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               Ulysses Members  

Trades Directory 

You can advertise your business in this  publication for $75 per year                                                        
(12 Adverts -  Business Card Size) 

Contact: Jane; Ph. 577 6663 for further information 

Would your business card      

fit here? 

 

 

Only $75 per annum 

 

Contact the Editor today! 
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I’m writing this months report because Kelvin and Julia are enjoying a Northern Summer 
in Canada. 
 
First off, I would like to thank the 10 members who responded and brought their bikes 
along to display at the Mitre 10 Dads, Lads and Lasses evening, it was a good evening 
and we really enjoyed it, with Paul Knight winning a competition and taking home an  
electric lawn mower. Good to have the support when the call goes out, thanks everyone. 
 
I see the reports from Tom that there’s been several good turn outs on the Sunday rides 
and Thursday’s rides always look well supported and fun. One day I’ll retire and be able 
to join in, - on both days! 
 
Last month I had a rare day off so I joined the charity ride to Nelson organised by Mike & Samantha at Beatnik & Co., 
raising money for the Prostate Cancer Foundation. There were about 30 bikes left Blenheim, picked up a few more 
on the way and quite a few Ulysses members, it was a great ride with the road in good condition considering it’s still 
winter. They raised quite a lot of money too. 
 
Well, September is Spring, the weather should be improving, temperatures warming up, so it’s time to be sure your 
bike is serviced, tyres in good nick and your riding gear is ready for the season ahead. Our area is a brilliant place to 
be a motorcyclist with a long riding season it’s usually dry and the roads are good. 
 
Coming up on 15 September is the Harriers Queen Charlotte Relay where our Branch has again been asked to               
provide marshals. This is a fun afternoon, mostly social, we need 8 to 10 people to volunteer. It mostly  involves          
directing traffic at the transition points then an afternoon tea shout at the Captains Daughter cafe. The Harriers club 
give the Branch a donation for helping them so it’s good arrangement all round, if you can lend a hand give John  
Sinclair a ring and put your name down. John will pass your names on to Kelvin when he gets home. 
 
Next Club night is on 2 September, Fathers Day, dinner at Dodsons. Bring your Dad, Mum, Partner, Lover, Children, 
etc and join us. Remember to RSVP to Tim Wills before the day if you intend to be there, Club night is always a good 
night out and no-one has to cook. 
 
In Kelvins absence, Jane and I attended the South Island Remembrance Service in Christchurch on 4 August. It is a 
new venue and it was great. As always, it’s a very moving affair. Unfortunately I had a slight accident the night            
before and had spent half the night at the medical centre getting xrayed and my arm stitched up, so we were both too 
tired to stay for the dinner, but Thanks must go to the Canterbury Branch for organising this event, well done guys 
and girls. Also thanks to Evan and Margaret Teale and Harry Harrington for also making the effort to be there from 
Marlborough. It would have been good to see a few more of you., maybe next year eh? 
 
 23 September is our Branch Memorial Gathering, meet at our Rock cnr Hutchison and John Streets at 2.30pm. Bikes 
can be parked in the Blenheim School grounds or in the parking building across the road. Will we see you there? 
 
Stay upright and keep smiling.  
John Laing #5083 
Vice Coordinator 

Vice Coordinators  word... 

DISCLAIMER;  While contributions and adverts are welcome, no responsibility can be accepted regarding claims or statements made by             

members or advertisers in respect of  products or services offered.  The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor 
or of the Committee, but are those of the writer/s.  The Editor reserves the right to edit, abridge or decline some contributions. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!….  September 2016 

 

 

 

Murray Brooks                                                      

Noel Duff    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Malcolm Honour                                  

Peter Nelson                                                           

Stuart Paul    

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                         

John Welch                                                    

Tony Williams 
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Remember…. The DEADLINE  
for the next newsletter is   20th September 

MINUTES of the last Committee meeting... 

Marlborough Branch Committee Meeting 
 2nd August 2018 
McDonalds. Main Street, Blenheim 
 
Meeting started: 7pm 
Attendees: Melissa Wills, Jane Laing, John Laing, John 
Sinclair, Tim Wills, Tom Brown,  
 
Apologies: Kelvin Watson, Bob McCrindle, Jock Wood-
ley 
Visitors: Colin Simpson, Don Best. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting: True and Accurate, Jane 
Laing/John Sinclair 
 
Matters arising: Jock did a great job visiting all of our 
advertisers for the newsletter, we have a new advertiser; 
Morgan Plumbing. Jane has sent the invoices out to the 
advertisers. Lads and Lasses night there were 10 bikes in 
the show from the Ulysses club; John said we should 
take a Ulysses flag next year. 
 
Inwards Correspondence: Westland Sec. Hari Hari Ral-
ly, July Meeting Minutes, Account from Kelvin, Email – 
Les McKay Harriers QC Relay.  
Account for engraving to be paid when Kelvin returns 
from holiday. 
 
Outwards Correspondence: Advertising invoices to Au-
tocare, Marl M/cycles, John Laing, Morgan Plumbing and 
Vines village café.  Tom Brown/Tim Wills. 
 
Treasurers Report & Accounts for Payment. 
Account from Kelvin for engraving. No accounts this 
month for payment. Account Balances. 
 
General Business: 
Harriers Queen Charlotte Relay-Marshall’s, 15 Sep-
tember (John Laing for Kelvin). John read email, 8-10 
people needed. If you can be a Rally Marshall Let John 
Sinclair know and he will pass your name onto Kelvin. 
Don Best will be one. 

 
Club Night (Tim Wills)-September 2nd Fathers Day 
6.30pm. Dodson’s Restaurant, Let Tim/Melissa know if 
you want to come along ph 5792363. 
 
2020 National Rally Report/Update (Jane Laing) Meet-
ing has been held, Caterer booked for Sat night/Sun 
breakfast, need to book a band. 
 
Memorial Gathering- update next meeting (Murray 
Brooks) 
 
Mitre 10 Mega Bike display report- (John Laing)-Great 
night had by all, good turnout of bikes (10) from the club, 
great food/drink. Paul Knight won the Lawnmower, some-
one won boots also. 
 
Prostate Cancer- time to organise a national fundraiser 
(Jane)- Beatnik organised the Sunday ride. Jane and Tim 
said it would be good to organise a ride. John said get 
Placemakers on board, Tom Brown will go and see them. 
 
Taranaki Rally- Don Best said a few people are register-
ing for this rally. Don asked if the Westport toy run still on 
need to confirm date in December. 
 
Mileage Trophy-John Sinclair said 15-18 people from 
the club have signed up for the mileage trophy, one tro-
phy also for the least amount of kms. 
 
John Sinclair asked if everyone was happy with the job 
he is doing as Communications person,  John is doing a 
great job. 
John also asked what the procedure was when a new 
member joined as Bob Moss had not been  receiving the 
Club emails.  
 
Meeting Closed: 7.45pm 
Our next meeting 6th September , 7pm at McDonalds on 
Main Street, Blenheim. 
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If you would like to purchase any   item of  

Ulysses Gear, check out    

   the Gear on the  Ulysses NZ  website, 

www.ulysses.org.nz   

      and make a note of what you want.   

Then get in touch with Branch Coordinator Kelvin 

OR Na�onal Admin—Debby, to place your order. 

 

 

New lightweight neckwarmer, 

just in �me for summer 

$15 

Order direct from Debby at      

Na�onal administra�on.       

(contact listed in Ulyssian magazine) 

ULYSSES GEAR  

  

Full Mechanical Service! 

Looking a�er your                                    

motorcycling needs. 

Ulysses Members  
receive a 10% discount*on most Items.  

At Both Autocare & Motocare  
*some condi�ons apply* 

Wayne Brock 2929 (Owner).  
5 Freswick Street, Blenheim 7201  

Ph: 03 578 2542. Mobile: 021 370 745 
Email: autocare@brock.net.nz 

 
In conversation with a local rider recently, we were discussing the merits of wearing a Hi Vis vest when riding,                

he said -”I wouldn’t be seen dead wearing one of those”!! 

 

“No”, we said, “you probably wouldn’t’. 
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MITRE 10 Dads Lads and Lasses. 26 July 2018 

                                                                                                                
When the call went out for some bikes to 
display we though we might get 4 or 5,       
if we were lucky. Imagine our delight         

to get 10!                                                   
Thank you to everyone who took the time 

to bring your bike along  for display.           
It was a very successful evening and Mitre 

10 were very grateful for our support.  

Thanks to; Tom Brown, Keith Black,                  
Graeme Howarth, John Neal,                             

Ali Windleburn, Tim Wills, Jock Woodley, 
Paul Knight, Don Best and John Laing. 

 It was an Impressive display, good variety 
of shiny bikes and plenty of bling!  

Paul and partner Rachel won a lawn mower 
and some boots? Well done !! 
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CLUB NIGHT 

Prostate Cancer Foundation Charity ride. 
 

Sunday 29 July meeting at 10.00am organised by Mike and Sam  
of Beatnik & co.  

I had a day off and the forecast was good, who could resist a ride to       
Nelson to support research into this disease that affects so many men 

and so many of our members. 
 

We were a group of about 30 bikes of all styles from large cruisers to 
learner riders on LAMS bikes and several riders with pillions.  

It was great to see so many Ulyssians among the riders.   
As we set out from Beatnik premises in Main Street, I was riding at the 
rear and could see the line of bikes stretched out ahead, - it’s a great 
view. We made steady progress towards Pelorus Bridge for a stop to  

regroup, coffee for those that needed it and also meet the Nelson      
members of the IAM motorcycle section who had ridden over to meet us. 
So there was now a group of 45 odd bikes heading to Nelson for lunch. 

 
The road was in good condition although care was needed on the            
Nelson side of the Whangamoa hill as there had been rain early               

morning and the corners were still damp. 
 

The lunch stop was at Burger Culture in Trafalgar street, they  
specialise in gourmet burgers that were delicious, the service was  

great especially since it was a large group to serve. This would be a  
great destination for a future Sunday ride to Nelson I think.  

Motorcycle parking had been arranged at a paved area next to the  
restaurant so it was great organisation by Beatnik & Co.  

 
As people finished their food and hung out and chatted to together,  
smaller groups started gathering and leaving for home, l waited for  

the last group to gather and we headed off for home. Again it was an  
uneventful ride but care was needed on the damp corners.  

Arriving back in Blenheim about 4.00pm, we met up at the 5Tapped bar 
and cafe for refreshments, - they had opened especially for this event 

and this is another place that is worth return visit. 
 

This was a great day out and it is all for a worthy cause was well  
organised and supported especially by members of Marlborough  

Ulysses. I would like to thank Mike and Samantha from Beatnik & Co            
for putting it all together. 

 
Cheers John #5083. 

PROSTATE CANCER FUNDRAINING RIDE 

 

FATHERS DAY 

2 September 

6.30pm 

Dodson Street Café and Restaurant                                                                                            

1 Dodson Street, Blenheim 

Bring your Dad / Mum / kids / partner / your brother and your lover                    

(sorry no pets allowed). 

 

And PLEASE!!!                                                       

RSVP to Tim or Melissa Wills on or before 1st September, Phone (03)579 2363 
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SUNDAY RIDES with Tom 
 

Sunday the 22nd of July. now that seems along time ago. 
 
The ride was to Kekerengu the day was bright and sunny. 
With ten bikes waiting for the off and eleven people. Jock’s pillion was Mrs Jock out for their first ride on the BMW. 
It was a nice run down the coast all arriving at the cafe at about the same time. 
In my desperation to have a leak I dived into the (Laddies). I am sure the sign said that but it turned out to be the 
Ladies. No doubt I will get fined for this. 
Our merry mob settled into their food telling lies and winding each other up. 
On the ride was two of the Thursday Retard’s sorry ‘Retreads’, one was none other than that pen pusher who sneaks 
around eaves dropping. 
A nice steady run back to the cosy corner for a ice cream and more chatting then it was time for the last leg home. 
Great day out with like minded people. 
Tom 5314. 
 

Sunday the 29th July the ride was to the Foresters Cafe Rai Valley. 
 
6 bikes at the station and we had two Picton members on their Can Am’s, nice to see members from far flung places. 
A quick phone call to the cafe to tell them the numbers. And on our way, again a loverly day and that ride is so          
scenic. 
At the cafe our table was all set for us so it was just a matter of ordering our food and settling down. 
I had the Sunday roast beef it saves cooking. 
But then it was time to go, three of us stopped at Pelorus Bridge for a ice creamed more chatting. 
Then off back to Blenheim very light traffic light wind and warm sunshine at our backs, - a nice way to finish our ride.. 
Tom 5314. 
 

Sunday the 5th August. The ride was to Nelson 
but the weather stopped our ride there.  
 
At the station there was only myself and Gill. 
We decided to head south to Kekerengu as it looked clear that 
way. 
No rain and very light traffic, we spent about two hours there 
(telling lies and catching up on the gossip). 
Coming outside the weather looked bad Blenheim way. So we 
headed off at a fast clip hoping to beat any rain.            
But it was dry all the way to Weld Pass then the rain was very 
light. 
Again a nice way to pass a Sunday afternoon. 
Tom 5314. 
 

Sunday the12th August. Ride to the Clarence 
Bridge and back to Kekerengu for lunch. 
 
I could not believe it, the bikes just kept arriving at the station.14 
bikes and 15 people. 
 JG looked very envious at all this. Do you always get this many? 
asked JG. Yes of course, some times more, I lied.  
We had riders that had not been out for along time. 
The ride down the coast was great as there is just about  every 
time of bend and undulations any rider could ask for. 
Arriving at the big lay-by where the porter loo is at Clarence we 
only had a short wait untill every one caught up. 
We where all hungry so we were quickly off again to the cafe. 
With all our bikes parked up at the cafe it looked very impressive. 
We soon had our food sorted and most of us sitting at one table with 
over spill onto other. 
Then the lies started with story telling and good old banter. 
But sadly riders started to drift away home with a few of us agreeing 
to stop at the Cosy Corner Seddon for an ice cream. 
Then it was time to head for home, what a great day out with all 
those bikes sunshine and great company. 
What away to spend a Sunday afternoon. 
 
Tom 5314.  
                                                    More on page 15... Photo credit; Gisela Schulze 
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MEMORIAL GATHERING 
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Members are asked to please                   

support the Business’s                               

who support                                       

our newsletter with advertising. 

 

ADVERTISING IN THIS NEWSLETTER 

If you have a business, why not tell our                         

members about it? 

Cost for advertising in this newsletter;                                                         

Business card; $75 per annum                                                                       

Quarter page; $120 per annum                                                                

Half page; $240 per annum                                                                          

Full page; $480 per annum 

 

To support our newsletter with regular advertising,                                       

please contact  The Editor, Jane Laing,                                      

Phone; 022 450 7042                                                                                

Email; johnlaing.mt@xtra.co.nz 

      ULYSSES WESTLAND 2018  

        HARIHARI RALLY 

 
DATE: Saturday 15th SEPTEMBER Harihari Motor Inn 

phone       03 753 3026                                 
for accommoda�on.  

 

THEME: The le�er “D” 

 

RAFFLES: 

SPOT PRIZES: 

BEST DRESSED: 

COURT SESSION: 

MUSIC: 
For enquires phone co-ordinator Anne�e Paterson 

Phone: 03 755 5367  

Cell: 027 439 8929 

Harriers Club 

QUEEN CHARLOTTE 

RELAY 

15 September; 

12noon 

 
8—10 Marshals are 

needed, 

This is a fundraiser for 

our Branch funds, a very 

social afternoon with a 

free afternoon tea at the 

end in Havelock.  

 

If you can help, please 

contact John Sinclair and 

put your name down. 

BITS AND BOBS 

 
ARTIST WANTED 

We need someone to help us with a LOGO design for             

our upcoming National Rally in 2020. 

Needs  to be simple so it can be used in badge form                      

and on clothing, paperwork etc. 

CAN you help? Contact Jane today! 

Ph; 5776663 
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Havelock;  26.07.18 
 
After a few scoury days we again scored a cracker. No frost and warm (15°C) temperature, both due to a NW wind. If 
this is winter, bring it on. 
 
Our Merry Mob today included Lou Jowers, Bob Moss, John Hadfield, 
Lindsay Learmonth, Jeff Champion, Murray Brooks, Terry Molony, 
Evan and Margaret Teale, Ali Windleburn, Pete Nelson, Dave Jack-
son, Graeme Howarth, late comer (again) Allan Graham and me. 
 
We tempted fate yet again and although we were booked at the Slip 
Inn at Havelock, we did quite a detour en route via Lower Wairau.  
We used the cornerman system and again it was a great success. 
We arrived at Havelock 77km later on time and the best bit was we 
still had 15 riders. Good work everyone. These Tiki Tours are really 
popular. It was great to have Margaret along on her GN250. Her           
confidence is growing by the day. 
 
Lunch was awesome. There wasn’t a toastie, pie or ice cream in 
sight! The food at the Slip Inn is definitely right up there. Following the 
meal we again had a reading from Ali, some of which I will share with 
you. 
What Confucius never said: 

Man who wants pretty nurse must be patient 
Lady who goes camping with man must beware of evil intent 
Man who jumps off cliff jumps to conclusion 
Man who runs in front of car gets tired but man who runs behind gets exhausted 
War does not determine who is right; it determines who is left 
Man who rides like hell is bound to get there 
A lion will not cheat on wife but Tiger Wood 

 
It was a leisurely lunch sitting outside in the sun following which most took the direct route back home. I went to Wairau 
Valley to check out the Tavern there as a lunch option. It’s not! 
 
Come join our Merry Mob every Thursday. 
 
JG # 9272 
PS You can come back now Bob. It’s all done!! 
 

Cosy Corner, Seddon; 02.08.18 
 
Today started off fine and sunny but a deterioration was forecast so we planned just a short ride to Seddon. I had 
thought we’d visit Ron Hebberd’s collection on the next Seddon trip but had we done that today, there would have been 
a lot of wet Retreads. Joining in the fun today were Murray Brooks, Lou Jowers, Bruce and Ali Windelburn, Graeme 
Check, Lindsay Learmonth, Grant Johnston, Wally Allan, Brian and Louise Pearce, Danny McGowan, Terry Molony, 
John Hadfield, Dave Jackson, Pete Nelson, Allan Graham, Kevin McFall and me. Kevin was warmly welcomed to his 
first Retreads ride. 
 
The ride out was spoiled by a slow truck on the fun part – Weld Pass and there were roadworks outside the Cosy                 
Corner so parking all 18 bikes was challenging - but we coped. 
 
Now I wasn’t going to tell you this and I do ask that you don’t tell anyone else. See Allan Graham received his own             
personal invitation to Dinner, Bed & Breakfast plus an all night concert 
at.........................................Gloriavale. And he went!! He reported having 
a fantastic time too. This may be a case of watch this space? 
 
The lunchtime discussion included the cost of boat ownership (bikes are 
cheaper) the Army and what a terrible shot Lance Corporal Hadfield was. 
Apparently nothing was safe in Vietnam except the enemy!  
 
Then we had our now regular reading from Ali who takes seriously the 
call to “bring a story to share.” Ali told of a certain doctor at Springlands 
Health who said to his lady patient, “Please show me the little part of your 
anatomy that gets girls into nearly 100% of their trouble.” She quickly  
undressed down there and popped up onto the bed. “No, no, no” says 
Doctor. “Poke out your tongue!” 
                                                                      Continued next page…... 

RETREADS  REPORTS 



 

13 

Thursday rides with the RETREADS  
While Dave Jackson and I came home through the Taylor, the remainder followed SH 1 – but we all had something in 
common; we got wet. For those other gravel road enthusiasts in the Club, you need to know that the Taylor has just be 
re-metaled and graded and is HUGE fun at the moment. 
 
Cheers, JG # 9272 
 

9th August 2018 – Foresters Café, Rai Valley 

After two weeks of coughing & spluttering over all & sundry who came within cooee of me and going stir crazy over be-
ing house bound, I decided I would get myself back into the land of the living and go on today’s bike ride even if I still 
wasn’t 100%. Another very good reason was to hopefully inflict my malaise upon JG as payback for the un-sympathetic 
comments and accusations he had made about the state of my health over the last few weeks. JG obviously is a great 
fan of Donald Trump as he raised the issue of “Fake News” several times with me over the phone. And even today, 
despite turning up, he couldn’t resist having another dig at me by waving a ballpoint pen in my face and asking me if I 
remembered what it is and its purpose, as well as suggesting that I had simply faked my illness to avoid writing Re-
treads Trip Reports. Thanks JG, it’s nice to be appreciated; yeah right!!!! Patience is a virtue and I am sure payback will 
occur in the not too distant future. 

Reluctantly I have to say one of the very few good points JG has is his ability to read weather forecasts quite well and 
his prediction that we would have fairly calm, sunny & warm conditions for today’s ride were right on the button. It was 
rather pleasing to see a great muster of old farts at Brayshaw Park which included Murray Brooks, Bruce Windleburn, 
Terry Molony, Brian and Louise Pearce, Wally Allan, John Hadfield, Lou Jowers, Kevin McFall (until his bike gave trou-
ble) Stuart Paul, John Neal, Allan Graham, Pete Nelson, Evan and Margaret Teale, Graeme Howarth, Dave Jackson, 
Bob Moss, JG and me. 

The ride out was great, especially for me who hadn’t 
been on a bike for at least a month. I opted to be tail 
end Charlie for the ride out as I wasn’t sure how I 
would feel and would probably travel at a rather cir-
cumspect speed as a precaution. I needn’t have 
worried as the thrill of cruising the open road on the 
bike returned almost immediately upon leaving the 
50km speed restrictions around the town precincts. 
We had a catch up at the Wairau Bridge then it was 
full steam ahead to Rai. 

There’s no doubt about it, Foresters Café is located 
in a great setting which oozes peace and tranquillity, 
especially on such a lovely day. Having placed our 
orders, it was a case of chatting away with those 
around your particular table. Some of us had quite a 
wait before our meals arrived but that was not an 
issue as both the quality of the conversation and of 
the meals themselves more than made up for the delay. I probably should qualify that last statement regarding the 
quality of the conversation and restrict it to being applicable to our table only! 

At one stage we were interrupted by JG who produced today’s sermon courtesy of Ali Windleburn who couldn’t make 
today’s ride. The gist of the story related to an elderly Aussie outback farmer who had a pond on his property, which 
over the years he had developed into a very pleasant swimming hole/picnic/orchard area. One day he grabbed a buck-
et and headed off to the pond to pick some fruit to bring back to the homestead. As he neared the pond he heard the 
sound of animated voices coming from the pool. On closer examination he saw a bunch of young women skinny dip-
ping in the pond. As soon as the girls spotted 
him they hastily made their way to the deep 
end and informed him they would not get out 
until he had left. The old man frowned and 
said, “I didn’t come down here to watch you 
ladies swim naked or make you get out of my 
pond naked.” Holding up the bucket he said, 
“I’m here to feed my crocodile…..”  

If nothing else this story proves that we males 
do not become grubbier as we grow old, ra-
ther it conveys how mature and subtle we 
become in our dotage! 

All too soon it was time to head away with 
quite a few planning to stop at the Brick Oven 
for an ice-cream. I opted to continue straight 
home as I could feel my cough freshening up.  

Bob #8033 
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RETREADS Thursdays... 
16th August 2018 – Havelock Hotel, Havelock. 

JG had predicted there could be a little precipitation in the mix later this afternoon coming in from the west so it would 
be advisable to head west, but not too far, so we could outrun it on the way home if it came to pass. As it turned out he 
was spot on yet again. As we were leaving the Pub it started to drizzle but we outran it a couple of kilometres south of 
Havelock so it was not an issue. 

I had a bit of a scare on the way to the carpark. I was travelling up Keiss Street to get onto Main Street so I could top up 
with fuel at the Caltex Station by New World. As I approached the intersection of Keiss & Kinross Streets a woman was 
approaching Keiss Street from the New World end of Kinross Street. I had the right of way; however I slowed down as a 
precaution because she was travelling at a reasonable pace. Thank God I did because she shot out in front of me & I 
managed to stop about a foot from her back mudguard. I suspect 
she hit the accelerator instead of the brake by mistake as she was 
sort of screwing up her face as she went past having realised just 
what she had done. You could say it was one of those “Butt 
Clenching” moments. 

Arrived at Brayshaw Park to see a reasonably good muster of Re-
treads; including Lou Jowers, Ray Beard, Grant Johnson, Bruce 
and Ali Windleburn, Brian Pearce (Louise had royal duties to per-
form), Danny McGowan, Wally Allan,  Peter Bugler, Terry Molony, 
Allan Graham, Evan Teale, JG and me. Dave Jackson was at 
Havelock having negotiated QC Drive. After a very brief briefing, 
the highlight being a welcome back to Ray Beard who had just re-
turned from a trip home to the UK to see his latest grandchild in the 
flesh for the first time, Lou led our Merry Mob out of the carpark and 
on to Havelock. The ride out was uneventful and included a catch 
up at the Wairau Bridge layby. 

Upon arrival we parked our bikes out on the road rather than en-
croach upon the adjacent motel property’s car park as we did the 
last time we visited this Pub. Once inside we all placed our orders 
and sat down to await our meals. I was sitting next to Ray and we 
talked about his trip and in particular his latest grandchild. He was 
pretty chuffed about that and obviously had really enjoyed his 
time in the UK. He even raved about the weather over there, 
virtually no rain whatsoever the whole time he was away. 

The main event today was to recognise Ali Windleburn’s 80th 
birthday and to celebrate it a birthday cake with one candle on 
it was produced. After a couple of goes he managed to blow 
out the candle while a robust but suspect version of “Happy 
Birthday” was butchered by not only our assembled mob, but 
some of the pub staff and other patrons. Ali responded by 
reading three separate stories. The one which tickled my fan-
cy went something like this:- 

A guy riding a Harley had to swerve to miss hitting a deer and 
as a result lost control and wound up in a ditch. He suffered a 
few non-life threatening injuries and managed to crawl out of 
the ditch and back to the side of the road. A rather gorgeous 
woman pulled up in a shiny new convertible and asked him if 
he was ok. He looked up and before speaking noticed she 
was wearing a low cut blouse which enabled him to feast his 
eyes on a cleavage to die for. He slowly pulled himself up the 
side of the car to confirm his eyes weren’t deceiving him before muttering “I’m OK I think.” She suggested he get into 
her car and she would take him to her place which was not far away so she could clean him up and attend to his 
wounds. He replied that was nice of her to offer but he didn’t think his wife would approve of him doing that. She was a 
bit taken aback but responded by saying “Oh, come now, I’m a nurse and I need to treat your wounds properly.” Reluc-
tantly he relented but still insisted he was sure his wife would not approve. Upon arrival at her place she patched him up 
and offered him a couple of cold beers. He thanked her for her assistance and for the beers and said he was feeling a 
lot better now but was still rather worried about how upset his wife would be so he had better get on his way. “Don’t be 
silly” she said with a smile while unbuttoning her blouse and exposing a stupendous set of boobs. “Stay for a while; she 
won’t know anything. By the way where is she?” He replied “Still in the ditch with my bike!” 

I will leave it over to the reader to make up his/her mind as to what message this little saga conveys! 

With lunch over we all departed to end another interesting and enjoyable Thursday outing. 

Bob #8033 

 

Captions 

ABOVE: Evan is on a healthy diet these days 

BELOW; Our Merry Mob showing the locals they 
don’t have sole rights to eccentricity 
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SUNDAY RIDE with Tom 
 

Sunday 19 August. A ride to the Brick Oven at Rai Valley. 
 
What a great day, sunshine all the way. 
We headed off with 12 bikes, no wind and very little traffic. 
A possible new member joined us,- Trevor from Picton. He was on his  
beautiful Indian all polished up. 
 
Arriving at the Cafe we found Wendy was there. Jeff is away sailing in the 
sounds. 
I think we took the cafe by surprise as the staff said that they had not had  
a large group like this for a while. 
But we were in no hurry, it was nice sitting out in the sun. 
 
The food came and there was silence as we all got stuck in. Then we put  
the world to rights with several different opinions on a change of Govt. 
Gill had an ice cream, then it was time to go. We all went off together but 
 I had to stop at Havelock for a full fruit ice cream they are amazing. 
 
Tom 5314. 

 
Club night at Fairweathers, 18 August 
 
There was a good turnout of around 14 or 16 members. It was extremely noisy and hard to hear a conversation and 
then when the rugby came on the staff turned the TV sound up as well!.  
 
I didn’t see what other folks had for meals, but I have to say mine was a real let down, a few soggy chips, tiny limp  
salad and the smallest bits of fish I’ve had in a long time. $54 for two meals and two drinks (and one was ginger beer), 
might sound reasonable to some folk but  not for what we got. To top it off, had to sit in a cold draughty 
doorway, in the end, left the meal, gave up and went home frozen and hungry. - Not in a hurry to go back 
to this venue—Thanks Tim but can we go somewhere else next time?  What did others think? 
 
 Grumpy Jane #6361  

Photo credit Wendy Champion  

via facebook 

 
When I was young I decided I wanted to be a doctor, so  

I took the entrance exam to go to Medical School. 
 

One of the questions asked was to rearrange the letters 
*PNEIS* into the name "of an important human  

body part which is most useful when erect." 
 

Those who answered Spine are doctors today.                         
The rest are riding motorbikes. 

 
John Sinclair 

 

 
An old man in his young eighties struggled to get up from 
the couch, then started putting on his coat.  
 
His wife, seeing the unexpected behaviour, asked, 
“Where are you going?" 
   
He replied, “I'm going to the doctor." 
   
She said, “Why … are you sick?” 
   
He said, “Nope, I'm going to get me some of that Viagra 
stuff." 
   
Immediately the wife started working and positioning           
herself to get out of her rocker and began to put on   her 
coat.  
   
He said, “Where the heck are you going?"  
   
She answered, "I'm going to the doctor too." 
   
He said, “Why, what do you need?" 
   
She said, “If you’re going to start using that rusty old 
thing, I'm getting a Tetanus shot!" 
                                                                                                                             
Kelvin Watson 
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A WINTER RIDE 
Winter Fun 
 
Even though it’s been a mild winter, the grey days and wet weather get some folk down. And some get sick of riding 
the same roads all the time too. Let’s face it; there aren’t too many options from Blenheim.  
 
This is a story about putting things right. 
 
Yesterday (15th August) dawned foggy after overnight rain. There was a very strong southerly blowing up the coast 
with 70kph being reported at The Brothers where, along with most of the Sounds, it was still raining. But the radar 
showed a clearance could be expected. So after the gym workout, it was a 1045 departure with a Marlborough 
Sounds destination in the sights – Titirangi. Now Titirangi is at the very end of the road that branches to the right at 
Kenepuru Head. The question was, is this road as messed up by all the wet weather as much as Queen Charlotte 
Drive is? Only one way to find out. 
 
The fog had cleared and the sun had come out in Blenheim. At Mahau the water was flat calm and at full tide. No 
sun but no low cloud either. The shaded side of the hill over to Mahau still had some remnants of chip but mostly this 
was windrowed into the middle. 
 
The road has suffered an awful lot of slumps on the seaward side (left as you go in). The road was still wet and some 
of these slumps had edges 200mm high so these edges were best avoided. I can’t find a definition of Adventure Rid-
ing but I reckon riding all the way to Kenepuru Head like this qualifies – even though the road is sealed. The pace 
was definitely slower than usual. 
 
A sandwich and a drink of water was consumed at the Kenepuru Head camping ground (see photo and bike that 
stayed this clean throughout!!!!) where there’s clean toilets but no campers or rubbish tins. The road is unsealed past 

Kenepuru Head for the 25km to Titirangi. I know the thought of this turns off a lot of motorcyclists because I imagine 
most have experienced riding in thick deep gravel and hated it. Nobody likes doing that but it must be realised that 
very few unsealed roads are like that. In fact this road is far better to ride than the sealed road coming in. Yes the 
first six km has some bedrock showing but this is easily avoided and there is little gravel. Then as the road climbs 
into the Mount Stokes Reserve the gravel disappears altogether and the surface turns to fine shallow sandy material  
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that had ‘set’ after the rain. This surface has been like this as long as I can remember. It is magic to ride on – fast, 
firm and friendly and easily doable on any bike! It is a tribute to bulldozer driver Bill Holley who pushed this road 
through in 1973. The road is high and tops out at 720 metres but runs mostly at 5-600 metres. Really close to Cook 
Strait now but still no wind as the southerly has enough westerly in it to keep it out of the Sounds. Cool up high but a 
beautiful day with glimpses of great views through the trees. 
 
After leaving the Reserve the road takes you to a saddle where you can drop off to the right to Port Gore or left to 
Titirangi. The view from the top cannot be done justice in a photograph. It is nothing short of magical. The photo I  
took was into the winter sun and didn’t do the scene justice so I’ve included a photo taken from the same saddle that 
I took another time. This view alone makes the trip worthwhile. The road down to Titirangi is a switchback in the 
same style of the ones you see photos of in Europe – except this one is gravel and novice riders may find it                  
challenging. 

 
Like most Sounds roads it’s one way in and the same way out. But coming out keeps you away from all the slumps 
and so progress is much more brisk. And the road had dried out. Just watch out for motorists crossing over to your 
side to either dodge the slumps or worrying about going over the edge because they don’t know where the left hand 
wheels are tracking on their SUV. (For this reason I avoid this road in summer holidays). 
 
The thing about the Kenepuru Road is that unlike QC Drive’s 50 kph limit, Kenepuru Rd is speed limited to 100kph. 
In other words the powers that be have faith that travellers can manage the risks themselves without the Nanny 
State trying to do it for them. Sooo refreshing! 
 
Total distance in and out is 250km from and to Blenheim. Allow two hours each way if you are hurrying – more if you 
are taking photos. I sometimes extend the trip to Hopewell as well which makes the round trip 310km. 
 

 
These twisty roads are motorcyclists’ heaven and riding them in winter                 

is the best fix I know. 
 
 

Get on with riding or get on with dying. 
 
 

John Sinclair # 9272 
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Aussie Bush Etiquette is recognized throughout the civilized world but we all need to                                        
be reminded from time to time... 

In General: 
1. Never take an open stubby to a job interview... 
2. Always identify people in your paddocks before shooting at them. 
3. It's tacky to take an Esky to church. 
4. If you have to vacuum the bed, it's time to change the sheets. 
5. Even if you're certain you're included in the will, it's rude to take your ute and trailer to the funeral. 

Eating Out: 
1. When decanting wine from the box, tilt the paper cup and pour slowly so as not to bruise the wine. 
2. If drinking directly from the bottle, hold it with only one hand. 
Entertaining at Home: 
1. A centrepiece for the table should never be anything prepared by a taxidermist.. 
2. Don't allow the dog to eat at the table, no matter how good his manners. 

Personal Hygiene: 
1. While ears need to be cleaned regularly, this should be done in private, using one's OWN ute keys. 
2. Even if you live alone, deodorant isn't a waste of money. 
3. Extensive use of deodorant can only delay bathing by a few days. 
4. Dirt and grease under the fingernails is a no-no, it alters the taste of finger foods and if you are a woman it 
can draw attention away from your jewellery. 

Theatre/Cinema Etiquette: 
1. Crying babies should be taken to the lobby and picked up after the movie ends. 
2. Refrain from yelling abuse at characters on the screen. Tests have proven they can't hear you. 

Weddings: 
1. Livestock is a poor choice for a wedding gift. 
2. For the groom, at least, rent a tux. A tracksuit with a cummerbund and a clean football jumper can create a 
tacky appearance. 
3. Never tow another car using panty hose and duct tape. 
4. When sending your wife down the road with a petrol can, it's impolite to ask her to bring back beer too.. 

Kelvin Watson        

Retired person's perspective: 

I'm not saying let's go kill all the stupid people  I'm just saying let's 
remove all the warning labels and let the problem work itself out. 

1.     I changed my car horn to gunshot sounds  People move out of 
the way much faster now. 

2.     You can tell a lot about a woman's mood just by her hands.  If 
they are holding a gun, she's probably very unhappy 

3.     You know that tingly little feeling you get when you really like 
someone you've just met?  That's common sense leaving your body. 

4.     I don't like making plans for the day. Because then the word 
"premeditated" gets thrown around in the courtroom. 

5.     I didn't make it to the gym today.  That makes 1,500 days in a 
row. 

6.     I decided to change calling the bathroom the John and renamed 
it the Jim.  I feel so much better saying I went to the Jim this morning. 

7.     Dear paranoid people who check behind shower curtains for 
murderers: If you find one, what's your plan? 

8.     Everyone has a right to be stupid.  Politicians just abuse the 
privilege. 

Old age is not as bad as I thought.  It's a good feeling when you just 
don't give a hoot anymore and you feel happy just to wake up in the 
morning. 
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DATE DAY TIME DETAILS RIC 

Every week Thursdays 11am Thursday Group rides . Meet at Brayshaw Park carpark, all members 

and visitors Welcome 

Grant Johnson           

John Sinclair 

26 August Sunday 10.30am Round the block to Nelson via Wairau Valley & Tophouse rd. Lunch at 

Wakefield, back through Nelson and over the hill to home. 

Tom Brown 

2 Sept Sunday 10.30am Over the hill again to Happy Valley (Hira) for lunch Tom Brown 

2 Sept Sunday 6.30pm Fathers Day Club Night at Dodsons Bar & Restaurant, please RSVP to 

Tim Wills if you are coming Ph; 5792363 

Tim Wills 

6 Sept Thursday 7pm Commi�ee mee�ng at McDonalds on Main St., all welcome Kelvin Watson 

9 Sept Sunday 10.30am And over the hill again to Mapua for lunch, decide café on the day? Tom Brown 

15 Sept Saturday 12noon Harriers Queen Charlo�e Relay, Marshals needed, contact Kelvin or 

John Sinclair 

Kelvin Watson 

16 Sept Sunday 11am Kekerengu for lunch Tom Brown 

23 Sept Sunday 11am Forresters café for Lunch & return in �me for our Memorial Gathering Tom Brown 

23 Sept Sunday 2.30pm Memorial Gathering. Muster at our Ulysses Rock cnr Hutchison and 

John St’s (beside Blenheim School) 

Murray Brooks 

30 Sept Sunday 10am To Murchison for lunch Tom Brown 

MARLBOROUGH RIDES & EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY RIDES;  Unless otherwise stated, all Sunday Rides leave from the south end 
of Blenheim Railway Station car-park—check the rides calendar. 

MID WEEK RIDES; Thursdays, depart Brayshaw Park car-park 11am—check with 
John or Grant if in doubt. 

Come on your bike or in your car, it doesn’t matter, just come along and join in.  

If you have an idea for a ride, get in touch with the Rides Coordinators 

LOOKING ON DOWN THE ROAD... 

FURTHER ON DOWN THE ROAD... 

Sept 14 Friday Hari Hari Rally. Leave from Brayshaw Park at 10am. 
Sept 15th Saturday Hari Hari Rally Leave from Brayshaw Park at 10am. 
The above times are for riders who may want to ride together. 
The friday group will over night at Ross and travel to Hari Hari on Saturday. 
We will book in dump our gear and ride on to Franz Josef. 
We will return home on Sunday the 16th.  Tom Brown 5314.  
 
27-29 October; Anniversary weekend Double Overnighter to Pohara Beach Top 10 Holiday Park. Book your own 

accommodation at the Holiday Park, phone (03) 525 9500. Email; info@poharatop10.co.nz 

23-25 November; - Don’s Double Overnighter to Taranaki Branch Energy Rally contact Don Best ph; 0273236800 

8 December; - Second Saturday in December, Marlborough Branch Toy Run, more details later. 

9 December; Save the Date. Branch Christmas Party, more details later. 

2 January 2019—Port Nelson Street races. 10am—4pm. 

3 February 2019—Shiny Side up is on again in Nelson 

29—31  March 2019; National Rally and AGM, Hastings—check your next Ulyssian magazine for registration de-

tails, book the ferry and talk to Kelvin about accommodation. 

13-15 March 2020; National Rally and AGM, Marlborough.—Plans are underway! 
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Our newsletter is proudly sponsored by….. 

SENDER; Ulysses Club of New Zealand Inc, MARLBOROUGH Branch. 
If undelivered please return to The Secretary, 94 Howick Road Blenheim 7201 

 


