOVE: Marlborough Odyssey Medal Holders, 

Murray Brooks, Kelvin Watson and Don Best 

BELOW: Jane Laing received an 

Odyssey medal at the 2018 

National AGM.   
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Pam Neal!, Crazy? Maybe? 

 

On Saturday the 19th May 2018, 250 Scooterists will attempt to conquer the Southern Alps, riding 250 gruel-
ling kilometres from Christchurch to Hokitika, raising funds for the New Zealand Cancer Society. This ride is 
not for the faint hearted, it is designed to be the coldest, longest, hardest, most gruelling and uncomfortable 
test of endurance on a city scooter. 

The Cancer society is not funded by the Government, and relies solely on the goodwill and generosity of 
New Zealanders like us. 

Pam, has taken up this challenge to ride a step thru scooter from Christchurch to Hokitika. To be able to en-
ter this challenge, we must guarantee to raise $500.00 each. I am asking for support to raise at least $500 for 
the NZ Cancer Society to assist with vital research, treatment of all types of cancers, along with support and 
information for their families. 

Come aboard and help us make a difference. 

To make a donation to support Pam, go to www.scootersafari.co.nz click on DONATE. Click on search a 
friend: Pam Neal. Click on P.N. 

Then click on Donate, follow instructions. (Cash Donations are accepted)  

Please feel free to follow my progress on line. 

Your donation is greatly appreciated. Many, many thanks 

 
Last year I replaced all the windows in my  
house with those expensive, double-pane,  

energy-efficient kind.  
 

Today, I got a call from the contractor who  
installed them.     

He complained that the work had been completed a 
year ago and I still hadn't paid for them.  

 
Helloooo,............ just because I'm blonde doesn't 

mean that I am stupid.   
 

So, I told him just what his fast-talking sales  
guy told me last year... that these  

windows would pay for themselves in a year.   
Hellooooo?   

It's been a year, so they're paid for, I told him.    
 

There was silence at the other end of the line, so I  
finally hung up.  He never called back.  

 
 I bet he felt like an idiot. 

 In case you needed further proof that the              
human race is doomed through stupidity, 
here are some actual label instructions on                  

consumer goods. 
 

 On a Pifco hairdryer -- "Do not use while sleeping." (That's 
the only time I have to work on my  hair.) 

 
On a bag of Doritos -- "You could be a winner!  No pur-

chase necessary.  Details inside. (the shoplifter special?) 
 

 On a bar of Dial soap -- "Directions: Use like regular soap." 
 (and that would  be???....) 

 
 On some Swanson frozen dinners -- "Serving suggestion: 

Defrost." (but,  it's just a  suggestion.) 

 
 On  packaging for a Rowenta iron -- "Do not iron clothes 
on body." (but wouldn't this save  me time?) 
 
On Nytol Sleep Aid -- "Warning: May cause drowsiness”.
(.I'm taking this  because???.....) 
 
On  most brands of Christmas lights -- "For indoor or out-
door use only." (as opposed to  what?) 
 
 On  a Japanese food processor -- "Not to be used for the 
other use."   (now, somebody out there, help me on 
this.  I'm a bit  curious.) 
 
 On  an American Airlines packet of nuts -- "Instructions: 
Open packet, eat nuts."   (Step 3: say what?) 
 
 On  a child's Superman costume -- "Wearing of this gar-
ment does not enable you to fly." (I don't blame 
the company. I blame the parents for this one.) 

 
 On a Swedish chainsaw -- "Do not attempt to stop chain 
with your hands or genitals." (Oh my God..was there a  lot 
of this happening somewhere?)  

CAPTION THIS!! 
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DATE DAY TIME DETAILS RIC 

Every week Thursdays 11am Thursday Group rides . Meet at Brayshaw Park carpark, all members 

and visitors Welcome 

Grant Johnson           

John Sinclair 

28 April Saturday 11am Branch Rescue Ride, meet at Havelock Marina, 11am. Bring all your 

riding buddies to this one! 

Kelvin Watson 

28 April Saturday 6.30pm Midmonth dinner, Woodbourne Tavern, RSVP to Tim Wills Jock Woodley 

29 April Sunday 11.30am Social ride to Pelorous Bridge for lunch. Need a RIC for this one RIC needed 

3 May Thursday 7pm Commi�ee mee�ng at McDonalds on Main Street, all welcome. Kelvin Watson 

6 May Sunday 10.30am A great li�le ride down to Clinker café at St Arnaud for lunch Tom Brown 

13 May Sunday 10.30am Come for a scratch over the hill to Riverside Café in Nelson Tom Brown 

19 May Saturday 6.30pm Midmonth dinner, Grove Tavern—RSVP to Tim Wills Tim Wills 

19-20 May Weekend 10am Overnighter to Ree�on, NB; ride leaves from Brayshaw Park, 10am. 

See no�ce on page 11. RSVP to Tom Brown 

Tom Brown 

20 May Sunday 11am Ride down to Kekerengu for lunch, back to Ward for an ice cream. RIC needed 

27 May Sunday 11am Join a ride over the hill to Happy Valley Café at Hira for lunch Tom Brown 

MARLBOROUGH RIDES & EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY RIDES;  Unless otherwise stated, all Sunday Rides leave from the south end 
of Blenheim Railway Station car-park—check the rides calendar. 

MID WEEK RIDES; Thursdays, depart Brayshaw Park car-park 11am—check with 
John or Grant if in doubt. 

Come on your bike or in your car, it doesn’t matter, just come along and join in.  

If you have an idea for a ride, get in touch with the Rides Coordinators 

LOOKING ON DOWN THE ROAD... 

FURTHER ON DOWN THE ROAD... 

 

1-4 June;  (Queens Birthday weekend) Brass Monkey Rally at Oturehura, are you mad enough? Talk to John 

Laing about how to register. 

23 June; SAVE THE DATE, Branch Mid Year Dinner at the Taylor Room in the Clubs of Marlborough. Tickets; $30 

for members and $40 for non-members, cost subsidised out of Branch funds.  

Ticket numbers limited to 80. Tickets will be available from Committee members 

from early May. Bring a non perishable food item for the Grocery Hamper Raffle. 

29—31  March 2019; National Rally and AGM, Hastings—check your next                 

Ulyssian magazine for registration details and talk to Kelvin about accommodation. 

13—15 March 2020; National Rally and AGM, Marlborough—plans are underway! 

NB; 2018 South Island Remembrance Service at Hanmer Springs—hold off 

booking  accommodation, changes are in the wind, waiting for confirmation from 

Canterbury Branch. 



 

20 

Our newsletter is proudly sponsored by….. 

SENDER; Ulysses Club of New Zealand Inc, MARLBOROUGH Branch. 
If undelivered please return to The Secretary, 94 Howick Road Blenheim 7201 

 
OUR BRANCH WEB-SITE 

 
For Branch info, rides and events, photo’s etc 

Check out our very own web-site at 

www.ulysses.org.nz/marlborough 

Remember to contact  webmaster Bob Marks and tell him 

what you think of the great job he does  

Ph; 03 574 1177 

Email; marksy@ihug.co.nz 


